
The Shofar
Temple Beth TikvahJuly/August 2019

Dear Friends,

Welcome to our “Summer” SHOFAR.  Instead of a monthly newsletter, we have a July/August 
issue.  It is time to roll out those lazy, hazy, crazy days of summer.  July and August on the 
Shoreline are especially sweet with all sorts of opportunities to take advantage of in the summer 
weather and our splendid environment.

We at TBT do our own version of celebrating the summer months.  Chief among them is our 
“Beach Shabbat.”  If you have been before,  you know how very special they are.  We are thank-
ful to our TBT members who live walking distance from the East Wharf Beach and have opened 

up their homes over the years for the sweetest of onegs following our beach services.  

Please remember to bring a beach chair – and as these services have become increasingly popular, we ask that you 
carpool to the beach, leaving some room at the parking lot for others who also want to enjoy a Friday evening sunset.  

Our July and August Shabbat services all begin at 6pm.  Other than July 19 and August 9 when we will be on the beach, 
our summer services will begin with a “Pre-Neg” at 6pm followed by a short service so you can be out the door and on 
your way at 7ish.  If the weather is nice, we may very well have our service outside on the deck.  

Add Beach Shabbat to your list of summer activities.  

Hope yours is a great summer,

Rabbi Offner
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TBT Book Club

The TBT Book Club will be meeting on 
July 18th (third Thursday of the month) 
to discuss our July pick., and August 
15th to discuss our August pick.

As always, we meet at 7:30pm at the 
Hearth in Madison. 

July: Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger
August: The Girl They Left Behind by Roxanne Veletzos
September: Inheritance by Dani Shapiro

Contacy Myra Josephson: myrajosephson@gmail.com for more 
information. 

President's Column

Shalom. Summer has finally arrived, and we 
can now open our windows, enjoy the warmth 
of the sun, and take walks on the beach. We 
can even pray at the beach, with TBT’s won-
derful annual tradition of Beach Shabbat at 
Madison’s East Wharf Pavilion on July 19th and 
August 9th. Like all of our Friday night services 
in July and August, these services will be at 
6:00 p.m. Friday nights at TBT can be part of a 

healthy, balanced summer diet of community and spirituality—
with the long summer evenings still ahead of you after the early 
services.

We also will be seeing changes this summer on TBT’s grounds, 
while school is not in session. If you have been following our 
building renovation progress, or attended our fun Paving the 
Way barbecue recently on our patio, you will know that Phase 
I of our project is about to get underway with much improved 
entranceways from Route 79 and parking to welcome you each 
time you arrive at TBT. While the final landscape plan won’t be 
fully put into place until the end of the construction process, we 
will enjoy this tangible sign of moving toward TBT’s future when 
we all arrive for the High Holidays this fall.

Summer is too hot for a long column, so I’m off to drink an iced 
tea and sit on my own porch right after delivering this column to 
the TBT office. And let me put in a word of thanks to the TBT of-
fice staff and volunteers who diligently assemble, produce, and 
distribute this Shofar newsletter month after month, especially 
our dedicated Administrative Assistant, Bonnie Mahon.

Happy Summer!

Jeff Babbin

Toda Raba to Our June 
Oneg Sponsors!

June 7- The Houlton Family, in celebration of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Annabelle Tore
June 14 - The TBT Board, in celebration of the New Board I
nstallation
June 21 -  The Dokko/Stein and Paglino Families, in celebration 
of the Bar Mitzvah of Ben Jacoby; and the TBT Choir, in honor of 
Cantor Dorothy Goldberg
June 28 - The Tore Family, in celebration of the Bat Mitzvah of 
Natalie Houlton

If you would like to honor, remember, or celebrate someone or 
something by sponsoring an oneg, please contact the TBT office 
by calling 203-245-7028 or emailing office@tbtshoreline.org. 

Social Justice

BACKPACK DRIVE
The backpack drive, headed up by Bette Zollshan, is going on 
right now.  Our congregants have been wonderful supporters of 
this program in the past and I hope we will continue to be able 
to provide hundreds of children in our local communities as well 
as in New Haven with their much needed NEW backpacks and 
school supplies.

Please send in your donation noting it's for the drive or call the 
office and charge your donation.  It's that easy. 

In August, we need a few volunteers to sort the backpacks and 
supplies by community.  It only takes about an hour or two.  Look 
for the volunteer request in 
one of the weekly blasts.

Enjoy the summer.
-Tina-

If you are interested in joining 
the Social Justice committee 
please contact me at tslids@
gmail.com

Red Cross Blood Drive

Monday, July 22 at TBT 12:30pm-6pm

Walkins welcome, 
or make an appointment at 

redcrossblood.org
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Torah Study
TBT Library, Saturdays 9am

Our July Children

Shari Silva, Natalie Houlton, 
Evan Felberbaum, Briana Hambor, 

Sam Seigel, Zachary Daniels, 
Jacob Halsema, Nate Rapkin, 
Dvora Redlich, Ruby Redlich, 

Caleb Rosenthal, Benjamin Jacoby, 
Nathaniel Greif, Leah Snyder, Alexander 

Kagan

Join us at Shabbat Services on July 5th as 
we bless our July children.

Our August Children

Jacob Daniels, Noah Godoy, Sophie 
Mervine-Schiff, Sloane Seigel, Delma Hat-

ton, Nathan Montgomery

Join us at Shabbat Services on August 2nd 
as we bless our August children

July Services   August Services

July 5, 6pm    August 2, 6pm

July 12, 6pm    August 9, 6pm
     Beach Shabbat
July 19, 6pm
Beach Shabbat    August 16, 6pm
 
July 26, 6pm    August 23, 6pm

     August 24, 10am
     Delma Hatton Bat Mitzvah

     August 30, 6pm

July

July 6: Korach
Numbers 17:25-18:32

July 13: Chukat
Numbers 21:11-22:1

July 20: Balak
Numbers 23:27-25:9

July 27: Pinchas
Numbers 28:16-30:1

August

August 3: Matot/Mas-ei
Numbers 33:50-36:16

August 10: D'varim
Deuteronomy 2:31-3:22
*Tisha B'av - may have special 
reading.

August 17: Va-et'chanan
Deuteronomy 6:4-7:11

August 24: Eikev
Deuteronomy 10:12-11:25

August 31: R'eih
Deuteronomy 15:1-16:17

Summer Shabbat - 
Special Time! 

For the months of July & Au-
gust, ALL Friday night Shabbat services will begin at 6pm. 

Religious School Enrollment Reminder

If you haven't already, please get your Religious School enroll-
ment forms in to the office. If you don't have one, you can stop 
by during business hours, email office@tbtshoreline.org, or call 
203-245-7028.

The earlier we have an idea of how many students in each class, 
the better we can prepare staff and materials for your chilkdren.

Delma Hatton
August 24 @10am

Delma Hatton will be called to the Torah 
to become a Bat Mitzvah during Shabbat 
morning services at TBT on August 24, 
2019 at 10am. 

Delma has been hard at work with both 
Cantor Stanton & Rabbi Offner to prepare 
for this most special of days. 

Delma is a voracious and avid reader who is also incredibly funny 
and always looking to make people laugh. She has, however, 
taken her Jewish studies very seriously and looks forward to wel-
coming the entire congregation to TBT on this special Shabbat. 
The entire Hatton family hopes you will attend.
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Welcome to our new TBT 
Nursery School Director, 

Jennifer Casillo

We are excited to welcome Jennifer 
Casillo as our new TBTNS Director. 
After interviewing a number of candi-
dates, our search committee unani-
mously selected Jen to take the helm 
of our Nursery School.  Jen initially 
came on in a consultant role and 

gave us important feedback on our program.  We were delighted 
when she asked to interview for the upcoming position.

Jen brings a wealth of experience to this role at TBT.  She has a 
BA from UCONN in Human Development and Family Relations 
and a Masters of Education in Collaborative Early Childhood 
Education from Southern CT State University.  She has significant 
experience in the classroom as she has instructed and worked 
with children ranging from 6 weeks old to 8 years old.  Jen has 
also been a Programming Coordinator for a Nursery School and 
a Consultant to daycare and nursery school programs.  In sum-
mation, she has over 15 years of experience in this field.

Besides her experience, Jen is organized, passionate, creative 
and caring.  She is extremely knowledgeable about state guide-
lines, curriculum and learning.  She has experience in marketing 
and recruitment and she is technologically sophisticated.  On 
top of this, her warm personality and enthusiasm for this role 
made her an easy choice.

Jen is currently hard at work preparing for the coming year.  
When she is not at TBT, she resides in Durham with her family 
and she is active in her community.

As Bernadette moves on, we are lucky to have found someone 
who can continue to make TBTNS a unique and wonderful pro-
gram.  Welcome Jen!

Helen Katz Goodkind Beautification Fund

At its inception the Beautification Fund established a place 
for donations that would afford the Beautification Com-
mittee monies to augment the annual budget. Historically 
because our budget covered the necessities of temple life, 
donations to the Beautification Fund allowed for the pur-
chase of Ritual and Sacred objects and later provided the 
ongoing development of Temple Beth Tikvah’s gardens and 
plantings. It was the “raison d’etre” of the Fund to compli-
ment the daily working of our synagogue and enhance the 
grandness of our House of Prayer, House of Study and House 
of Meeting both inside and out. 

The generosity of members brought elegant Torah covers, 
jeweled bima coverings, silver Rimonim, silver Torah Crowns 
and our silver Chanukiah—just to name a few. 

Some memorable donations from Sam and Mary Blank gave 
us a new Torah, our Shabbat candlesticks and countless 
other of our sacred objects.  The Brand/Goodkind families al-
lowed for the purchase of our Rabbi’s, Cantor’s and student’s 
silver Kiddush cups and the Yad used for every Shabbat, High 
Holy Day and Bar/Bat Mitzvah service. The purchase of white 
Torah covers for both the High Holidays and velvet coverings 
for every week Shabbat came from donations to this fund 
from families honoring loved ones like the Agranovs and so 
many others. The new Temple Beth Tikvah signage, lights 
and plantings were lovingly donated through this fund by Ed 
and Gloria Sack. The bench and contemplation garden at the 
side of the deck was provided by the friends and family of 
Art Beck in his memory. Our lovely handcrafted sanctuary ark 
and High Holiday ark were provided through the generosity 
of Marilyn Buel in memory of her beloved aunt. Innumerable 
named donations honored Temple Beth Tikvah and celebrat-
ed friends and family simultaneously. 

In 2003 the Beautification Fund was funded by William 
Goodkind and renamed, the Helen Katz Goodkind Beautifica-
tion Fund, in loving memory of his wife, mother of Sandra 
Brand and grandmother to Douglas, Erica and Daniel. In the 
recent past the fund has provided High Holiday plantings and 
enhancements, worked with Bnai Mitzvah students like Elijah 
and Zachary Houlton as well as other young people looking 
to add perennial glory to our gardens, worked with parents 
in their desire to update our library and religious school 
classrooms and hallways.  

The history of member generosity has embellished temple 
life throughout our more than forty years. Members past and 
present have seen this fund as it was designed—to enhance 
the beauty of our home.  

Please consider this fund when making your contributions 
in memory, honor, and celebration of your loved ones and 
special moments.

To Tillie Wang, daughter of Leslie Sude & Paul Wang, on her 
acceptance to Kenyon College, which she will attend in the Fall.

To Bruce & Frayda Topolosky, on their 55th wedding anniversary 
on June 20th. 
 
To Michael & Susan Lurie, on their 50th wedding anniversary on 
June 21st.
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Temple Beth Tikvah Building Project Update:

On June 1, over 100 people of all ages (5 weeks old to over 90 years old!) enjoyed a 
beautiful late spring evening of delicious food and great company. We gathered at 
TBT for an amazing celebration of the early work towards our renovation project. We 
enjoyed a BBQ of kosher hamburgers, hot dogs and veggie burgers. (Thanks to the 
Men’s Club for grilling!) Check out the pictures to the right.

Special thanks to Gary Damiano for leading the event and arranging a fantastic eve-
ning!
Thank you to Rabbi Offner and Cantor Stanton for leading a beautiful Havdalah! 
(And, to Lexi Handelman, youngest Jewish adult present, for holding the Havdalah 
candle.
And, thank you to Rabbi Offner and her RS student crew for placing the first shovel 
for our driveway renovation.

Check out our facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/templebethtikvahct/) 
to see the album of photos from the celebration. (And, like us on fb while you are 
there!)

Thank you to everyone who joined us for a fantastic evening of celebration as we 
“Pave the Way” to our future! 

Current work includes:
•The house that was at 206 Durham Road has been demolished.

•We have had conversations with the neighbors about our plans with positive re-
sponses. The two neighbors with driveway easements have accepted the new plans 
for revised easements.

•The Sanctuary/Social Hall Committee has interviewed three Interior Design firms. 
Although the emphasis is on the Sanctuary/ Social Hall, they will be engaged for the 
entire renovation in order to maintain continuity.  

•We continue to plan for “Phase I” this summer with initial work for driveways and 
parking with the capacity to park most everyone for High Holidays 5780.

•Planning & Zoning meetings are scheduled for late June and July for final approvals 
of the driveway and parking renovations.

•Keep an eye out this summer for construction to begin on the driveways and new 
lower parking area.

As the project becomes clearer, the Campaign Steering Committee is working on the 
capital campaign. Subcommittees to address campaign policies, gift solicitations, do-
nor recognition, communications about fundraising and activities to increase aware-
ness of the campaign. If you are interested in working on any of these committees, 
please contact Suzy Frisch.

Have questions? Be in touch with Bruce Topolosky, Renovation Chair or Suzy Frisch, 
Campaign Steering Committee Chair. Are you interested in helping to see our project 
through to success? (Many hands and minds make light work!) Please contact Bruce 
at bruce@topolosky.net or Suzy at sgfrisch@aol.com.
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High Holiday Schedule of Services
Selichot Service: Saturday, Sept. 21st, 7pm (see enclosed flyer)

Erev Rosh HaShanah: Sunday, Sept. 29th, 8pm
Rosh HaShanah Day 1:  Monday, Sept. 30th, 10am

Rosh HaShanah Day 2:: Tuesday, Oct. 1st, 10am

Cemetery Memorial: Sunday, Oct. 6th, 2pm

Kol Nidrei: Tuesday, Oct. 8th, 8pm
Yom Kippur Morning: Wednesday, Oct. 9th, 10am
Yom Kippur Afternoon: Wednesday, Oct.9th, 3pm

Medical Assistance on 
High Holy Days

As a service to our congregation and 
community, each year during the 
High Holy Days, TBT arranges to have 
at least one person to serve as the 
“medical command” in the case of an 
emergency medical event in the sanc-

tuary during Rosh Hashanah or Yom Kippur.   It is a great mitzvah 
for our medically-trained congregants to provide this service to 
TBT, and we appreciate the care and service they provide to our 
community.  

We are looking again this year to see if any medically-trained 
individuals (MD, APRN, PA, RN, emergency responder) would 
like to volunteer to serve as “medical command” for one High 
Holy Day service this year.  As medical command, you would 
clearly not be alone, but would be assigned to “be in charge” if 
a situation arose, and assist our staff in coordinating appropriate 
emergency responses.  We will have opportunity to review our 
emergency procedures with you beforehand.   

If you would like to volunteer, or would like more information, 
please reach out to Kim Romine in the TBT office or Stuart 
Weinzimer at 203-453-1964 / stuart.weinzimer@yale.edu

High Holiday Partcipants 
Wanted

It’s been a great and full year, and it has 
also been a great chance to learn who 
and what are the TBT traditions.  As we 
approach the Jewish New Year of 5780, I 
am looking to build on those traditions.  

As such,  I am asking early for volunteers for several things:  

First, we are looking for those that would like to chant Torah 
and/or Haftarah, for the upcoming holidays!  Beginning at this 
time should give plenty of time, especially if you haven’t chanted 
before, or have and would like to learn High Holiday Trope.

T’kiah G’dolah – Sound the great Shofar! Please contact me 
if you would like to learn this very rewarding skill - no Shofar 
required!  

I am also looking for volunteers for our High Holy Day Choir.  It 
is amazing to see and hear the synergy when people sing in 
harmony!  The result is greater (and more beautiful) than the 
sum of its parts!  Please contact me if you’re interested and get a 
good, early start for any of these activities.  

Wishing you the best for the summer ahead,

Cantor Mark Stanton
203-245-7028 or cantor@tbtshoreline.org
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Contributions

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
The Goodman Family, in loving memory of their mom, Edith 
Goodman
Francie & Stephen Ketaineck, in memory of Benjamin Seligman
Geraldine & Sheldon Natkin, in honor of Rabbi Offner's 
 awesome leadership on the recent TBT trip to Europe
Joan & Franklin Green, in memory of Doris Mintz Shapiro
The Scholnick Family, in memory of Louise Zagoria
Jamie & Stephen Kassay, in memory of Terry Brundage
Rosemary & David Baggish, in memory of Stella Baggish
Eve & David Deitch, in appreciation of the funeral for David's   
 mother, Selna Deitch

Cantor's Discrtionary Fund
Margaret H. Lerner, in honor & appreciation of Cantor Dorothy  
 Goldberg

Endowment Fund
Susan Forrest & Nick Mandelkern, in memory of Selna Deitch,  
 and in honor of the Pozzi/Deitch family
Myron Rudner, in memory of Jane, Tresa, and Merritt Rudner
Maureen & Len Fried, in memory of Maureen's mother, Harriet  
 Maxen
Frayda & Bruce Topolosky, in memory of Norman Burg, husband  
 of Dina Burg and stepfather of Lisa Rich
Susan Richman & Walter Spigelman, in memory of Jane 
 Richman

General Fund
Sylvia & David Glazer, in honor of Annabelle Tore's Bat Mitzvah

Laurence B. & Elaine J. Sommer Memorial Fund for
Social Justice
Marjorie Glosband Hart, in memory of Allan Hart
Phyllis Kaufman, in memory of Regina Heller
Jodie Ambrosino & Stuart Weinzimer, in memory of Harriet   
 Brody

Building Fund
Barbara Lipman, in memory of Alex Morales
Helen & Jack Davis, in memory of Jack's beloved father, Sam   
 Davis

Judith K. Barr Adult Education Fund
Carol & Don Miller, in honor of their granddaughter, Melanie   
 Miller, graduating from Tulane University In Memoriam

Selna Deitch, 6/7/19
Mother of Judy Pozzi

"May God Comfort 
All Who Mourn."

Nursery School Fund
The Mervine/Schiff Family, in memory of Judy Pozzi's mother,  
 Selna Deitch
Sarah & Joshua Hershman, in memory of Sarah Lane
Whitney Herzog & Matthew Murphy, in memory of Sarah Lane
The Leventhal Family, in memory of Selna Deitch, mother of   
 Judy Pozzi
Ellen & Art Seigel, in memory of Mary Blank

Library Fund
Myron Gubitz, in memory of his brother, Herbert Gubitz

Religious School Fund
The Rubin Family
The Taylor Family

Annual Fund
Stephanie & Daniel Jacoby, in honor of Robert Jacoby's 80th   
 birthday

Thank you to our Eastern European travelers, for their donations 
to kasher the Torah at Or Chadasch in Vienna:

Nancy Abramson & Rabbi Stacy Offner
Jonah Barasz

Steven Barasz & Shelley Sprague
Mary Ann & Jan Ehrenwerth
Helenne & Henry Gettenberg

Wendy & Mark Greenberg
Cynthia & David Greenblatt

Barbara & Allen Lipman
Geraldine & Sheldon Natkin

Susan Ottenheimer
Sandra & Richard Whelan

Helen Winokur
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founded and taught by TBT member
Audrey Slater Spiegel 
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