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November 2018 

Temple Beth Tikvah Building Renovation 

 

We aspire to make TBT the best house of worship, study and community for each of us. We also 

seek to renew our building so that it can support all of our activities and events. 

 

We are reminded of our aging infrastructure by recent events - no air conditioning in the last 

days of summer, leaks in the roof and around windows during the recent rains, a sink hole in the 

driveway behind the Rabbi’s parking spot, and the front door becoming unhinged.  

 

FAQs 

 

Why now? 

After many years, our building has reached a point of need. Our physical plant is now a barrier to  

our vision of a strong future for our community. 

 

Serious repairs are required in both the building’s mechanical functions and structure. 

As the Board of Directors and Facilities Committee learned more about these needs, it became 

apparent that for our building to truly support our community and our mission a renovation was 

the best option. 

 

How were the buildings’ needs assessed? 

A board-appointed Building Renovation Committee, led first by Paul Beckman and Sandy Brand 

and currently led by Bruce Topolosky, worked with our clergy, staff members of our 

congregation and professionals to understand the building’s needs 

 

Site evaluations, engineering studies and evaluations of our mechanical systems were obtained 

from Thomas A. Stevens and Associates engineering firm, GNCB Consulting Engineers and Duo 

Dickinson, architect.  

 

Over the year of 2016 -2017, a number of meetings including a large community conversation, 

were held to gather input from the congregation and key stake holders about the needs of the 

building. 

 

What needs have been identified? 

The major areas of need identified: 

o Reflect our values and mission in the accessibility, welcome and beauty of our building 

o Welcome / Accessibility / Safety including driveways, parking, front door access, 

addition of an elevator, reconfiguration of bathrooms, addition of live streaming to allow 

access for people who cannot attend services because of physical limitations or distance,  

o Enhance communication between interior and exterior spaces, 

o Bring mechanicals up to code; repairing / replacing outdated mechanicals (HVAC, 

boilers, electrical, technology, plumbing); environmentally friendly mechanicals, 

o Repair the exterior of the building and increase natural light, 

o Preserve and enhance the sacredness of our prayer space, 

o Enhance educational and meeting spaces    
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Did you consider a new building? 

The Board looked at the costs for  

 renovating and updating our current building, 

 building a new building in our current location, 

 acquiring a new site and building a new building elsewhere 

 

Based on the emotional and historical significance of our building, the costs associated with each 

of these choices and the funds we hope to be able to raise, a renovation best meets our needs.  

 

A renovation 

 Will meet our goals for a welcoming, accessible, beautiful Jewish home 

 Maintains our historic place on the shoreline 

 Is more affordable than building new 

 Repairs our building and brings it up to code 

 

Will our synagogue grow? 

Based on our congregation’s size trends and recent demographic information from the Greater 

New Haven Jewish Federation, we do not expect significant membership growth.  

 

Our renovation plans are not intended to significantly increase the size of our building. There 

will be a small increase in size which allows changes to the sanctuary and social hall, 

improvement of bathroom accessibility, and classroom enhancements. 

 

Why did we purchase the adjacent property at 206 Durham Road? 

The Board was approached by the previous owner when they were preparing to sell. The addition 

of this one acre property triples our frontage on Route 79 allowing us to significantly improve 

our driveways and parking. This addition reinforces the decision to renovate (rather than build 

elsewhere) by giving us great options for entrance and egress and allowing us to change to 

footprint of the building if we need to. 

 

When will we “break ground”? When will the new spaces be ready? 

Depending on the speed of our fundraising success, we hope to begin renovations next summer 

(2019) and complete the sanctuary social hall renovation by the High Holidays 2020. Total 

construction time will be between 18 – 24 months to complete, if all goes smoothly. 

 

How will the renovation improve my experience at TBT? 

Here are a few ways that the renovation will improve our experience. 

 The pleasure of being in a building that meets the needs of our 21st century congregation 

and is welcoming to all, 

 Better access to our driveways, front door and parking, 

 A safe drop off area in front of the building, 

 Enlarged parking areas will make it easier to host large functions at TBT and will 

simplify High Holiday parking, 

 Access to the entire building for all with the addition of an elevator, 
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 Updated and beautified sanctuary with more natural light, flexible seating, the ability to 

face the bimah on the High Holidays, the ability to adjust our worship space from 

intimate to very large, live streaming of services and simchas, 

 Updated and beautified social hall with an updated kitchen and deck which will be 

desirable to use for simchas, educational programs and events, 

 Renovated fully accessible bathrooms, 

 Improved air quality and temperature control in the entire building, 

 Enhanced classrooms which support learning for Early Childhood and Religious Schools, 

 Better meeting rooms. 

 

Can we occupy the building during construction? 

Yes, with some careful planning and patience with the inconvenience. It is our plan to avoid 

major holidays and to work around bat/bar mitzvahs and simchas. 

 

A subcommittee of the Building and Renovation Committee is considering alternative spaces 

around Madison for use during our construction, should they be needed. 

 

What are the projected costs? 

If we pursue the second building design (“Scheme II” as presented by Duo Dickinson, architect, 

on May 22, 2018), the estimated cost is $5 million. 

 

How will we pay for the building renovation? 

We hope to afford the $5 million cost with generous gifts from our current members through a 

Capital Campaign. 

 Working with a professional consultant to guide our planned capital campaign, 

 Everyone will have the opportunity to participate and build our future, 

 Donations can be made over a 5 year period, 

 We hope that 100% of our congregation will help make our future a reality, but there will 

not be a forced assessment, 

 It is our goal to fund the project from donations and not be required to take a mortgage 

 

How will costs be managed? 

 Our Building Renovation Committee and Finance Committee will provide close oversite 

 A bookkeeper will be hired to manage these accounts 

 Working with an architect who understands our needs and limitations 

 A thoughtful contractor bidding process 

 Careful day to day oversite of the construction 

 

How can I participate? 

In order to be successful, we must be “all in.” When the time comes for the campaign, your 

participation is crucial.  

 

We hope you will support the campaign financially, participate on committees and attend 

activities which are being planned to support the campaign. 
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When the time comes for the campaign, financial gifts can be made over up to a five year period. 

Gifts can be made in the form of cash, appreciated securities, some forms of real property, and, 

in some cases, employee stock options. If you are over 70.5 years of age, a gift from your IRA 

can provide substantial tax advantages as well. All gifts are subject to review by the Gift 

Acceptance Committee. 

 

Who can I contact for more information? 

Bruce Topolosky is chair of the Building Renovation Committee.  

He can be reached at Bruce@Topolosky.net 

 

Suzanne Frisch is the chair of the Campaign Steering Committee. 

She can be reached at sgfrisch@aol.com 


