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IT’S A JUNGLE OUT THERE!

It’s that time when we come to the opposite end of the year from the High Holy 
Days of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.  It is the story of Esther and the whole 
Megillah. Yes, I'm talking about the festival of Purim.  

On Purim, we can explore our inner personas and allow them to peek out through 
the different “masks” that we wear.  We act silly and masquerade as many differ-
ent things and sometimes reveal a piece of our hidden selves.  Esther, the heroine 

of the story of Purim has a hidden side – the fact that she was Jewish. Why, even her Hebrew name, 
Hadassah, translates to hidden. We see people wearing costumes of all types.  

In my former congregations, I had the opportunity to bring my theater experiences and apply them to 
the various Purim spiels to “kick things up a notch.”  This year our Confirmation class, the Adult Choir, 
and other members of our Religious School will join together for an exciting take on the Purim spiel. 
Join us on Wednesday, March 20th in the early evening – Dinner beginning at 5:15pm - and Purim Spiel 
at 6:00pm.  All are invited!  Bring a friend!  

Please watch out for more information in the upcoming weeks.  It's a jungle out there, and right now, I 
am looking for people to help with costuming, scenery, props, sound board, lighting as well as 
behind the scenes with make-up and a couple of hands helping with the kids.  Please email me 
at cantor@tbtshoreline.org to let me know your interest(s).  

This will be fun for all – the more the merrier!

Cantor Mark Stanton

Also, please join us THIS Friday, March 1st, for a special Jewish Meditation Shabbat!

Second Night Seder April 20! 
See insert flyer for more details.
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President's Column

Shalom. 

Spring is around the corner—although, let’s 
admit it: March often disappoints in Connecti-
cut, making us wait until April for spring. But 
spring definitely comes to TBT in March. We 
have a wonderful Purim celebration scheduled 
on Wednesday, March 20 with a 5:15 p.m. 
communal dinner and then the 6:00 p.m. 
Purim service with the megillah reading and—

most exciting—a Purim spiel. Cantor Stanton will coordinate TBT 
teens and choir in presenting a play to dramatize the Purim story 
(a tradition in many synagogues), and it’s not to be missed! Of 
course, we’ll have TBT’s annual Purim carnival on Sunday, March 
17 at noon, organized as always by our SALTY youth group.

We’ll also fast forward some 2,400 years to the present day in 
March, when we are blessed by noted Jewish author Tal Keinan 
speaking at a free JCC-sponsored book author event at TBT on 
Sunday, March 10, at 12:30 p.m. The author’s book, God Is in the 
Crowd, is a modern and timely look at the Jewish people in the 
21st Century. To help plan, please respond to the Evite.

Then, looking toward the future, please come to our special con-
gregational meeting scheduled for Thursday, March 14, at 7:00 
p.m., to hear the next installment of our periodic updates about 
the progress of our TBT building renovation project. There’s 
lots of exciting news and progress since our last congregational 
(building update) meetings last November. Hope to see you all 
then.

Jeff Babbin

Support the Seder

Pesach will soon be here and with it 
the TBT Second Night Seder on April 
20th (flyer enclosed).

The Sharon Besser Second Night 
Seder Fund was established in 
memory of Sharon Besser, beloved 
member of TBT and former Religious 

School teacher, to help continue the tradition of which Sharon 
was so much a part and provide a beautiful and joyous seder for 
our congregation. 

Please consider donating to this fund to make this year's seder 
the best yet. You can call or mail your donation, or stop by 
during office hours and donate in person (our favorite!).

Thank you, as always, for your generosity.

SOCIAL JUSTICE SHABBAT-MARCH 22
COME. LISTEN. LEARN.

On January 31, 2018, Ethan Song died from an unintentional 
gun shot in a neighbor's home.  The Song family has taken a 
horrific tragedy that no family should ever experience and 
turned it into a 'raison d'etre'.

Mike Song, Ethan's Dad, will speak about the importance of 
passing Ethan's Law, currently moving through the CT legisla-
tive process and may even become a national bill in 2019.  Dr. 
Angela Montgomery,  temple member, Pediatrician and local 
group lead of Moms Demand Action, will speak about the im-
portance of safe gun storage and support of Ethan's Law.  

Come. Listen. Learn.

Salty BBYO Annual
Purim Carnival

Sunday, March 17

 TBT Social Hall, 12 noon

SALTY invites you to join us for 
the annual TBT Purim Carnival! 
Lots of fun for the whole family 
and a great way to support your synagogue youth group. Wear 
your best costume!

Admission is $5 (includes access to all booths). Bring extra 
money for pizza, soda, and hamantaschen.

Questions? Contact the TBT Office.

Purim Pizza, Spiel,
& Megillah Reading

Weds, March 20

Pizza Dinner, 5:15pm*
Purim Service (with Spiel & 
Megillah Reading), 6:00pm

*Pizza Dinner is $5 per person.
You can mail a check or call in a credit card to 203-245-7028, 
or click the PayPal link in the Blast.
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March Services

March 1, 6pm
Greet Shabbat, Meditation 
Shabbat, Birthday Blessings

March 8, 7:15pm
Men's Club Shabbat

March 15, 7:15pm

March 16, 10am
Julian Schlessel Bar Mitzvah

March 22, 7:15pm
Social Justice Shabbat

March 23, 10am
Jordan Fitzgerald Bat Mitzvah

March 29, 7:15pm

March 30, 10am
Claire Spiegel Bat Mitzvah

Torah Study
TBT Library, Saturdays 9am

March 2: Vayak'heil
Exodus 36:20-38:20

March 9: P'kudei
Exodus 39:22-40:38

March 16: Vayikra
Leviticus 4:27-5:26

March 23: Tzav
Leviticus 8:1-8:36

March 30: Shemini
Leviticus 11:1-11:47

Our March Children

Brendan Fitzgerald, Sophia Stanger, 
Natalie Tolchin, Zachary Tolchin, 
Samantha Sigal, Annabelle Tore, 

Noah Indes, Adam Coe, Jacob Sigal, 
Simon Kaiser-Russell, Jack Naccarato, 
Eliana Weinzimer, Bennett Stanger, 

Maya Daniels

Join us at Shabbat Services on March 
1st as we bless our March children.

TBT Book Club

The TBT Book Club will be 
meeting on March 21st (third 
Thursday of the month) to 
discuss our March pick.

As always, we meet at 7:30pm 
at the Hearth in Madison. 

March: Sand and Ash by Amy Harmon
April: The Paris Architect by Charles Belfoure

Oneg Sponsors for February
  Toda Raba!

February 1st: The Families of Grades K-3
February 8th: Marlene Schwartz & Jeff Babbin
February 15th: Suzy Frisch & Jonathan Levine
February 22nd: Hannah Edelson

Please contact the office at office@tbtshoreline.org, or 203-
245-7028 to find out how easy it is to sponsor an oneg. You can 
remember, celebrate, or honor someone or something special 
to you, or just sponsor for no reason at all!

In Memoriam

Paul Goodman, 2/12/19
father of Robert Goodman

“May God Comfort All Who Mourn”

TBT Tots March 10th @10:30am
TBT Youth Lounge

This Month Will Be a 
Purim Celebration!

Please contact Dorothy: with any questions and to RSVP: 
TBTtots@gmail.com

Men's Club & Men's Spirituality
Sunday, March 10th

Men's Club: 9:30am
Enjoy the bagels and schmooze

Men's Spirituality: 10:30am
Explore with the Rabbi

Also: Men's Club Shabbat March 8th!
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TBT Funds Column

Laurence B. and Elaine J. Sommer Memorial Fund for So-
cial Justice was established in loving memory of Laurence 
and Elaine Sommer, Rabbi Howard Sommer’s parents, who 
throughout their lifetimes cared for the hungry, homeless and 
disadvantaged.

The Sommer Fund for Social Justice is overseen by our Social 
Justice Committee and is used to support many causes includ-
ing our Mitzvah Day, Raise the Roof (our Shoreline affiliate of 
Habitat for Humanity), Warm the Children, local food pantries 
and more. The fund has been used at times to support com-
munities in crisis after natural disasters and acts of violence. 
This is one of our most actively utilized funds. This fund has al-
lowed us, as a TBT family, to support causes and communities 
when they need more than our helping hands or when they 
are too far away for us to provide human assistance.

Our Social Justice Committee, chaired by Sarah Mervine (sar-
ahmervine@gmail.com) and Tina Silidker (tslids@gmail.com), 
meets as necessary, sometimes monthly, to plan activities 
which support many causes of social justice locally, nationally 
and internationally. Contact Sarah or Tina if you would like to 
be involved in our work of Tikkun Olam (repairing the world). 
To support the efforts of our Social Justice Committee, please 
contribute to the Laurence B. and Elaine J. Sommer Memorial 
Fund for Social Justice.

The TBT Funds

At Temple Beth Tikvah, we are very fortunate to have funds 
dedicated to supporting a variety of activities. Thanks both to 
the people who have the foresight to establish these funds and 
to the people who make donations throughout each year to 
allow these funds to work for us.

Read The Shofar each month to learn about a different fund so 
that you can understand what these funds are and how they 
are used. Perhaps you will be inspired to support our funds in 
honor of the work they support, in honor or in memory of a 
loved one, or, to commemorate a special event in your life.

If you are making a donation to support temple activities in 
honor of a special life event or in memory of a loved one, 
consider a donation to the Laurence B. and Elaine J. Sommer 
Memorial Fund for Social Justice.

The next meeting is Sunday, March 10 at 10:30.  

Not able to attend a meeting?  Want to do something for Social 
Justice but have limited time?  The next three events are for you!

1.      Come hear the speakers at Shabbat Evening Service on 
March 22 talk about Ethan’s Law.
2.      Donate to the Branford Community Dining Room during our 
Spring food drive — April 1-19.  It is on-line so you don’t even 
need to leave your house to do it!  Just watch for the links that 
will come to you via the shofar blast.
3.      Clean out your closets in May and bring all your profession-
al clothing to TBT for our professional clothing drive to support 
Ken’s Closet, May 1-May 15.

If you can, please come to our next meeting to support these 
programs and give us your own ideas of what you want to see us 
do.  

Thank you in advance for your support of these and other pro-
grams!

Sarah and Tina (sarahmervine@gmail.com; tslids@gmail.com)
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Temple Beth Tikvah Building Project

The Building Renovation Committee met on February 19, 2019 to hear a presentation from Channing Harris and Bob Golde from 
Towers / Golde. They presented ideas for renovation of the driveways, parking lot and landscaping:
• Incorporate the property that was 206 Durham Road
• Improve vehicle circulation (drives), parking and safety
• Modify the topography to even out the terrain, improve accessibility to the front door and improve driveways
• Add parking in the area near Route 79
• Congregational meeting on March 14 will include discussion of these ideas

The Sanctuary Committee (Rob Jacoby, chair) met this month to continue discussions about the configuration of the sanctuary and 
social hall, materials to be used, technology needs. There will be an interior designer engaged to help with the overall interior design 
of the synagogue.

Bruce Topolosky and John Lesage have begun meetings with engineers and town and state officials to confer re. demolition of house 
at 206 Durham Road. Communications have been opened with neighbors to let them know about our anticipated renovation.

Next steps:
1. Permit applications are in process.
2. Town of Madison committee meetings being scheduled: ACCA, P&Z, Inland Wetlands
3. Continue to clarify and refine design ideas.
4. As the project becomes clearer, the Campaign Steering Committee is working on the capital campaign. Subcommittees to  
 address campaign policies, gift solicitations, donor recognition, communications about fundraising and activities to increase  
 awareness of the campaign. If you are interested in working on any of these committees, please contact Suzy Frisch.

Have questions? Be in touch with Bruce Topolosky, Renovation Chair or Suzy Frisch, Campaign Steering Committee chair.

Are you interested in helping to see our project through to success? (Many hands and minds make light work!) Please contact Bruce 
at bruce@topolosky.net or Suzy at sgfrisch@aol.com.

Join the TBT Building Renovation Committee
on Thursday, March 14 at 7 PM

for a quick update on our building plans.
See the latest model and drawings!
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B'nei Mitzvah

Nursery School News

Our TBT Nursery School Purim Parade will be held on Wednes-
day, March 20th at 12:15pm. 

The children will be celebrating all morning leading up to the 
parade. Always a fun day!

If you know of a child, aged 2-5,  that would enjoy this wonderful 
learning environment, contact Nursery School Director 
Bernadette Stak at nsdirector@tbtshoreline.org, or call 203-245-
8039 to get started in the 2019-2020 school year.

We celebrate Shabbat weekly, often with Cantor Stanton, and 
Jewish values are woven throughout our curriculum. Jewish holi-
days are introduced to all our students through traditional foods, 
songs, and stories. Our playbased philosophy is known for send-
ing students from our preschool to their kindergarten experience 
"ready to learn." 

TBTNS students enter school with self-confidence, curiosity and 
a love for school. 

Above, nursery school students invaded the Adult Study Group 
on Pajama Day, much to the delight of the study group!

Julian Schlessel

Julian Schlessel will become a Bar Mitz-
vah at Shabbat morning services at TBT 
on March 16, 2019 at 10:00 am. 

Julian has been working with Cantor 
Stanton, and is feeling ready and excited 
for the celebration.  

The entire congregation is welcome to attend. We hope you will 
be there.

_______________________

Jordan Fitzgerald

Jordan Fitzgerald will become a Bat 
Mitzvah during Shabbat morning 
on March 23, 2019.

Jordan has been working extreme-
ly hard in preparation for her big 
day.

She could not have come this far 
without the help from Cantor 

Goldberg and Cantor Stanton. 

For Jordan's Mitzvah project she has decided to collect items 
for families that have lost their belongings from house fires. She 
will be making care packages and donating them to local fire 
stations in Connecticut. 

Jordan is super excited to share this day with her friends and 
family, many of whom have traveled a distance to be here. The 
entire congregation is welcome to attend

________________________

Claire Spiegel

Claire Elizabeth Spiegel will become a Bat 
Mitzvah at Shabbat morning services at 
Temple Beth Tikvah on March 30, 2019 at 
10am. 

Claire has been hard at work with Cantors 
Mark Stanton and Dorothy Goldberg. 
She feels ready to read her Torah portion 

and celebrate with friends, family and the TBT community. “It’s 
been months of studying and practicing, and I can’t believe the 
big day is almost here!” says Claire. 

The entire congregation is welcome to attend. We hope you 
will join us.
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Contributions

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Susan & Michael Lurie, in memory of Susan's father, Louis   
 Galitzer
Susan & Michael Lurie, in memory of Michael's mother, Pearl   
 Lurie
Roselyn Fenton, in memory of her mother, Sarah Shapiro, and  
 sister Selma Bloomgarden
Mara & Rich Weissmann, with deep gratitude for all Rabbi's care  
 and support
Anonymous Donor, in appeciation of Rabbi Offner's help
Lynda E. Rosenfeld & Richard M. Weiss, in memory of Stanley  
 Rosenfeld
Andrea SanMarco, in memory of Norman Itzkowitz
Ken Rosenberg, in memory of Rosabelle Rosenberg

Cantor's Discretionary Fund
Rabbi Eliana & Alan Falk, in honor of Cantor Mark Stanton
Mona & Robert Goodman, in appreciation of the thoughtful   
 serivce led in memory of their father, Paul Goodman

Endowment Fund
David Greenblatt, in memory of Maye Greenblatt
The Walker Family, in memory of George Walker
Tobie & Mike Meisel, in memory of Mike's father, Edward Meisel
Gloria & Ed Sack, in memory of Ed's beloved mother, 
 Rena F. Sack

General Fund
Susan Forrest & Nick Mandelkern, in memory of Martin Forrest
Susan Fox Hallenbeck & Brian Hallenbeck, in memory of 
 Howard Fox
Nick Mandelkern, in memory of his father, Robert Mandelkern

Lawrence B. & Elaine J. Sommer Memorial Fund 
for Social Justice
Barbara Barrin-Levy, in memory of Nathan Barrin
Marcia Geringer, in memory of Rita Weissmann, mother of 
 Richard Weissmann

Helen Katz Goodkind Beautification Fund
The Spiegel Family, in celebration of Sally Spiegel's artistic 
 talents
Helen Winokur & Family, in memory of Estelle Masler

Building Fund
Tobie & Mike Meisel, in memory of Tobie's mother, Sarah Garth
Sherie & Alan Groves, in memory of Elaine Jacks
Helen & Jack Davis, in memory of Jack's beloved brother, 
 Saul S. Davis

Rabbi Howard Sommer Fund for Continuing Jewish Education
Kim Karlin Rakusin, in memory of her beloved husband, Jack   
 Rakusin

Judith K. Barr Adult Education Fund
Sandy & Dick Whelan, in memory of Ida & Bill Goldberg

Silidker Family Music Enrichment Fund
Cher Richmond, in memory of Kathleen Prescott
Richard L. Chorney, in memory of Albert Chorney

Nursery School Fund
Barbara & Douglas Agranov, in memory of Sarah Lane
Phyllis & Norman Lane, in memory of Sarah Lane
Margaret & Paul Lerner. in memory of Sarah Lane
Cynthia & David Greenblatt, in memory of Sarah Lane
Anonymous Donor, in memory of Sarah Lane
Patricia & Alan Ecker, in memory of Rita Weissmann
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