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GREET SHABBAT WITH WINE AND CHEESE
Dear Friends, 

We have been building momentum around our Shabbat Services and enjoying 
services that are more spirited than ever, and attendance that is rising and rising. 
We don’t want to rest on our laurels, however, so we are continuing to brainstorm 
creative ways to meet the hunger to connect and foster friendship and community. 

Here is our latest new idea that we 
will roll out for summer on First Fri-
days in July and August!

We begin at 6pm in the Front Foyer 
with a Pre-Neg of Wine & Cheese. 
Come - even just to drop by - for a 
casual moment of Wine & Cheese 
and conversation. We will light Shab-
bat Candles and bless the wine. We 
will walk together into the sanctuary 
for a short service of reflection and 
music. Out the door by 7pm, feeling 
nurtured and sustained and rejuve-
nated.

Shorter Service  *  Fun with Friends  *  Social  *  Family-Friendly  *  Celebratory  

 Spiritual  *  Participatory Music  *  Interactive

Shabbat Shalom!

Rabbi Offner
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President’s Column

I came across a wonderful quote by 
Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks, the former 
Chief Rabbi of the English Com-
monwealth: “We are as great as the 
challenges we have the courage to 
undertake.”

It seems so appropriate for a number 
of things swirling around in my head 
lately.

As I write this, we are still reeling as a community and a country 
from yet another needless, senseless, and tragically preventable 
massacre, this time in Orlando. With each successive incident, 
what is our response? Do we become more stirred to action, 
isolated from sadness and fear, or anesthetized by the perceived 
futility in attempting to change the status quo? There are some 
national leaders who seem willing and eager to take on the poi-
sonous and indefensible position of refusing any limits on access 
to assault weapons. If you feel strongly about this issue, what 
can you do, really DO, to help? Can we finally do more than rail 
against the “system,” re-post thoughtful and poignant Facebook 
messages, and then let our anger and resolve dissolve until the 
next tragedy? Stu Weinzimer

TBT’s Annual Backpack Drive

Our Backpack Program provides children, grades K-12, from low-
income families, the opportunity to start the school year with 
new backpacks and a range of school supplies. Bette Zollshan has 
successfully organized this community service for years with our 
ongoing support. This program is extremely important for com-
munities’ students whose parents are stuggling. Please consider 
donating towards the TBT Annual Backpack Program. Simply 
send your check donations 
to TBT no later than August 
1st to ensure Bette has time 
to buy school supplies.

Last year, we purchased 
four cases of notebooks and 
185 backpacks. All were 
distributed to Madison, 
Guilford, Branford, and New 
Haven in early August in 
time for families to receive 
them before the start of 
school. Let’s try to reach 
250 backpacks this year!

Final Month of Assistance 
with Refugee Family

Our Syrian family has been with us for 
five months now. They are making a solid transition to living in 
New Haven, including making friends in their community, having 
their children attend public schools, learning the bus route and 
key stores, and learning English. 

Our next step is to find a full time job for the father. He has full 
legal authorization to work in the United States. We need your 
help in identifying employment opportunities in the Greater 
New Haven area. While he does have an Associate’s Degree in 
Electrical Engineering, earned in Syria, as well as experience in 
the glass industry, the opportunity need not be in those fields. 
It does not have to be management level either - entry level will 
work! If you know of a potential opportunity, please contact 
either Marc Sandler or Marianne Frankel. 

Marianne: (203) 733-1112
mbdfrank@aol.com
Marc: (203) 623-7580
sandlermarc@gmail.com

Thank you for your input.

As a community, we have used both our words and our actions 
to demonstrate our refusal to tolerate bigotry, hatred, and in-
tolerance and show what acceptance and kindness can achieve. 
While we call out anti-Semetic acts in our own neighborhoods, 
and reach out to help the “strangers” in our midst, can we use 
our voices and our hands, as we are compelled as Jews, to heal 
our world? Can we take some action, locally or nationally, to 
make a difference?

You have heard a little over the last few months, and will hear a 
great deal more in the months to come, about our plans to un-
dertake a number of projects that aim to modernize and beautify 
our building, update our mission and governance structures, and 
renew our commitment to our Jewish home on the Shoreline. 
But let us not forget, among all this excitement, to think beyond 
these walls, to actively work together, for a world better than the 
one we have now.

I wish you all a beautiful summer. 

L’Shalom,
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July Services

July 1 (6:00pm)
Greet Shabbat with Wine & Cheese

July 8 (7:15pm)

July 15 (7:15pm)
Visual T’filah

July 22 (7:15pm)

July 29 (7:15pm)

August Services

August 5 (6:00pm)
Greet Shabbat with Wine & Cheese

August 12 (7:15pm)

August 19 (7:15pm)
Visual T’filah

August 26 (7:15pm)
Shabbat at the Beach

Shabbat On The Beach

Friday, August 26th, at 7:15 pm
East Wharf Beach

B.Y.O.B.C.
“Bring Your Own Beach Chair”

45 minute service followed by Walk to 
the Rich Family Home for our Oneg

Oneg Dates Still Open

*July 8th*August 12th*August 19th
*September 23rd*October 14th                                         
*October 21st

Sponsor alone, or with a group, in honor, memory, celebration. 
Our staff will help you.

If you would be generous enough to sponsor an oneg, or have 
questions, call the office at (203) 245-7028, or email Lisa at 
tikvahrac@gmail.com

What’s With The Diapers?

Did you know that children cannot attend 
daycare, even government subsidized day-

care, without a day’s supply of disposable diapers, and that one 
in three families struggle to afford diapers for their babies (which 
are not covered by SNAP)? This can lead to serious health prob-
lems for babies, as young children can end up hospitalized with 
problems like urinary tract and staph infections. Employment 
is challenging for parents who cannot find childcare for their 
infants, keeping the vicious cycle of poverty and stress going.

Based in Clinton, Bare Necessities, Inc distributes diapers and 
other essentials to food pantries and community services along 
the CT Shoreline. 

As members of the Shoreline Basic Needs Task Force, TBT’s Social 
Justice Committee and Bare Necessities will be partnering, to 
increase awareness about this important issue, and to support 
diaper drives to help close the “diaper gap.” Please contact Han-
nah Jurewicz, hannahjurewicz@comcast.net, for more informa-
tion about how you can get involved. Young children deserve the 
opportunity to attend early childhood education programs and 
struggling parents need to be able to get to work.

ALICE, TBT, and Affordable Housing

As the Director of TBT’s Social Justice Committee 
and a  member of the Madison Community, I in-

vited Madison’s First Selectman, Tom Banisch, and Town Planner, 
Dave Anderson, to meet with the VP of Community Develop-
ment, Calvin Price, and The Connection’s Project Manager, Dawn 
Parker to discuss how to increase the number of affordable 
housing units in Madison. Mr. Price and Ms. Parker were able 
to provide connections, to assist Madison in obtaining grants 
for planning, and guidance with the complicated regulations 
involved in working with contractors, town, and building codes 
for affordable housing. 

I strongly encourage all members to contact the Selectman’s 
office and attend open town meetings to communicate your 
support for their efforts and your desire to have more affordable 
housing for aging adults and young professionals wishing to call 
Madison their home. This is one more step we can take to sup-
port those who are ALICE - Asset Limited, Income Constrained, 
Employed.

If you would like more information about how to get involved, 
contact Hannah at hannahjurewicz@comcast.net. Other shore-
line towns and local faith- based organizations are engaged in 
this critical initiative already. 
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Weekly Torah Study
Saturdays at 9 am

July 2nd:      Korach       
    Numbers 17:25-18:32
July 9th:       Chukat
    Numbers 21:11-22:1
July 16th:     Balak       
    Numbers 23:27-25:9
July 23rd:     Pinchas   
    Numbers 28:16-30:1
July 30th:   Matot

      Numbers 30:2-32:42

August 6th: Masei
  Numbers 33:1-36:13
August 13th: D’varim
  Deuteronomy 2:31-3:22
	 In	observance	of	Tisha	B’av	-	Lamentations																																						
August 20th: Va’etchanan 
  Deuteronomy 6:4-7:11
August 27th: Ekev
  Deuteronomy 10:12-11:25
     

Oneg Shabbat
Thank	you	for	hosting	an	Oneg	Shabbat	in	June:

June 3:	Leslie	Mallimson,	Sandy	Brand,	Rhona	Weiss,	and	
Mona	Goodman,	celebrating	the	Bat	Mitzvah	of	Leah	Snyder

June 10:	Robin	Baslaw	and	Susan	Smith,	celebrating	
thirty-five	years	together

June	17:	The	Cancelliere	and	Glassman	families,	celebrating	the	
Bat	Mitzvah	of	Rebecca	Cancelliere

June 24:	Sandy	and	Dick	Whelan,	celebrating	the	marriage	of	
their	daugther,	Leah,	to	Jon	Bellonio

Mazel Tov

Rabbi Offner and Nancy Abramson, on the marriage of their son 
and new daughter-in-law, Dr. Charles and Heather Abramson, on 
May 28th.

Sandy and Dick Whelan, on the marriage of their daughter and 
new son-in-law, Leah Whelan Bellonio and Jon Bellonio, on May 
28th.

Ed and Laury Walker, on the marriage of their son, Dan, to Kim 
Karels

Ron and Bette Zollshan, on the upcoming marriage of their son, 
Jeff, to Liz Crowe.

Jill Russo, Nursery School Teacher Extraordinaire, on her retire-
ment after ten wonderful, blessed, Silly Jilly years.

The TBT Book Club meets the third Thursday of the month  
at 7:30 p.m.  To accommodate one of our members, we have 
been meeting at The Hearth in Madison. We will be reading the 
following books in the next few months:
  
July Lucky Us by Amy Bloom
August My Brilliant Friend by Elena Ferrante     
September Marriage of Opposites by Alice Hoffman
October Henna House by Nomi Eve

For further Information, contact Myra Josephson at 
myrajosephson@gmail.com or 203-488-3350

A Special thanks to the Helping Hands Members who went out 
of their way to help me during my convalescence from surgery. 
My thanks go out to Shaun Glazier, Bonnie Garmisa, Natalie 
Feingold, and Barbara and Douglas Agranov.

Your generous meals, phone calls, and visits were greatly ap-
preciated during this long ordeal of recovery. I will never forget 
you all for your time and caring. You all helped to make a difficult 
time much easier.

I am finally starting to get out a little and beginning to realize 
there is a light at the end of the tunnel.

So again, thank you all so much for your time and delicious 
meals. 

Amy Agranov

2016 Directories Are In

If you have not already done so, please take yours from the 
boxes in the lobby. The directories have labels with names on 
them on the back cover, and should be alphabetized by name.

By taking your directory home with you, you save TBT the 
considerable postage costs of mailing them.

Our advertisers make this directory possible, so please consider 
patronizing their businesses.

To protect the privacy of your fellow members, please dispose of 
any old directories in an appropriate manner.

Directories	Are	For	Members	Only
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TBT Celebrates 40 Years!

This year is going to be very exciting as we come together to plan 
for some renovations to our synagogue and celebrate our 40th 
anniversary.

Did you know that the story of our synagogue began with the 
formation of the Shoreline Jewish Community Organization 
(SJCO) in 1970 and that our Religious School began with 10 
students, ages 6-12 years old, who met in a single class at the 
Madison Community Center?

In 1975, with a congregation of about 100 families, the SJCO 
decided to construct its own sanctuary. In April 1976, the deci-
sion was made to call the new synagogue Temple Beth Tikvah, 
House of Hope, reflecting the dreams and aspirations of this 
fledgling group. Our building was dedicated at Shabbat services 
on Friday, May 13th, 1977, where Rabbi Malcom Stern Az”l, a 
noted historian of American Jews, spoke about “Jewish Pioneers 
in Connecticut.”

We will celebrate our 40th anniversary on Saturday, May 13th, 
2017, with a gala event. Mark your calendar now and save this 
date!

Over the course of this year, as Stu Weinzimer said in his June 
Shofar article, “...we need to know what you want for TBT...con-
stancy vs. change; tradition vs innovation. To what do we hold 
on? What do we let go? What a great gift to be able to steer our 
own course as a community, to choose our direction...We will 
wrestle with big questions this year, as we decide what we want 
to look like - our building, yes, but also our mission, our vision for 
ourselves and our community.

As our temple president, Stu, with the approval of the Board, has 
initiated a process through which we will answer these questions 
and set the stage to follow through on the answers.

Sandy Brand (our Chair of Beautification) and Paul Beckman (our 
Director of Facilities) are co-chairs for our Renovations Commit-
tee. They, along with a group that includes over twenty temple 
members, have been meeting with architects to identify areas 
of the building that must be repaired and areas which we would 
like to renovate. The committee will recommend an architect to 
the Board, which will then approve a design process. You will all 
have the opportunity to discuss ideas how to make our building 
more welcoming, our sanctuary more spiritual, and our common 
areas (hallways and social hall to name two) more comfortable 
and beautiful for study, worship, celebrations, and gatherings. 
Keep an eye and an ear open for dates and places when we will 
come together to dream and plan. Help to write the future of 
TBT.

Committees are also being formed for fundraising and events 
planning for the 40th year celebrations. Would you like to be 
involved? This is a once in 40 years opportunity to shape the 
future of our congregation! 

Contact Sandy Brand, sbpoetry24@gmail.com,
Stu Weinzimer, stuart.weinzimer@yale.edu,
or Suzy Frisch, sgfrisch@aol.com.

Suzy Frisch is chairing the steering committee for these efforts if 
you have questions or would like to be involved. 

You can also call the office at (203) 245-7028, to put you in touch 
with Suzy, Sandy, and Stu.

Celebrate TBT’s 40th Year
with a gala weekend!

Friday, May 12, 2017
rededicating us to our vision of 

Jewish life on the Shoreline

and

Saturday, May 13, 2017
A Gala Event in honor of 

TBT’s 40 years!

SAVE THE DATES

What Will
YOUR LEGACY BE?

As we celebrateTemple Beth Tikvah’s
 40 years as the hub of

Jewish life on the Shoreline, 
have you considered your legacy gift?

Ensure that TBT will be here well into the 
future by providing a gift in your Estate. 

Legacy gifts provide for the future 
even after you are gone.

Find out more about legacy gifts by contacting
Suzy Frisch (sgfrisch@aol.com)



6

July and August Children

Natalie Muskin, Shari Silva, Noah Rothberg, Alyssa Friend, 
Natalie Rose Houlton, Evan Felberbaum, Mickey Glazier, 
Abigail Glassman, Scott Chupp, Briana Hambor, 
Sam Hudson Seigel, Zachary Daniels, Jacob Halsema, 
Nate Rapkin, Dvora Redlich, Ruby Redlich, Dana Shelton, 
enjamin Jacoby, Nathaniel Greif, Leah Snyder, 
Rebecca Cancelliere, Alexander Kagan, Jacob Daniels, 
Noah Godoy, Sophie Mervine-Schiff, Sloane Harlow Seigel, 
Delma Hatton, Indira Greif, Nathan Montgomery

Nursery School 
Registration

Temple Beth Tikvah Nursery School 
has a few spaces available for any-
one interested in joining our highly 
regarded program. We offer a play-
based curriculum that emphasizes 

social skills, problem solving, science, nature, and much more. 
Our very popular enrichment programs are arts-based and can 
be added on throughout the year. If you have, or know of, a child 
that would enjoy these types of activities, while also celebrating 
Shabbat and the holidays, please contact the school (see below) 
to schedule a private tour.

(203) 245-8039
tbtnsdirector@templebethtikvahct.org 

SALTY ELECTS NEW BOARD FOR 2016-17

SALTY is Temple Beth Tikvah’s High School Youth Group. The 
acronym stands for Shoreline ALliance of Temple Youth. SALTY 
recently joined forces with BBYO (B’nai Brith Youth Organization) 
and is now an official chapter of BBYO. We had a first strong year 
as a chapter and look forward to a fantastic new year ahead. 

All 9th through 12th graders are eligible for SALTY membership 
and 8th graders are invited to attend their first BBYO convention 
in the second semester of their 8th grade year.

Please welcome the new SALTY Board:

from left to right: Scott Chupp, V.P. of Jewish Heritage; Mickey 
Glazier, co-V.P. of Membership; Shayla Goldberg, co-V.P. of 
Membership; Zach Moskow, V.P. of Programming; Teddy Friend, 
Treasurer; not pictured: Ilana Foggle, V.P. of Community Service 
and Social Action
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Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
The Rich Family, with thanks for Rabbi Offner’s kindness and 

support during Dashiell’s Bar Mitzvah
Sandy and Myron Brand, in honor of Rabbi Offner’s and Nancy 

Abramson’s son’s marriage - Mazel Tov Charlie and Heather!
Rob and Marcia Jacoby, in recognition of the kindness and
    support Rabbi and many other TBT’ers showed him during his 

recent travail
Wendy and Mark Greenberg, in loving memory of Erwin 
    Harrison
Ethel Anne Chorney, in honor of Ani and Ivan
Anonymous Donor

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Lisa, Eric, Dashiell, and Ethan Rich, with thanks for Cantor’s gen-

erosity, kindness, and mentoring of Dashiell

Endowment Fund
Sam and Rena Powell, in celebration of Rabbi Offner’s and Nancy 

Abramson’s son’s marriage
Sandy and Myron Brand, wishing Lois Meyers a speedy recovery
Sandy and Myron Brand, with high hopes for Helen Winokur’s 

speedy recovery
Susan, Walter, Noah, Sarah, and Luis Spigelman, in memory of 

Jane Richman
Alan and Lois Meyers, in honor of Martha Gamerman’s special 

birthday

Helen Katz Goodkind Beautification Fund
Rose and Edward Gleich, in memory of Lewis Goldstein, loving 

father of Rose
Sandy and Myron Brand, in memory of Shirley Brand, beloved 

mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother
Sandy and Myron Brand, sending wishes for a speedy recovery 

to Debbie Crocker
Sandy and Myron Brand, in memory of Isidor Gootkind, 
    grandfather of Sandy
David and Rosemary Baggish, in memory of Stella Baggish, 

David’s mother

Laurence B. and Elaine J. Sommer Memorial Fund for Social 
Justice

Ed and Laury Walker, in honor of their son Dan’s marriage to Kim 
Karels

Ed and Laury Walker, in honor of Gus’s first birthday

Library Fund
Sidney and Ina Berson, in memory of Gloria Berson
Carole and Myron Gubitz, in memory of Herbert Gubitz

Youth Scholarship Fund
Jack and Helen Davis, in memory of Jack’s beloved father, Sam 

Davis

Rabbi Howard F. Sommer Fund for Continuing Jewish Education
Rabbi Howard Sommer, in memory of Arthur Sommer

The Silidker Family Music Enrichment Fund
Kevin and Roxanne Coady, in memory of beloved father, 
    Emerich Ohlbaum; and Michael David Ohlbaum, beloved 

brother of Roxanne

The Nursery School Fund
Ellen and Art Seigel, in memory of Mary Blank

Thank	You	For	Your	Continued	Generosity

In Memoriam

Jack Hauser, 6/5/16
Father of Elizabeth Hauser, 
grandfather of Ny’Ana and Ryder
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