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It’s time to prepare for Pesach.  Seems that there is more preparation for Pesach than for most holidays.  
In fact, much of the actual holiday is about the ways that we prepare.  

So much to consider!  There is cleaning and cooking and selecting a hagadah and considering the meaning 
of words we say each and every year, that take on new meaning each and every year. 

Consider the words:  “Let all who are hungry come and eat.”  How do we honor this tradition?  At TBT, 
we have a 2nd night seder that everyone is welcome to join.  And though it is a catered event, with costs 
involved, we are emphatic that no one be turned away and so the Sharon Besser 2nd Night Seder Fund 
assures that “All who are hungry can come and eat.”

And yet – being provided one dinner isn’t enough for those on a subsistence budget. And so there is the annual TBT Food Drive that 
takes place from the 1st of April right up until the 1st Seder. Won’t you take part in it? Just pay attention when the Social Justice Com-
mittee asks for your contributions by going online and ordering fresh food to be delivered to the Branford Community Dining Room.  

Cleaning for Pesach is like no other cleaning.  Getting rid of all chametz requires emptying closets and refrigerators and assuring that 
not even one bread crumb escapes our brooms and sponges.  It is the original “Spring Cleaning.”  But those who think it is strictly 
a physical cleaning are mistaken.  We rid ourselves of ‘chametz,’ which are any grains that contain leaven and are therefore ‘puffed 
up.’  So too, it is while on our hands and knees cleaning the floor, that it is the best time to consider the ways we ‘puff ourselves 
up,’ with pride and an inflated sense of self and lack of awareness about our weaknesses.  

One of the most important lines in the Haggadah is “In every generation we are called upon to see ourselves as though we ourselves 
escaped from Egypt.”  It is a line that shouts out to us today:  remember where you came from!  Remember that you came from 
slaves!  Remember that you are a child of immigrants!  And more:  Remember that you yourself are an immigrant.  Maybe, just 
maybe, if we can see ourselves as immigrants we will start treating others with more respect and dignity and welcome.  

And one more final line in every Haggadah:  “Next year in Jerusalem.”  These words were never taken literally.  Though it would 
surely be lovely to make a commitment to spend time in Jerusalem in the coming year, the phrase always reminded us of our hope 
in something greater than today, greater than the here and now.  The Hebrew words “Yerushalayim” translate as “City of Peace.”  
Would that we could create that city of peace all over the world.  What a soaring conclusion to Passover that would be.

My best to you for a zissen Pesach – a joyous and sweet Passover.

L’Shalom,

Rabbi Offner

Second Night Seder April 20!
See insert flyer for more details.
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President's Column

Shalom. 

In a column last year, I wrote about the importance of civility. Sad to say, the need for more civil conversation has 
only become more urgent by the tragic events of Pittsburgh and now New Zealand. Social media seems to have 
further inflamed the delusions of those who see the world through the filter of hate and distrust of people different 
from themselves, and thus resort to violence in pursuit of their twisted views. 

 I was recently in Charleston, SC, where I was reminded of a similar event in 2015 when nine black congregants 
were gunned down during a church service. Jews, Muslims, African-Americans – all people going about their lives, 
killed during communal prayer. The crisis of these events transcends any one group. Only by coming together as a 

community to speak out against all hate, against all groups, can we hope for a better future. There is a direct line between Pittsburgh 
and New Zealand. On the Friday night after the New Zealand shootings, Rabbi Offner spoke passionately against hate and violence 
in all of its forms and lit a candle in memory of the victims. People of all faiths have attended vigils, in Connecticut and elsewhere, to 
mourn the dead and support the people of New Zealand.

The holiday of Purim was celebrated shortly after the events in New Zealand. Purim can remind us of how hate toward others differ-
ent from oneself can potentially lead to tragedy – but also how brave people who speak out to educate our leaders and community 
about the dangers of zealotry can change the conversation and lead to peaceful co-existence in a diverse society.

One final note, on a more local scale, TBT’s Social Justice Committee has organized an opportunity for us to help those in our com-
munity in need of basic sustenance. Our Spring Food Drive begins on April 1 and continues until April 19. This drive is entirely online. 
You can go to https://tinyurl.com/TBT-FoodDrive-2019 and order healthy, perishable food (including eggs, milk, fresh fruit, and 
vegetables) for delivery to the Branford Community Dining Room. Please partake in this important event to help our own friends and 
neighbors.

Jeff Babbin

Annual 
Congregational 

Meeting

Tuesday, May 14, 2019
7-8:30pm

Chai & Legacy Dinner
Friday, April 12 @6pm

Are you a Chai Member? Have you made a 
Legacy commitment to TBT? 

If so, you should have received an invitation to Shabbat dinner 
in the mail. (Not sure? Check the list on the back of the flyer for 
our Chai/Legacy Service in this Shofar.)

Join us for Shabbat Dinner on April 12 at 6pm. This special din-
ner recognizes and thanks you, those members of TBT, who have 
been a part of our community for 18 years or longer and those 
who have made Legacy gifts and pledges to our endowment.

Please RSVP to the office 203-245-7028 or office@tbtshoreline.
org

A special service follows at 7:15pm.

Bat Mitzvah: 
Danica Lustberg

4/6/2019

Dani Lustberg will become a Bat 
Mitzvah at Shabbat morning ser-
vices at TBT on April 6th, 2019 at 
10:00 am. 

Dani has been working diligently to 
prepare with Cantor Stanton and 
is looking forward to leading the 

service and sharing this special day with her family, friends, 
and the congregation.  

All are welcome to join us in celebrating this special occasion.
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April Services

April 5, 6pm
Greet Shabbat with Wine & Cheese; 
Birthday Blessings

April 6, 10am
Dani Lustberg Bat Mitzvah

April 12, 7:15pm
Chai & Legacy Shabbat

April 26, 7:15pm
Shabbat & Yizkor

Torah Study
TBT Library, Saturdays 9am

April 6: Tazria
Leviticus 4:27-5:26

April 13: Metzora
Leviticus 14:33-15:33

April 27: Acharei Mot I
Leviticus 6:1-34

Our April Children

Ruby Wasserman, Kevin Goldberg, 
Leo Hergan, Tyler Mezrich, 
Simona Cottrill, Levi Indes, 

Elijah Labowe-Stoll, Nina Brauer, 
Dashiell Rich, Katya Labowe-Stoll, 

Lucas Felberbaum, 
Cassie Handelman, Toyba Barasz, 

Eve Young, Juliette Young, 
Emily Arnold, Joshua Daniels

Join us at Shabbat Services on April 5th 
as we bless our April children.

TBT Book Club

The TBT Book Club will be 
meeting on April 18th (third 
Thursday of the month) to 
discuss our April pick.

As always, we meet at 7:30pm 
at the Hearth in Madison. 

April: The Paris Architect by Charles Belfoure

Oneg Sponsors for March
  Toda Raba!

March 1st: The Barasz Family, in honor of Marjorie Hart
March 8th: The TBT Men's Club, in celebration of Men's Club   
       Shabbat
March 15th: Julie Schlessel & Tammy Aiello, in celebration of   
        the Bar Mitzvah of their son, Julian Schlessel
March 22nd : The Hatton Family, in celebration of 
           the Bat Mitzvah of Jordan Fitzgerald
March 29th: Beryl & Mickey Slater, in celebration of the 
         Bat Mitzvah of their granddaughter, Claire Spiegel

Please contact the office at office@tbtshoreline.org, or 203-
245-7028 to find out how easy it is to sponsor an oneg. You can 
remember, celebrate, or honor someone or something special 
to you, or just sponsor for no reason at all!

In Memoriam

Ilene Honey Friedman, 3/20/19
mother of Megan Seigel

“May God Comfort All Who Mourn”

TBT Tots April 7th 
@10:30am

TBT Youth Lounge

This month will be a music-filled 
family celebration of Passover!

Men's Club & 
Men's Spirituality

Sunday, April 28th

Men's Club: 9:30am
Enjoy the bagels and schmooze

Men's Spirituality: 10:30am
Explore with the Cantor

Mazel Tov!

To Nancy Abramson & Rabbi Offner, on 
the birth of their granddaughter, Sage 
Madeline Abramson. who was born on 
February 24, 2019.
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Social Justice Spring Food Drive

From April 1st through April 19th we will be 
'collecting fresh food' for the Branford Community Dining Room 
through donations made to the website below. 

No heavy bags to schlep!!

As you empty your shelves of hametz, think about those who 
struggle to eat healthy fresh foods and how easy it is to give 
them just that through this online campaign.  Our goal is to pro-
vide 500 lbs of nutritious ingredients for the Community Dining 
Room in Branford to use in the meals they prepare every day of 
the week.

You will be able to go to the donation store and pick out the 
healthy food items you wish to purchase for them and then they 
will be delivered directly to the Community Dining Room.  

Shop here for your donation:
https://tinyurl.com/TBT-FoodDrive-2019 

Thank you for your support and helping those in need,
Social Justice Committee

TBT Funds Column

Judith K. Barr Fund for Adult Education was established in lov-
ing memory of Judith Barr by her husband, Charles Barr, and 
many friends. Judith was a champion of education and led the 
programming of our Adult Education at TBT for many years. She 
brought passion, grace and keen intelligence to all she did. Her 
commitment to our ongoing learning brought many excellent 
programs to our congregational family and the broader Shore-
line community.

The Judith K. Barr Fund for Adult Education helps to fund adult 
education programs at TBT so that we may continue to learn. 
Your donation to this fund keeps Judith’s memory alive and as-
sures that we all embrace her passion for life-long learning.

The TBT Funds

At Temple Beth Tikvah, we are very fortunate to have funds 
dedicated to supporting a variety of activities. Thank you to both  
the people who have the foresight to establish these funds and 
to the people who make donations throughout each year to al-
low these funds to work for us.

Read the Shofar each month to learn about a different fund so 
that you can understand what these funds are and how they are 
used. Perhaps you will be inspired to support our funds in honor 
of the work they support, in honor or in memory of a loved one, 
or to commemorate a special event in your life.

If you are making a donation to support temple activities in hon-
or of a special life event or in memory of a loved one, consider a 
donation to the Judith K. Barr Fund for Adult Education

Jewish Mindfulness & 
Meditation 4/6 @8am

Jewish Mindfulness & Meditation 
normally meets the 1st and 3rd 
Saturday of every month at 8am. 
This month, there will only be 
one session - April 6th, in obser-
vance of Passover.

Notice of Cemetery Plot Price Increase

The Temple Beth Tikvah cemetery is located in a portion of the 
Beaverbrook Cemetery in Clinton, Connecticut.  For many years, 
TBT congregants have been able to purchase cemetery plots in 
the TBT cemetery for themselves and their loved ones.

Last month, at the recommendation of the Religious Activities 
Committee, the TBT Board of Directors voted to increase the cost 
of a plot for TBT members.  Effective June 1, 2019, the cost of a 
plot in this cemetery is $1800 for members and $2800 for non-
members, respectively.  Despite the increase, these new rates 
are comparable to or even lower than what congregations in our 
area charge for cemetery plots. There is no additional adminis-
trative fee, and the price includes perpetual care of the plot.

Temple Beth Tikvah members can purchase cemetery plots at 
the member rate for themselves, their immediate family mem-
bers, and their Jewish parents and Jewish adult children, as well 
as the spouses of their Jewish parents and adult children.   All 
other individuals pay the non-member rate.

Please take note of these price increases.  If you decide to pur-
chase cemetery plots, the Temple Beth Tikvah Adminstraror is 
available to assist you.

Cantor's Special 
Purim Shabbat with 

TBT Preschool, 
pictured below
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Temple Beth Tikvah Building Project Update 

The Building Committee and its subcommittees continue to actively work on plans for the renovation.

Over 40 people attended the congregational meeting on March 14 at which Bruce Topolosky led a discussion about the current activi-
ties of the committee and shared current drawings of the ideas for building and landscape renovation. The main points were:

Ongoing Design:
• Sanctuary / Social Hall Committee
• Schools / Classrooms / Meeting Spaces
• Kitchen / Storage spaces
• Technology / Security
• Driveways / Parking / Landscaping

Demolition of the acquired building
• Permitting (90 day wait)
• Removal of historical or reusable items (historical salvage, Habitat for Humanity)
• Abatement of possible “toxins,” demolition and removal of waste
• Preserve stone for landscaping

Permitting for demolition. Meetings with ACCA (Advisory Committee on Community Appearance), Planning & Zoning, In-Land Wet-
lands and State DOT (Department of Transportation).

Options for utilities
• Access to public water
• Possibility of solar or geothermal
• Option to bury utilities (electrical, cable, etc.)
• Security options

Communications with neighbors
• Public notices
• Letters and conversations with immediate neighbors
• Reconfiguration of easements for 198 and 214 Durham Road

Preparation for “Phase I” – possibly this summer - initial work for driveways and parking with the capacity to park most everyone for 
High Holidays 5780.

As the project becomes clearer, the Campaign Steering Committee is working on the capital campaign. Subcommittees to address 
campaign policies, gift solicitations, donor recognition, communications about fundraising and activities to increase awareness of the 
campaign. If you are interested in working on any of these committees, please contact Suzy Frisch.

Have questions? Be in touch with Bruce Topolosky, Renovation Chair or Suzy Frisch, Campaign Steering Committee Chair. Are you in-
terested in helping to see our project through to success? (Many hands and minds make light work!) Please contact Bruce at bruce@
topolosky.net or Suzy at sgfrisch@aol.com.

Red Cross Blood Drive
Monday, April 29th

12:45-6pm

 
Visit Redcross.org to sign up.

Walk-ins welcome.
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From Cantor Stanton: 

In telling the story of Purim, and the 
descendant of Amalek, Haman (booo), 
we see how one person almost wiped out 
the Jews from the land of Persia.  We very 
often look at the story from the top down 
– the main characters but hear little from 
ancient history of those that would be 
affected.  

Looking into history of this past century, and thinking of the Ho-
locaust, we see and hear of the many, many stories of struggle 
and survival through this terrible chapter in world history and 
the history of the Jewish people.  Today, we are in the delicate 
time when the last of these survivors – the children of the Holo-
caust – can tell their first-hand stories of survival. Agnes Vertes, 
pictured below, has one of those unique and unusual stories.  

Born in Budapest, Hungary, her Jewish identity was hidden under 
the guise of a Protestant young girl.  After liberation Agnes and 
her younger sister were miraculously reunited with their parents, 
but then shortly thereafter were classified as enemies of the 
people because her family owned a large wholesale business 
prior to the war.  After the Hungarian revolution of 1956 their 
family escaped to Austria and arrived in New York in 1957.  Mrs. 
Vertes’ life changed for the better.  

In the 1990’s Mrs. Vertes joined the Holocaust Child Survivors of 
Connecticut and for over 20 years has been the president of the 
organization, speaking in schools, synagogues, churches and a 
variety of organizations about her experiences in the Holocaust. 
At that time, she was also a volunteer interviewer for Spielberg’s 
Shoah Visual History Foundation and interviewed over a hundred 
survivors from many different countries.

In 2004 she was the keynote speaker at the yearly statewide 
commemoration in the senate chambers in Hartford, and to her 
many credits, Mrs. Vertes is also an independent documentary 
filmmaker, winning multiple awards over the years.  Last April 
she finished her latest documentary “Judith, You Will Live."  
There is much more to her story and it is so important that these 
witnesses’ stories are heard directly. 

I hope you will join us on May 1, 2019 at 7:00pm when Temple 
Beth Tikvah will be host to this year’s observance of Yom 
HaShoah, with Agnes Vertes as our guest speaker.  This year’s 
theme will be “The Last Survivors: The 
Children.”

B’Shalom,
Cantor Mark Stanton

Raise The Roof News: 
Your Shoreline Habitat 

Connection

387 Lenox Street House - A 
House Becomes a Home

Habitat for Humanity staff, the Raise the Roof Board, 
supporters, friends and family all 
gathered to officially celebrate the 
"passing of the hammer," (home 
ownership responsibility) to the 
Sanchez family. Speeches were 
made by Bill Casey, Habitat Execu-
tive Director and Donna Gregory, 
Raise the Roof Board President. 
Gifts from various groups were also 
presented.

Ada Sanchez graciously gave a tour 
of their beautifully decorated new 
home and servied delicious homemade foods that filled a buf-
fet table. It was a beautiful event that was the culmination of 
months working together to make a house a home. 

Temple Beth Tikvah is proud to be a partner of Raise the Roof 
since its inception 15 years ago. 

We all wish the Sanchez family many happy days in their new 
home. 

Pictured: Top, left - Edwin, Ada, and Edwin Jr.; Middle, right - 
Grandson Ace thrilled as he receives the hand-painted crate full 
of books from our TBT young adults; Bottom - A photo album 
that included written messages from our TBT students. 
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Contributions

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
The Chupp Family, with joy in celebration of the birth   
 of Sage Madeline Abramson, granddaughter of   
 Nancy Abramson and Rabbi Stacy Offner.
Sondra Bernblum, in memory of Fannie Bernblum
Janet & David Rimm, in memory of Janet's mother,   
 Doris Thrush
Mollie & David Keller, to welcome Sage Madeline
Roxanne & Kevin Coady, in memory of Viola 
 Ohlbaum, Roxanne's beloved mother
Laurie Peck, in appreciation and celebration of the   
 conversion of April D'Amato
Rhona & Alan Weiss, in memory of Robert  
 Goodman's father, Paul Goodman

Cantor's Discretionary Fund
Gloria Light, in memory of Robert Light
The Kohn Family, in memory of Steven R. Kohn

Endowment Fund
Helenne & Henry Gettenberg, in memory of Eisig   
 Gettenberg, beloved father and grandfather
The Mandel Family, in loving memory of 
 Milton Mandel
Leslie Sude, in memory of Paul Sude
Amy & John McCauley, in memory of Paul Goodman,   
 father of Robert Goodman
Ethel Anne Chorney, in memory of Paul & Ida Rollin

Laurence B. & Elaine J. Sommer Memorial Fund for Social 
Justice
Judy Mirkin Strom, in memory of Esther Mirkin

Silidker Family Music Fund
Ben & Robin Baker, in memory of Robin's mother, Janet 
Kevrick

Youth Scholarship Fund
The Paglino Family, in memory of Howard & Carol Portugal

Helen Katz Goodkind Beautification Fund
Sandra & Myron Brand, in memory of Paul Goodman,   
father of Robert Goodman
Sandra & Myron Brand, in memory of Helen Katz   
 Goodkind
Sandra & Myron Brand, in memory of Shirley Brand

Building Fund
Tobie & Mike Meisel, with congratulations to Nancy &   
 Rabbi on the birth of their new granddaughter
Carol & Don Miller, in memory of Sidney & Gert   
 Miller
Lois & Bob Kessler, in memory of Kevin Roche, 
 Pritzker Prize Recipient, Architect of the Jewish   
 Museum, A Living Memorial to the Holocaust, in  
New York City, colleague, mentor, friend
Helen & Jack Davis, in memory of Jack's beloved 
 sister, Irene Wyman
Sheila Rubin England, in memory of her father, Morris   
 Cohen

Annual Fund
Rachel and Jill Eder, in loving memory of Yvette &   
 Arthur Eder

Nursery School Fund
Sandra & Myron Brand, in memory of Sarah Lane
Amy & John McCauley, in memory of Sarah Lane

Library Fund
Shula & Raymon Sterman, in memory of Bella &   
 Itzhak Privner

Thank You for your Generous Contributions.
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NYC BOUTIQUE FITNESS CLASSES 
HERE ON THE SHORELINE 

founded and taught by TBT member
Audrey Slater Spiegel 

want all the details? visit us at
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or email audrey@soundbodystudio.com 
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