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Dear Friends, 

The major Jewish holidays of the autumn season are now in the past, but we can look forward to 
two wonderful holidays in November. Though they are admittedly not Jewish holidays, they are 
most certainly holidays that we embrace and observe wholeheartedly as Jews

Two holidays in November, you say?  What could they be?  Thanksgiving is obviously one of them.  
The other – a personal favorite:  Election Day.  Yes, I think it is right to call Election Day a holiday.  
In fact, it is such an important day that I don’t think it would be wrong for the U.S.A. to make it a 
federal holiday.  Make sure to vote on November 6.

I am keenly aware that as I write this “November” column, we do not yet know the outcome of 
the 2018 midterm elections.  But shortly after this SHOFAR is in your hands, we will indeed know 
the outcome. I don’t know if you will be excited or disappointed, surprised or dismayed.  But I do 

know one thing:  whatever the results of the election, we will continue to do the work that needs to be done.  No matter 
who is in elected office, we will continue to work unceasingly to make our world a better, safer, more peaceful planet.  

And as we head towards Thanksgiving, we should all pause and remember to be thankful that we live in these United States 
of America.  Thanksgiving is an opportunity to remember those first pioneers who came to this country by boat.  No, I don’t 
mean the pilgrims who travelled on the Mayflower, I refer rather to the Jewish pilgrims who were also fleeing religious 
persecution and came to these shores in the hopes of a better future.  Twenty-three Jews came to the United States from 
Brazil in 1654 and settled in New Amsterdam. 

Our numbers have swelled from 23 in 1654 to 5.8 million Jews in America today.  That is less than 2% of the population of 
the United States, but it is still the largest Jewish population in the world outside of Israel, and almost equal in number to 
Israel.  Fully 80% of the world’s Jewish population now lives in either the U.S. or Israel. 

May we continue to flourish in this country, and may we always contribute to the flourishing of our country.  

Chag Same’ach – to a good Election Day and a blessed Thanksgiving.

Rabbi Offner

Palliative Care: 
How to Take Control of Your Medical Care

A special Shabbat evening 
with guest scholar, Dr. Joseph Sacco.

Erev Shabbat Service
November 16

7:15pm

Oneg in Memory of Sally Spiegel
Hosted by her TBT Study Group Friends

Dr. Joseph Sacco, left, is the chief 
medical officer of the Connecticut 
Hospice, Inc., America’s first hospice.  

He is also a Clinical Assistant Profes-
sor of Medicine at the Yale School of 
Medicine.  

He is an expert in palliative medicine 
and we are delighted that he will be 
joining us for what is sure to be a very 
important and thought-provoking 
evening.  
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Oneg Sponsors for October - Toda Raba!

September 28th: Helen Winokur, in memory of her mother-in-
law, Elva Winokur
October 5th: The Schneider, Lee, Chupp, Gordon, Glassman, 
Pinchbeck, and Beitel-Smith families, in celebration of Dylan 
Friedman's Bat Mitzvah
October 12th: The Cantor Installation Committee, in celebration 
of the installation of Cantor Stanton
October 19th: The Stein/Dokko and Jacoby families, in celebra-
tion of Dean Paglino's Bar Mitzvah
October 26th: Jeff Babbin & Marlene Schwartz

Please contact the office at office@tbtshoreline.org or 203-245-
7028 to find out how easy it is to remember, celebrate, honor, 
or appreciate anyone or anything you choose by sponsoring an 
oneg!

The Jewish Experience 
On Film

Outstanding and provocative films present 
the experience of Jews around the world, 

both past and present.

Please note these screening dates and plan to attend on 
Wednesday evenings at 7:30pm for this 30th year of our TBT 
film series!

~ Ken & Martha Gamerman

Fill the Void – Israeli drama – January 9th 
Bye Bye Germany – German drama – January 16th 

In Between – Arab-Israeli drama – January 30th 
Germans and Jews – U.S. documentary – February 6th

As always, feel free to bring a snack to share!

SAVE 
THE 

DATE
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November Services

November 2nd, 6pm
Birthday Blessings, Consecration

November 9th, 7:15pm

November 10th, 10am
Bat Mitzvah of Charlie Lee

November 16th, 7:15pm
Guest Scholar, Dr. Joseph Sacco

November 23rd, 7:15pm

November 30th, 7:15pm
Learner's Shabbat

Torah Study
TBT Library, Saturdays 9am

November 3rd: Chayei Sarah
Genesis 23:1-25:18

November 10th: Tol'dot
Genesis 25:19-28:9

November 17th: Vayeitzei
Genesis 8:10-32:3

November 25th: Vayish'lach
Genesis 2:4-36:43

Our November Children

Slater Boms, Matthew Perrotti, 
Brendan Cohen, Harrison Tore, 
Miriam Taylor, Charlotte Lee, 

Alexandra Rothstein, 
Juliana Montgomery, 

Madeline McCullock, Benjamin Coe, 
Luke Perrotti, Joshua Arnold, 

Zeva Barasz, Samuel Reed, 
Hannah Lambek

Join us at Sabbat Services on November 
2nd as we bless our November children.

TBT Book Club

The TBT Book Club will be 
meeting on November 15th 
(third Thursday of the month) 
to discuss our November pick.

As always, we meet at 7:30pm 
at the Hearth in Madison. 

November: White Houses by Amy Bloom
December: Dirty Wars and Polished Silver by Lynda Schuster

Charlie Lee to become a Bat Mitzvah
11/10/18

Charlotte “Charlie” Miller Lee will 
become a Bat Mitzvah at Shabbat 
morning services at TBT on Novem-
ber 10th at 10 am. 

Charlie has enjoyed studying with 
Cantor Dorothy Goldberg and Can-
tor Stanton and is looking forward 
to leading our congregation and 
lots of her school, soccer and sum-
mer friends on this special day. 

Charlie and her family would love for the entire congregation to 
join them in this celebration.

In Memoriam

Jay Kislak, 10/3/18
father of Jonathan Kislak

Betty Richter, 10/18/18
mother of Barry Richter

“May God Comfort All Who 
Mourn”
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To Jonathan Levine & Suzy Frisch on the birth of their first 
grandchild, Gabriel, son of Sebastian & Rachel Vivanco, born on 
October 11, 2018

To Henry & Helenne Gettenberg, on the birth of their grandson, 
Essex Graehme Schaer, born to their daughter, Allisyn & son-
on-law Bryan, on October 10, 2018. Essex joins his big brother, 
Hudson, in the family.

Raise the Roof News

Work on the 14th house with Raise the 
Roof/Habitat continued with our team 
of enthusiastic volunteer builders. The 
photos below show the house before 
work began (left) to its present state. 
(right).

The home should be completed by the 
end of the year when the keys to the 

house will be turned over to the Sanchez family. A dedication 
ceremony will take place at that time to mark the happy occa-
sion. 

For more information, go to www. raisetheroofct.org

Read Aloud Day at Ross-Woodward 
Classical Studies Magnet School

Once again, TBT will be participating in Read Aloud Day at 
Ross-Woodward Classical Studies Magnet School at 185 Barnes 
Avenue in New Haven on Tuesday, November 13 from 10:00-
12:00.  

All are invited to participate—books are provided and light re-
freshments will be served. Ross-Woodward is easily accessible 
from Rt. 80, I-95 (exit 51) or I-91. Carpooling along the shore-
line can be arranged!  The children look forward to our visits 
and this is a wonderful chance to promote literacy and model 
good reading habits.

If interested in participating, please contact Kate Lee at 
kflee181@gmail.com.

Social Justice

October was a busy month!  The Social Justice Committee, along 
with many congregants and students, joined together on Octo-
ber 14 to participate in the Crop Hunger Walk to raise money 
and awareness for hunger relief locally and around the world.  
We had a beautiful day and a great turnout from TBT.  Rabbi 
Offner, along with State Rep. Sean Scanlon, kicked off the walk.  
Rabbi Offner’s words, taken from Leviticus, reminded us what 
the Torah says about sharing our crops and feeding the hungry.  
After her opening, the group walked from Jacob’s Beach to the 
Guilford Green and back again.  Check out our pictures (below, 
bottom left and right) and thank you to all of the TBT members 
who came out to join the walk and support this worthy cause!  
We hope to do it again next year.

Shortly after the walk, the Social 
Justice Committee sponsored 
a very successful Candidate 

Forum (above, top left) at TBT on October 18 which included all 
of the candidates for State Senate and State Representative for 
the Guilford and Madison area.  The forum drew a huge crowd 
of both congregants and community members from Madison, 
Guilford and Clinton, who came out to hear their local candi-
dates answer questions on a range of issues.  The candidates 
spoke on topics ranging from gun control and tolls on the road 
to how to work civilly with one another.  Thanks to the expert 
moderators, Selectman Al Goldberg and Joe MacDougal, the 
candidates stayed on track and the dialogue was civil and infor-
mative throughout the night.  Rabbi Offner ended the evening by 
imploring everyone to vote on November 6.  A special thanks to 
the moderators and to Al Goldberg, Jill Lesage, Jeff Babbin and 
Rabbi Offner for all of their help in organizing and publicizing the 
event with the Committee

Want to get involved with some of these events?  Mark your 
calendars for out next event -- Mitzvah Day – December 16 
from 9:30-noon.  Come be part of the planning at the next So-
cial Justice meeting, November 6 at 7:30 PM (after you vote!).  
Can’t make it to the meeting but still want to be part of the day? 
No problem! E-mail Sarah at sarahmervine@gmail.com and Tina 
at tslids@gmail.com and volunteer just for the day of the event.  
We welcome your participation!

Sarah Mervine and Tina Silidker
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Building Project Updates

Learn More About the Progress of Our Renovation Plans on November 4 or November 13.
See Below for Details!

We continue to plan for major renovations to our temple building and grounds.  We aspire to make TBT the best house 
of worship and community for each of us – but we also are reminded of our aging infrastructure by recent events.  Yes, 
we’re talking about no air conditioning in the last days of summer, leaks in the roof and around windows during the 
recent rains, a sink hole in the driveway behind the Rabbi’s parking spot, and the front door becoming unhinged (and 
thanks to the Men’s Club for keeping it a functioning door for now!). 

 The Building Renovation Committee met on October 10, 2018 and recommends:
 • Adopting an aspirational timeline to be in a renewed sanctuary by fall 2020,
 • Pursuing “Scheme 2” from the May 22 meeting for developing a more specific architectural design, 
 • Developing initial landscaping plans to improve safe access from Route 79 and increase parking in 
    consultation with Towers Golde landscape architecture firm.

 Subcommittees are meeting to:  
 • Identify sanctuary & social hall issues to be addressed for design considerations (Chair: Rob Jacoby),
 • Examine the opportunities for our driveway, parking and landscaping as enhanced by the acquisition of 
    additional property (Chair: John Lesage),
 • Understand the needs of our Religious School and Nursery School (Chair: Jason Glazier), 
 • Consider alternative spaces for use during our construction, should they be needed (Chair: Jerry Davis).

Attend one of the two meetings to discuss the progress of the Building Renovation Committee.
 *Sunday, November 4 at 9:30 AM (bagels at 9:30 AM, meeting at 10 AM), OR
 *Tuesday, November 13 at 7 PM.
The same information will be presented at both meetings, with opportunity for discussion with the Building Renovation 
Committee and Board of Directors.

If you are interested in helping to see our project through to success, please contact Building Chair, Bruce Topolosky at 
bruce@topolosky.net or Development Chair, Suzy Frisch at sgfrisch@aol.com.
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From Cantor Stanton:

Dear Friends,
I am deeply moved and overjoyed from the service and celebration of my installation on Friday, October 12.  For 
those that were not there over 200 members of our TBT community, plus several friends from Wilmington, DE, 
gathered for Shabbat services that included many different musical combinations from different parts of our 
community including: Cantor Dorothy Goldberg, Rick Calvert, Walter Stutzman, Stu Weinzimer, Jodie Ambrozino, 
Members of our Adult Choir and a young talent, Natalie Houlton, who joined us in singing a rendition of the R’tzei 
prayer.  

Rabbi Stacy Offner, Sandra Beckman, Co-Chair of the Search Committee,  and Rabbi Emeritus, Peter Grumbacher from Congregation 
Beth Emeth, Wilmington, DE,  also spoke beautifully.Presentations of a Welcome Basket, a beautiful tallis/tallit, along with a picture 
from our nursery school were made by Jeff Babbin, President of TBT, Co-Chairs of the Installation Committee, Christine Dokko and 
Sue Groll, and Co-Chair of the Education Committee, Peter Chorney.

This has been the best start one could ever wish for and I thank everyone who contributed their time, talents and resources to help 
create a night that I (and I believe many others) will remember for a very long time. Thank you all so much!!

************
The Holy Days, Sukkot, and Simchat Torah are now behind us but I wish to thank the many, many people who honored us with their 
time and talents by preparing Torah and Haftarah readings and other blessings, members of our TBT Adult Choir, TBT Ensemble, solo-
ists and children from our Religious School, Shofar blowers and (of course) Patti Smith-Romanski (cellist) and Bill Speed (piano) for 
their rendition of Bruch’s Kol Nidre.  Together everyone, over the course of the Days of Awe, helped to create a very special atmo-
sphere helping us turn inwards in prayer.

Both Sukkot and Simchat Torah were both well attended as we had our Pizza-In-The-Hut for Sukkot and Dinner and Dancing for our 
Simchat Torah Celebration.  Our families danced and kept spinning through the “Hakafot,” circling laps weaving around our sanctuary 
and social hall and continuing until the kids were all spun out!  How fun!!

************
An important event coming up, that I would like to invite everyone to, is our Consecration of our youngest students on the “First 
Friday,” November 2nd, 2018 at 6:00 PM as we celebrate the beginning of their Jewish journey and studies in our Religious School 
including Zachary Daniels, Rachel Healy, Asher Jacoby, Sarah Rosenthal, and Ruby Wasserman, and joined by their Kindergarden and 
1st Grade teachers, Judy Pozzi and Susie Forrest respectively. 

Another special service will be our Learners' Shabbat on Friday, November 30th at 7:15pm. Please bring any and all questions with 
you. (This should be interesting!) One last thing is a Save-the-Date, Friday, December 14th at 7:15pm, for a very special musical 
celebration honoring Walter Stutzman for his 33-1/3 years of music at TBT. Look out for more information shortly.

************
Religious School is up and running…and bustling!  This year we have three new teachers joining us: Ms. Susie Forrest in our 1st 
Grade, Mrs. Julie Glosband-Mendez for grades 5 & 7, and Ms. Shai Toviah who has joined us in our Hebrew Lab.  If you can stop by, 
please take a moment and welcome them to our family.  

All-in-all, things are looking great for a bright year ahead.  I wish you all what Israelis call “Chag HaHodayiah,” a Happy Thanksgiving!!

B’Ahavah uv’Shalom (In Love and in Peace),
Cantor Mark Stanton

Nursery School News 

TBTNS is in the midst of a wonderful school year! 

We are looking forward to many fun programs this year...including a Parent Night on Octo-
ber 25th (see December Shofar for pictures!) here in the Social Hall. 

We began the year by celebrating the High Holidays, which is always exciting for the 
children. They loved meeting Cantor Stanton, seen in this photo...everyone blowing their 
shofar!

If you know a preschool-age child who might be interested in our programs, call Director 
Bernadette Stak at 203-245-8039 or email NSdirector@tbtshoreline.org
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Contributions

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Lynda E. Rosenfeld & Richard M. Weiss, in memory of Regina   
 Rosenfeld
Joan & Franklin Green, in memory of Isaac Shapiro
Len & Maureen Fried, in memory of Maureen's father, Sidney  
 Maxen
Mollie Bland, in memory of her husband, Howard J. Bland
Bruce & Frayda Topolosky, in memory of Sally Spiegel
Myron & Sandy Brand, in appreciation of the Rabbi's spiritual 
 guidance these High Holy Days
Sydney Perry, in honor of Rabbi Offner
Margo Merin & Charles Barr, in appreciation of Rabbi Offner
Alex Lieuwma, in memory of Mina Waas and Aron Waas
Dina & Norman Burg, in memory of Etta B. Flaum
Joan & Franklin Green, in memory of Sally Green
Rob & Marcia Jacoby, in memory of Jay Kislak, father of 
 Jonathan Kislak
Rob & Marcia Jacoby, in memory of Sally Spiegel
Amy & Ron Vender, with gratitude to the Rabbi for  beautiful   
 and thought-provoking High Holiday services
Tabar-Johar Javid, in memory of her foster sister, Sally Spiegel
The Auerbach family, in memory of Magda Auerbach
Roberta Litvinoff, in appreciation of the High Holiday services
Marcia & Len Friedman, in appreciation of Dylan's warm and   
 wonderful Bat Mitzvah celebration

Cantor's Discretionry Fund
Myron & Sandy Brand, in honor of Cantor Stanton's magnificent  
 High Holy Days
The Kohn family, in memory of Robert Johnson
The Kohn family, in memory of Sidney Kohn
Amy & Ron Vender, in appreciation of Cantor Stanton's 
 magnificent voice and beautiful choir

Endowment Fund
The Mandel family, in memory of Helen Mandel
Russel Davis, in honor of Helen Davis's birthday
Kevin & Shaun Glazier, in celebration of Helen Davis's birthday
Sydney Perry, in honor of Helen Davis
Toni Davis, in appreciation of TBT
Sue Ellen Aptman, in commemoration of the passing of Alan   
 Weiss's father, Ned Weiss
Sam & Rena Powell, in honor of the installation of Cantor Mark  
 Stanton
Terri, Steven, and Corey Gelbstein, with appreciation for High  
 Holiday services and best wishes for a Happy Healthy  
 New Year for all
Shual Feldkern, in appreciation
Sam & Rena Powell, with congratulations and best wishes for   
 Helen Davis's joyful birthday celebration

General Fund
Marcia & Rob Jacoby, in memory of Morris Goldberg

Library Fund
Saul Gordon, in memory of his sister, Lillian Gordon

Laurence B. & Elaine J. Sommer Memorial Social Justice Fund 
Kate & Bill Lee, in memory of Kate's beloved grandfather, Shim  
 Paley
Betsy & Joel Ziegler, in memory of Nate Merritt-Mervine,   
 brother-in-law of Sarah Mervine
Sheila Rubin England, in memory of Minnie B. Cohen
Phyllis Kaufman, in memory of her mother, Gertrude 
 Cooperberg
Rabbi Howard Sommer, in memory of Laurence B. Sommer
Amy & Ron Vender, with appreciation for the Bennett & Arlene  
 Paul providing our 30th beautiful Break-the-Fast
Mark & Wendy Bluemling, in memory of Ann E. Bluemling

Helen Katz Goodkind Beautification Fund
Myron & Sandy Brand, in memory of Ned Weiss, father of Alan  
 Weiss
Myron & Sandy Brand, in memory of Sally Spiegel
Helen Winokur, in memory of Dave Krivin, great-grandfather of  
 Marcy and Lizzi Winokur and Sandy Small

Building Fund
Helen & Jack Davis, in memory of Helen's beloved father, Jack  
 Hyman
Amy & Ron Vender, with great appreciation to Nancy Abramson  
 & Rabbi Offner for their beautiful open house

Richard C. Kahrimanis Music Fund
Gerald Oppenheim, in memory of Sally Spiegel
Amy & Ron Vender, with thanks to Walter Stutzman for being  
 our steadfast accompanist for 33 years

Nursery School Fund
Alaine Lane, in memory of Martin Lane
Rabbi Howard Sommer, in memory of Susan Sommer

Religious School Fund
Jason & Kate Glazer

Annual Fund
Sam & Rena Powell

Sisterhood Cantorial Fund
Richard & Sandra Whelan, in honor of Cantor Stanton joining   
 the TBT family
Kim Rakusin, in honor of Cantor Stanton's installation
Ronni & Steve Berman, in honor of Cantor Stanton's installation
Shelley & Ron Capozzi, in honor of Cantor Stanton's installation

Youth Scholarship Fund
Saul Gordon, in memory of his brother, Alexander Gordon

Judith K. Barr Adult Education Fund
Eleanor & Joe Weissberg, in appreciaiton
Kim Rakusin, in memory of Sally Spiegel
Cheryl Brown, in memory of Jack & Florence Rozene
Carol Robbins, in appreciation of Rabbi Offner
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Celebrating our 50th Anniversary! 

Contact Rebecca Goodman Olshansky 
(203) 772-1816, ext. 250  rebecca@towerone.org

www.towerone.org 
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www.hamdenhall.org   203.752.2610
1108Whitney Ave Hamden, CT 06517

Hamden Hall
Country Day School

Educating students in 
PreSchool through Grade 12.

Our Diversity Committee comprises faculty and students 
who spearhead events and learning opportunities 

throughout the school year both on and off campus.

www.hamdenhall.org • 203.752.2610 • 1108 Whitney Ave., Hamden CT 06517

ROBERT E. SHURE, INC.
FUNERAL HOME

Dedicated to the Dignity and Respect of Tradition.

543 George Street, New Haven, CT 06511

Robert E. Shure 203-562-8244 James M. Shure
Founder shurefuneralhome.com  President

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

MADISON BROKERAGE  |  williampitt.com
bzollshan@williampitt.com  |  203.980.0099 | bettezollshan.com

100% Client satisfaction rating...because there is a difference.

Bette Zollshan, Realtor®

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

MADISON BROKERAGE  |  williampitt.com
bzollshan@williampitt.com  |  203.980.0099 | bettezollshan.com

100% Client satisfaction rating...because there is a difference.

Bette Zollshan, Realtor®

New Haven, CT

(203) 809-4962

SliceofNewHaven@gmail.com
www.SliceofNewHaven.com

Slice of New Haven
Wood Fired Brick Oven Pizza

Perfect for Bar/Bat Mitzvah or any event!

Contact the Temple Beth Tikvah Business Office - 203.245.7028

Vincent Perricone
Co-Owner
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