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As I write this column for November, I am still awash in the majesty and imagery of our High Holy Days. 
I can’t quite let go of them just yet, so permit me to begin this column with a THANK YOU to all of you 
who came with open hearts and open minds and ready souls. The intensity of sitting in shul for just 
about 24 non-stop hours is boggling. The words, the prayers, the readings, the presence of community 
all around, each do their part in making us truly reflect upon our lives. I hope that you were inspired to 
incorporate some of the important messages into your own life.

Being in synagogue all day with nothing else to do and no interruptions is actually quite a luxury -  more 
than ever, in these days of non-stop beeps and texts and schedules. Of course this was a luxury created 
by so many people here at TBT that made our Holy Days possible. I must take a moment to praise our 

staff. We are truly ‘teammates.’ A big round of applause goes to our Administrator, Kim Romine and our Office/Clergy Assistant,
Bonnie Mahon, both of whom worked non-stop to make sure we were ready for the holidays.

Our volunteers were incredible. Thank you to Lisa Leventhal for all you did to make sure we had a wealth of participants involved in 
the service. Thank you to Doug Agranov and all our Ushers. Thank you to Shaun Glazier for the most spectacular floral arrangements. 
Thank you to our medical team: Dan Jacoby, Dan Greif, Lynda Rosenfeld, and John Foggle for allowing us to rest easy knowing you 
were on call for us. Thank you the entire Board of Directors for being wonderful Greeters.

Thank you to Sam Rader for an incredibly inspiring sermonette, inviting all of us to go through the portals of holiness. Jason Gaines 
led a fabulous study session on Cain & Abel. His reputation is growing as the library was full to overflowing. All our Torah and
Haftarah readers prepared and chanted with loving care.

Our Children’s Programming was better than ever - thanks to Kate Rothstein, Suzy Frisch, and our magnificent Salty BBYO youth 
group, led so wonderfully by our Salty Advisor, Stephanie Condoluci. Thank you to Judy Merriam for hosting our Tashlich Service and 
opening up the power and beauty of the shoreline waters for us to ritually cast away our sins, led ably by Cantor Margolius. 

To Ted Langevin and the Parking Lot Crew - you are the first welcome as we enter, and welcome us you do! Thank you, thank you. Len 
and Dyanna are such a blessing - they are more than ‘custodians;’ they are a part of our TBT family. Bennett Paul and the Break-the-
Fast crew provide a spread worthy of the wait until that last blast on the Shofar - thank you Eli Sherer and Jen Silva.

Cantor Margolius, now in his fourth year here at TBT, only gets better and better and better. He is truly an expert in Jewish liturgical 
text, and he combines that with a beautiful voice and a caring spirit. And the choir! Just breathtaking. With Walter Stutzman on the 
piano, and sometimes Stu Weinzimer, who also doubles as our fearless president, life is good.

How blessed we are! And now we look onward to November: our Scholar-in-Residence Weekend 11/12/13, our Interfaith Thanksgiv-
ing Program with all the community churches and our synagogue, and so much more. Peruse your Shofar, see for yourself, and come 
and join us.

L’Shalom,
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President’s Column

I’m sitting in my sukkah this morning, 
thinking about a lot of things - the 
beauty of our natural world, the pass-
ing of the seasons, the fragility of life, 
and mostly about gratitude: gratitude 
for living in a place with such abun-
dance, gratitude for my health and the 
health of my loved ones, and gratitude 
for all of you at TBT who made these 
past High Holy Days so special, who 

enabled me to “step out of time” and really focus on the work of 
teshuvah.

Gratitude for the Rabbi, who led us so thoughtfully through our 
prayer and challenged us so eloquently with her words; gratitude 
for the Cantor, who led us so beautifully in song, who transport-
ed us to places with music and the spaces in between the music; 
gratitude for our choir, Walter Stutzman our accompanist, Josh 
Stern our cellist, Patti Smith-Romanski and Chad Hardin, for their 
beautiful rendition of our Kol Nidrei; gratitude for Jason Gaines, 
who educated us and revealed to us startling new ways to think 
about the Torah; gratitude for our beautiful flower arrangement, 
lovingly donated by members of our congregation; and gratitude 
for all the readers, chanters, Torah holders and dressers, who in 
your participation, remind us that teshuvah is indeed a
communal act. 

I am especially grateful for a number of people who were per-
haps less visible to you, but were vital to the successful
conduct of our High Holy Day worship, who behind the scenes, 
or downstairs with the kids, or outside in the parking lot, en-
sured our safety, comfort, and peace of mind: Douglas Agranov, 
our lead usher, and his crew - Al Goldberg, Jonathan Levine, and 

Stu Weinzimer

Dick Whelan; our “on-call” medical team, Drs. Dan Greif, Dan 
Jacoby, John Foggle, and Lynda Rosenfeld, who were ready to 
provide valuable assistance as needed; Jason Gaines, Suzy Frisch, 
and Kate Rothstein, who with Karen Goldberg and Stephanie 
Condoluci (our youth group advisor) and a small batallion of 
Salty BBYO kids, kept our young ones engaged during our Parallel 
Youth Services; and Ted Langevin and his crew of parking ushers, 
including Joel Galvin, Ken Rosenberg, Josh Copel, David Harding, 
Mark Bluemling, Jack Srebnik, David Sokoloff, John Lesage, Scott 
Casper, Bill Lee, Phil Goldberg, Walter Spigelman, and David
Kaplan, and representatives from the Madison Police Depart-
ment, who kept us all moving but not colliding; and for the 
Pauls, Beckmans, Baggishes, Grebels, Zollshans, and Meyers, 
who ended our fast with an amazing array of yummy Yom Kippur 
comfort food. 

And finally, our absolutely indispensable and dedicated TBT team 
- Kim Romine, Bonnie Mahon, Len Dwarica, and Dyanna Green, 
who work so diligently every day to do whatever has to be done 
whenever it has to be done, with enthusiasm, competence, and 
grace. You truly enrich our home with your commitment to us.

B’shalom,
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November 18th
7:15 pm

Ruach Hadoram
Latin American Shabbat

with Cantor Margolius 
and Dorothy Goldberg

Shabbat Services

November 4th (6:00 pm)
Greet Shabbat with Wine & Cheese

November 11th (7:15 pm)

November 18th (7:15 pm)
Visual T’Filah

November 25th (7:15 pm)

Todah Rabah - Thank You

To Those Who Generously Donated to Our Beautiful
High Holiday Bimah Flowers:

Sandy and Myron Brand
in memory of Ellen Bell

Geoff and Barbara Chupp
in memory of Hannah Miller Lee

The Czaczkes Family
in memory of Harry and Eva Czaczkes

Bonnie Garmisa
in memory of Hannah Miller Lee

Jason and Kate Glazer

The Levine/Frisch Family

Sam and Rena Powell

Alan and Marjorie Starensier
in loving memory of Hannah Miller Lee

Hattie Sussman
in honor of the people that she loves

Alan and Rhona Weiss
in memory of Art Beck

Thank You

Our lovely floral arrangement, pictured above, was created by 
the Madison Flower Shop, a longtime supporter of TBT.

Please consider using Madison Flower Shop for your next floral 
design.

High Holiday Sermons
and President’s Addresses

 If you would like to have copies of Rabbi Offner’s Rosh
HaShanah and Yom Kippur sermons, and TBT President Stuart 

Weinzimer’s  speeches from the High Holidays, they are available 
at our website, tbtshoreline.org.

You may also email office@tbtshoreline.org, or call the office at 
203-245-7028 to request copies.
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Weekly Torah Study
Saturdays at 9 am

November 5th:   Noah     
Genesis 6:9-8:14
November 12th: Lech Lecha  
Genesis 12:1-13:18
November 19th: Vayeira
Genesis 18:1-18:33
November 26th: Chayei Sarah
Genesis 23:1-24:9

Oneg Shabbat

Thank you for hosting an Oneg Shabbat in October:

October 7, Shelley and Ron Capozzi,
in celebration of their annivesaray

October 14, Social Justice Committee
October 21, The Goldberg/Ross-Russell Family

October 28, Ethel Anne Chorney
in celebration of the Bar Mitzvah of Noah Chorney

Mazel Tov

To Aaron and Elissa Tessler, on the September 10th wedding of 
their daughter, Emma, to Benjamin Jacoff. The newlyweds reside 
in New York City.

To Carol and Don Miller, who are thrilled to announce the 
marriage of their granddaughter, Stephanie, to a wonderful guy, 
Mitchell Varney, on October 1st, in New York City.

To Aliza Calvert Battisto, on her new career in real estate with 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices New England Properties.

The TBT Book Club meets the third Thursday of the month  
at 7:30 p.m.  To accommodate one of our members, we have 
been meeting at The Hearth in Madison. We will be reading the 
following books in the next few months:  

November: Henna House, by Nomi Eve
December: Saving Sophie, by Ronald Balson
January: The Two Family House, by Lynda Loigman
February: If You Lean In, Will Men Look Down Your Blouse? by 
Regina Barreca

For further Information, contact Myra Josephson at 
myrajosephson@gmail.com or 203-488-3350

Our November Children

Slater Boms, Matthew Perrotti, Brendan Cohen, Harrison Tore, 
Miriam Taylor, Charlotte Lee, Alexandra Rothstein,

Juliana Montgomery, Jacquelyn Pesce, Benjamin Coe,
Brianna Friend, Cameron Cohen, Luke Perrotti, Dayron Wilkins, 

Samuel Reed, Abigail Moskow, Ilana Foggle

Read Aloud Day
at Ross-Woodward Classical Studies

Magnet School

Once again, TBT will be participating in Read Aloud Day at 
Ross-Woodward Classical Studies Magnet School, at 185 Barnes 
Avenue in New Haven, on Tuesday, November 15th, from 10am 
to 12 noon. All are invited to participate - books are provided 
and light refreshments will be served. Ross-Woodward is easily 
accessible from Route 80, I-95, or I-91. Carpooling along the 
shoreline can be arranged! 

The children look forward to our visits and this a wonderful 
chance to promote literacy and model good reading habits.

If interested in participating, please contact Kate Lee at 
kflee181@gmail.com, or call the TBT office at 203-245-7028.
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Celebrating Forty Years at Temple Beth Tikvah – Building Our Future

Rabbi Offner inspired us with her Yom Kippur sermon and asked us to make a commitment to TBT. She said, “On this sacred day of 
Yom Kippur, let us commit to what is on the inside, to making it pure and holy, and to build upon it anew; a building that reflects our 
commitment to the future, our caring for each other, our desire to invest in ourselves and in Jewish life.”

On May 13, 2017, we will celebrate the fortieth anniversary of the dedication of our synagogue. Forty years ago, on May 13, 1977, 
our founders dedicated this building, celebrating the culmination of a dream that had begun a decade or more earlier when a group of 
Jews gathered together to create a chavurah, a group of Jews in community to study, to pray, for support. Their chavurah evolved into 
our kehillah kedoshah, our sacred community. As we prepare to honor their gift to us, we aspire to build on their dream and imagine 
the next forty years at TBT.

The Board of Directors has taken three key steps to initiate this wor: 

1. The Board made a commitment to renovating our building so that it will best serve our needs as we move into the next 40 years.

2. This past spring, our facilities and beautification committees invited the congregation to meetings with potential architects. As a 
result of those meetings, we have engaged Duo Dickinson to lead our renovation project. In initial meetings with Mr. Dickinson, we 
have begun to identify the areas of our building most in need of repair and renovation. 

3. The Board and members of a fundraising planning committee interviewed fundraising consultants. Those interviews were crucial in 
educating us about what it will take to raise money for both our capital project (renovations of the building) and enhancing our endow-
ment (establishing a strong financial base for our future).

As we move forward into 5777, TBT needs all of us to be actively engaged in this work.

We need you to join us in dreaming about our future and in making it a reality.

•	 Participate in upcoming gatherings at which we explore the mission and values of TBT and at which you will have the oppor-
tunity to dream about how our building can best serve our mission and be an asset to our worship, educational programs and 
social activities. (Dates to be announced soon.)

•	 Volunteer to work with our 40th committees which will focus on community building, celebrating and fundraising.

•	 Save the date of May 13, 2017 now and celebrate the first 40 years in our building.

As Rabbi Offner reminded us, “…our congregation as a whole has the responsibility to create the bonds of common Jewish experience 
… that will deepen our sense of commitment to our Jewish heritage and our Jewish future.”  Let’s accept that responsibility and walk 
together into the next 40 years!

Would you like to share your ideas, talents, and time as we celebrate our 40th and build for the future? Please let us know how you 
would like to help!

Building Renovations & Design: please contact Paul Beckman (beckmanpaul@gmail.com) or Sandy Brand (sbpoetry24@gmail.
com)

The 40th Anniversary Gala: please contact the office (203-245-7028 or office@tbtshoreline.org) 

Fundraising: please contact Suzy Frisch (sgfrisch@aol.com)

For general questions about upcoming activities as we celebrate our 40th Anniversary, please contact Suzy Frisch or the TBT office.
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In Memoriam

Len Silidker, father of Joel Silidker z”l, 
father-in-law of Tina Silidker
10/12/16

Barbara Bernstein, beloved member of 
TBT
10/18/16

“May God Comfort All Who Mourn”

Nursery School Students Enjoying a Story in 
the Sukkah, led by teacher Judy Pozzi

Movies At TBT!

Harvesting Stones-The Jewish Farmers of 
Eastern Connecticut
Sunday November 6th, at 9:30 am
$5 suggested donation
Breakfast Reception followed by screen-
ing and talk-back discussion with Sam 

Gejdenson, former U.S. Representative, who grew up on a dairy 
farm in Bozrah

Sponsored by Jewish Federation of Greater New Haven, Temple 
Beth Tikvah, and Hadassah. RSVP requested (to ensure food for 
all). www.jewishnewhaven.org/harvesting-stones;
203-738-0033; jwlesage@jewishnewhaven.org

Coming Wednesday Evenings in January:
The Gamerman “Jewish Experience in Film” 2017 Series
Look for flyer in your December Shofar!

Meet our Syrian Family
Sunday, October 30th

11:15 am
First Congregational Church of Guilford

122 Broad Street, Guilford

Light Refreshements will be served

Weather permitting, a gathering on
Jacobs Beach will follow

Noah Chorney

Noah Chorney will become a Bar Mitzvah at 
Shabbat morning service at TBT on 
October 29, 2016, at 10:00 am. Noah has 
been working with his tutor, Cantor 
Margolius, and is feeling ready and excited 
for the celebration. In preparing for this 
milestone, Noah believes that he has learned 
the true meaning of perseverance and 
dedication. He is so thankful to all the people 

that have supported him in this process, especially the Cantor, 
the Rabbi, and his family. The entire congregation is welcome to 
attend. We hope you will be there.

Noah Stein

Noah Stein will be called to the Torah as a 
Bar Mitzvah at Shabbat services on Novem-
ber 12, 2016, at 10:00 am. Noah has been 
preparing with Cantor Margolius and his 
podmates for several months. Noah says, 
“The Cantor made sure I practiced enough, 
and my podmates made it more fun. We 
competed so I didn’t fall behind.” About be-

coming a Bar Mitzvah, he says, “I like that we’re learning about 
adult subjects at religious school. We’re debating about current 
events like the Black Lives Matter movement and learning how 
the rabbis used to argue too.” The congregation is welcome to 
attend.

Jack Naccarato

Jack Naccarato will become a Bar Mitzvah at 
TBT Shabbat morning services on 
November 19, 2016, at 10:00 am. Jack can’t 
wait to stand on the bimah and show all 
of his closest friends and family how much 
he has learned over the past several years. 
“I am excited to share my special day with 
everyone who will be attending, from both 
near and far.”

FALL B’NEI MITZVAH
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Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Joan and Franklin Green, in memory of Sally Green
The Meisel Family, in memory of Tobie’s father, Judge Leonard 

Garth
Sidney and Ina Berson, in honor of Charles Barr’s birthday
Margo Merin and Charles Barr, in appreciation of the beautiful 

music of Carl Kamp and Jim Serling
Jane and Mal Rudner, in memory of Ernest Rosen
Harriet Spear, in memory of her beloved father, Murray Dolgow; 

and dear mother-in-law, Libby Spear
Alan and Rhona Weiss, in memory of Alan’s cousin, Ruth Karp
Loren Sterman, in memory of Judge Leonard Garth,
    “remembering him with great fondness.”
Loren Sterman, in honor of Dr. David Baggish, “a true mensch”

Endowment Fund
Sam and Rena Powell, in memory of David Buller’s mother, 

Thelma Buller
Eleanor and Joe Weissberg, in memory of Jonas Weissberg
Sam and Rena Powell, in honor of Rabbi Sommer’s daughter, 

Leah’s marriage
The Spigelman Family, in memory of Sam Spigelman
Ed and Rose Gleich, in memory of their parents, Belle & Lewis     
    Goldstein, and Dorothy & Irving Gleich
Sam and Rena Powell, in memory of Len Silidker

General Fund
Gerald Oppenheim, in celebration of Rosh HaShanah
Ina and Sid Berson, in memory of Sid’s father, George Berson
Len and Maureen Fried, in loving memory of Maureen’s father,     
      Sidney Maxen

Laurence B. and Elaine J. Sommer Memorial Fund for Social 
Justice
Phyllis Kaufman, in memory of her father, Milton Cooperberg
Dr. Linda Waldman and Rabbi Howard Sommer, in memory of     
      June Waldman
Barbara and Harvey Levy, in memory of Lillian Barrin
Rabbi Howard Sommer, in memory of Jacob Krauss
Kate, Bill, Susannah, William, and Alexa Lee, in memory of their  
      beloved grandfather and great-grandfather, Shim Paley
Anonymous Donor, in honor of Bennett and Arlene Paul’s
      dedication in creating our annual “Break The Fast”

Helen Katz Goodkind Beautification Fund
Helen Winokur, in memory of Elva Winokur
Sandy and Myron Brand, in memory of David Buller’s mother,     
      Thelma Buller
Sandy and Myron Brand, in memory of Lois Kessler’s brother,        
      Harmon Corey
Ed and Rose Gleich, in honor of their “cactus family”
Myron and Sandra Brand, in memory of Ellen and Bob Bell
Helen Winokur, in memory of Dave Krivin and Arthur Masler

Silidker Family Music Enrichment Fund
Ed and Rose Gleich, in memory of Joel Silidker
Myron and Sandra Brand, in memory of Joel’s father, Leonard  
      Silidker
Helen Winokur, in memory of Leonard Silidker
The Mandel Family, in memory of Leonard Silidker

Choir Fund
Myron and Sandra Brand, in memory of Joel Silidker this High  
      Holidays

Sisterhood Cantorial Fund
The Kohn Family, in memory of Sidney Kohn

Judith K. Barr Adult Education Fund
Carol and Don Miller, in honor of their granddaughter
      Stephanie’s marriage to Mitchell Varney

Shoreline Interfaith Refugee Resettlement Fund
Ed and Rose Gleich

Library Fund
Saul Gordon, in memory of his sister, Lillian Gordon

Youth Scholarship Fund
Saul Gordon, in memory of his brother, Alexander Gordon
 
Building Fund
Sheila Rubin England, in memory of Minnie B. Cohen

Thank you for your generosity
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