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From the Maxwell House Haggadah to the “10-Minute Seder,” there are more editions and publica-
tions of haggadot for Passover than there are prayerbooks for any other Jewish holiday…by far.
 
Why are there so many types and varieties of Haggadot?  Which haggadah will you be using around 
your seder table?  Will you buy a haggadah, find one on the internet, create your own – even use a 
powerpoint haggadah instead of a hard copy?
 
There are literally thousands of Haggadot to choose from because Passover is a holiday that speaks to 
the quintessential creation story of our people.  It is the story of a journey – from slavery to freedom, 
from degradation to respect, from despair to exhilaration,  from darkness to light.  
 
This theme which is at the center of Jewish life speaks to all human beings who yearn to be free.  That 

is why Passover has been the holiday that has generated a Freedom Seder, a Civil Rights Seder, a Women’s Seder and an Immigration 
Seder.  On Passover we sit around our seder tables and take the journey ourselves, recalling our enslavements and tasting of a world 
where all humanity are free.
 
Interestingly enough, the Maxwell House Haggadah reveals a classic American story.  It was first printed in 1931 when Jewish immi-
grants to the United States were yearning for recognition and affirmation of their American standing.  That Maxwell House wanted 
to market to the Jewish community was a sign of having ‘made it’ in America.  As a part of an ad campaign for their coffee, Maxwell 
House offered their Haggadah free with the purchase of coffee.  The campaign also helped dissuade some in the Jewish commu-
nity of the mistaken understanding that coffee (because it is a ‘bean’), is not kosher for Passover.  The coffee bean is a berry; not a 
legume.  Talk about success stories – there are now over 50 million copies of the Maxwell House 
Haggadah in print!  
 
There are many other free Haggadot worthy of exploration.  Just go to www.haggadot.com to 
make your own step-by-step Haggadah.  There are also some beautiful haggadot for purchase.  
“A Passover Haggadah,” with illustrations by Leonard Baskin, is a personal favorite.  So too the 
“Gates of Freedom” Haggadah, edited by Rabbi Chaim Stern.  
 
You can find a Haggadah for scholars and one for kids and another for seekers.  The most im-
portant point is that there is a Haggadah for you.  As Passover approaches, exploring the many 
possibilities for how to tell the story is as important as the telling of the story.  Let all who are 
hungry come and eat.  Let all who are hungry for the telling and the retelling of our sacred story, 
reflect upon the many choices of Haggadot that are before us.  May we choose wisely as we 
prepare for the sacred task of reliving our people’s journey from slavery to freedom.  

Rabbi Offner

Second Night Seder March 31! See insert flyer for more details.
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President’s Column
Shalom. We cannot wait until the Sunday, 
March 11th congregational meeting to share 
with you all how our synagogue renewal 
project is coming along. Come nosh with your 
fellow congregants at 9:30 a.m. and then 
learn what the many volunteers on our Build-
ing Committee and their supporting cast have 
been up to when putting their heads, hearts, 
and talents together in service to our com-
munity. Come hear the choices examined and 

the vision for the future. A must-see will be the large-scale model 
and the aerial drone footage of our property presented by our 
architect Duo Dickinson. It will be an engaging and informative 
morning, to wake you up after losing an hour’s sleep from going 
on daylight savings time.

March also brings us the Passover Seder – yes, in March, not 
April! Never too early to plan to spend your Second Seder with 
your fellow TBT congregants at our communal Seder on Saturday 
evening, March 31.

While we can take delight from our synagogue community, we 
also cannot ignore the sad news around us. Our synagogue and 
nursery school mourn our nursery school graduate Ethan Song, 
the Guilford High School freshman who passed away in tragic cir-
cumstances in recent weeks. Then we had the national news of 
the events in Parkland, Florida. We certainly need a new national 
conversation about guns and public safety. I hope that as many 
people as possible take this opportunity to engage in the civic 
advocacy and public discourse necessary to move our nation to a 
sounder and safer footing.

Jeff Babbin

Support the Seder

Pesach will soon be here, and with 
it the TBT Second Night Seder (flyer 
enclosed).
 
The Sharon Besser Second Night Seder 
Fund was established in memory of 
Sharon Besser, beloved member of TBT 
and former Religious School teacher, 
to help continue the tradition of which 

Sharon was so much a part and provide a beautiful and joyous 
seder for our congregation.

Please consider donating to this fund and making this year’s 
seder the best yet. You can call or mail your donation, or stop by 
during office hours and donate in person (our favorite!).

Thank you, as always, for your generosity.
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March

Shabbat Services

March 2 @6:00pm
Greet Shabbat with Wine & Cheese

March 9 @7:15pm
Birthday Blessings

March 16 @7:15pm

March 23 @7:15pm
“The Sounds of Silence”

March 30
No Shabbat Service - Seder in Home

March
March 3: KI Tissa
Exodus 31:158-33:11

March 10: Vayakhel - Pekudei
Exodus 37:17-39:21

March 17: Vayikra
Leviticus 3:1-4:26

March 24: Tzav
Leviticus 7:11-7:38

March 31: Pesach
Song of Songs

Torah Study
TBT Library

Saturdays 9am

Our March Children

Brendan Fitzgerald, Sophia Stanger, 
Natalie Tolchin, Zachary Tolchin, 
Samantha Sigal, Joshua Spiegel, 

Annabelle Tore, Noah Indes, 
Jordyn Goldstein, Adam Coe, Jacob Sigal, 
Annabella Capaccio, Simon Kaiser-Russell, 

Jack Naccarato, Eliana Weinzimer, 
Bennett Stanger, Maya Daniels

Join us at Shabbat Services on March 9th as we bless 
our March  childen.

Oneg Shabbat

Thank you for hosting our February onegs.

February 2: The Fried Family, in celebration of Lily Fried’s Bat 
Mitzvah; The Paul Family, in celebration of the baby naming of 

Zachary Paul Brainerd
February 9: Our Israeli Travellers
February 16: The Hatton Family

February 23: The Families of Our Religious School Students in 
Grades K-3

Please call or email the office to host a future oneg - 
It is easy and you will have support!

Jewish 
Mindfulness & Meditation

Saturday, March 10th @8am: Mindfulness 
Meditation Practice Group

Sunday, March 18th @9:45am: Introduc-
tion to Mindfulness Meditation

Saturday, March 31st @8am: Mindfulness Meditation Practice 
Group

Sunday, April 8th @9:45am: Introduction to Mindfulness Medita-
tion

Erev Shabbat Speakers:
Michael Felberbaum & Loren Sterman

“THE SOUNDS OF SILENCE”
Friday, March 23rd

7:15pm

What do you do during the Silent 
Prayer?  Can you turn silence into a 
prayer?  Michael Felberbaum and 
Loren Sterman are seasoned 
practitio-

ners of mindfulness and meditation.  

On Friday night, March 23rd, Michael 
and Loren will share their gifts with us 
and invite us into a journey, utilizing 
silence to bring our worship to new 
depths.
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TBT Book Club

The TBT book club will be meeting on 
March 15 to discuss our February and 
March picks:

The Bridal Chair by Gloria Goldenreich and A Gentleman in Mos-
cow by A. Towles  

 In April, we will be reading Many Lives, Many Masters by Brian 
Weiss.

As always we meet at 7:30 pm at The Hearth in Madison.

To Molly Babbin, on her acceptance to Middlebury College, 
which she will attend in the Fall of 2018.

To Charlotte Babbin, on her acceptance to Wesleyan University, 
which she will attend in the Fall of 2018

Have a simcha? Let us know!

Nursery School 
News

Our month will be filled 
with March Mitzvah 
Madness!! We will be 
collecting donations to be 
distributed to area organi-
zations. 

These will include: Read To Grow, Madison Food Pantry, The 
Ethan Song Fund, APK (for veterans) and the animal shelter.

We will also be celebrating Dr Seuss’s Birthday, a special event in 
our preschool. 

But perhaps the most special event in our preschool will take 
place on March 28 and that is our Children’s Seder.  We wish 
everyone a Happy Passover!

If you or someone you know is interested in having a child at-
tend TBT Nursery School, contact Director Bernadette Stak, by 
calling 203-245-8039, for a tour.

 Raise the Roof
 Your Shoreline 

Habitat Connection

A groundbreaking ceremony 
was held in February to cel-
ebrate the official start of the 
renovation of our 14th house 
with Raise the Roof/Habitat. 

The house at 387 Lenox Street 
is in the Quinnipiac River Historic district of Fair Haven Heights 
neighborhood in New Haven. This 1830’s Greek revival has quite 
a history and was once owned by an oyster fishing captain. This 
historic home will be the future home of Edwin Sanchez and Ida 
Irizarry and their son. 

Please join us on a future TBT build and an opportunity to work 
alongside this partner family. For more information contact 
Linda at linda.brody@comcast.net. Or www.raisetheroofct.org
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Building Project Update

Shoreline Interfaith Refugee Resettlement group (SHIRR): A Partnership Between
Temple Beth Tikvah, First Congregational Church of Guilford and IRIS

SHIRR, in partnership with IRIS, is thrilled to report that on January 31, 2018, we welcomed a family of three from Afghanistan – a 
husband, wife and 2½  year old son. SHIRR received the news from IRIS in early January that a family was on its way. The SHIRR 
committees (apartment set-up, health care, education, entitlements, finance and employment, acculturation) sprang into action. 
An apartment in Branford was leased. On January 20th, over 20 members of our communities converged on the lovely (but empty) 
apartment, and, with great care, created a home for the family. Donations of furniture, rugs, lamps, personal care items, cleaning 
supplies, kitchen supplies were beautifully and thoughtfully arranged.  Dry goods were put in kitchen cupboards, perishables in the 
refrigerator, and clothing, sheets and towels in the closets. The home is warm and welcoming, and full of special details from so 
many kind volunteers. 

On the evening of the family’s arrival, there was a hot meal waiting for them on the stove, cooked by an Afghani volunteer in New 
Haven, who herself had come to the United States as a refugee. Since arrival, the family (and volunteers) have been very busy. SHIRR 
members have begun to help the family become acclimated to their new home, have taken family members to medical appoint-
ments, have assessed language skills, and have accompanied the family to federal offices for social security cards and entitlements. 
The family has met members of the local Afghani community – one recently resettled Afghani family lives right down the street!

Very soon the parents will be looking for employment. The father was a translator for the United States Marines and speaks English 
very well. He has a degree in agronomy and general agriculture. He also has management experience. The mother has a strong Eng-
lish language background and is practicing her conversational skills. She has completed 4 years of a 6 year medical school program.

SHIRR thanks all of you who support this work with your financial contributions, who give your time, and who have donated furni-
ture, household goods, clothing, books. Your generosity is heartwarming and inspiring. Without your help, we would not have had 
the opportunity to partner with this family as they start to make their new home in the United States. Our shoreline community is 
enriched by the addition of this new family, as are our two congregations, as we continue to work together to welcome the refugee.

If you are interested in volunteering with SHIRR, please contact Robin (rbaslaw@comcast.net) or Liz (shorestern@comcast.net).
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Samuel Kaplan 

to Become a Bar 
Mitzvah 3/3/18

Samuel Walker Kaplan of 
Clinton, CT will become 
a Bar Mitzvah at Shab-
bat morning services at 
TBT on March 3, 2018 at 

10:00 AM. As the youngest of 12 Kaplan grandchildren, Samuel is 
proud to continue the long tradition of Judaism which has guided 
his family for many years.  

Samuel enjoyed working on his mitzvah project over the summer 
by raising donations and stuffing school supplies into back packs 
for students in Clinton and New York City. 

Samuel and his family extend their deepest appreciation to Can-
tor Margolius and Rabbi Offner for their help preparing Samuel 
for this special honor and milestone.

Adam Coe to Become a 
Bar Mitzvah on 3/10/18

Adam Coe will become a Bar Mitzvah 
at Shabbat morning services at TBT on 
March 10, 2018 at 10:00 AM.  Adam 
has been working very hard and is 
feeling ready and excited for the cel-
ebration.  Adam is ready to become a 
Jewish adult!

We would like to thank both the Rabbi and the Cantor for all 
their help and guidance through this process.  We wouldn’t 
have gotten to this point without them. 
 
We would also like to invite the entire congregation to attend 
the service.  We hope to see you there.  

Sophia Stanger to 
Become a Bat Mitzvah  

03/17/18

Sophia Stanger will become a Bat 
Mitzvah at Shabbat service @TBT on 
March 17, 2018 @10AM. Sophia is 
the daughter of Laurence & Jennifer 
Stanger and the sister of Bennett, as 
well as, the first Bat Mitzvah in the 
Stanger Family. 

We would like to thank Rabbi Offner, Cantor Margolius and all 
of Sophia’s teachers @ TBT for contributing towards Sophia’s 
preparedness for her Bat Mitzvah.

Sophia’s Mitzvah project was making blankets and collecting 
wish list items for the Dan Cosgrove Animal Shelter in Branford 
& we would like to encourage all attendees to bring something 
from their wish list (Clorox wipes, paper towels, kitten food 
(canned or dry) or 45 gallon trash bags. Baskets will be located 
in the front lobby.

The Stanger Family looks forward towards seeing everyone 
there.

Eliana Weinzimer to 
Become a Bat Mitzvah 

3/24/18

Eliana (Ellie) Claire Weinzimer will 
become a Bat Mitzvah at Shabbat 
morning services on March 24, 
2018, at 10:00AM. 

Ellie appreciates all the support she 
received from Rabbi Offner and 
Cantor Margolius, as well as her 

pod-mates. She is also grateful to her Hebrew School teachers, 
who have taught her so much!!

Ellie raised money making baked goods through Ellie’s Tiny 
Bites. With this money, she brought supplies to The Dan Cos-
grove Animal Shelter in Branford. She also volunteered her time 
there on Friday afternoons. It was really special for her to help 
care for the animals that don’t have homes.

Thank You To Our Annual Fund Donors
1/23/18-2/21/18

Charles Barr & Margo Merin
Jill Eder
Robert & Marcia Jacoby
Jonathan Levine & Suzanne Frisch
Laurie Peck
Walter Spigelman & Susan Richman

In Memoriam

Dr. David Ross-Russell, 1/28/18
husband of Cantor Dorothy 
Goldberg

“May God Comfort All Who Mourn”
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Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Frohman Davis, in memory of his beloved mother, Edith Davis
Ingrid Chorches, in celebration of Sam Kaplan’s Bar Mitzvah
Kim Rakusin, in appreciation of all Rabbi Offner’s caring
Maureen & Len Fried, with gratitude for Lily Fried’s Bat Mitzvah
Jan & Mary Ann Ehrenwerth, in memory of Bert Madnick
Sandy & Dick Whelan, in memory of William Goldberg, father of 

Sandy Whelan
Cantor Dorothy Goldberg, with thanks for all the care, kindness, 

and great organization around David’s funeral
Roxane Siskind, in memory of Neil Siskind
Susan & Michael Lurie, in memory of Louis Galitzer, father of 

Susan
Ken Rosenberg, in memory of Rosabelle Rosenberg

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Sandra & Paul Beckman, in memory of Isaac Stoller
Sandra & Paul Beckman, in memory of Helen Davis’s sister, Carol 

Azen
Sandra & Paul Beckman, in memory of Alaine Lane’s father, 

Louis Lashenick
Kim Rakusin, in appreciation of all Cantor’s learning and teaching
Maureen & Len Fried, with gratitude for Lily Fried’s Bat Mitzvah
Cantor Dorothy Goldberg, with thanks for all the care, kindness, 

and great organization around David’s funeral

Endowment Fund
Sam & Rena Powell, in memory of Helen Davis’s sister, Carol 

Azen
Ed & Gloria Sack, in memory of Dr. David Ross-Russell, beloved 

husband of Cantor Dorothy Goldberg
Ed & Gloria Sack, in honor of Luna Elia Contreras, newly arrived 

granddaughter of Hesch Sommer & Linda Waldman
The Mandel Family, in loving memory of Milton Mandel

General Fund
Cantor Dorothy Goldberg, with thanks to TBT’s staff for all the 

care, kindness, and great organization around David’s funeral

Laurence B. & Elaine J. Sommer Memorial Fund for 
Social Justice
Frohman Davis, in memory of his beloved wife, Lorraine Davis
Laury & Ed Walker and Family, in memory of Jen Friedman’s 

father, Bernard Beitel
Laury & Ed Walker and Family, in memory of Cantor Goldberg’s 

husband, David Ross-Russell

Helen Katz Goodkind Beautification Fund
Helen and Lizzi Winokur; Marcy Winokur; Ben Ritzey; and 

Sandy, Brett, and Aiden Small; in loving memory of Arnold 
Winokur

Sally Spiegel, in memory of Eleanor Rosenblatt, mother of Bette 
Zollshan

Barb & Geoff Chupp, in memory of Carol Azen, sister of Helen 
Davis

Barb & Geoff Chupp, in memory of Estelle Silberstein, mother of 
Ellen Buller

Contributions
Shoreline Interfaith Refugee Resettlement (SHIRR)
Myron & Sandra Brand
Kim Rakusin
Amy Davidoff, in honor of Liz Shore’s birthday
Jan & Mary Ann Ehrenwerth, in memory of David Ross-Russell
Rena & Sam Powell
Barbara & Harvey Levy, in memory of Nathan Barrin, beloved   
     father of Barbara
Barbara & Harvey Levy, in memory of David Ross-Russell
Al Goldberg & Lesa Tischler
Jerry & Katie Davis
Myra Josephson
Susan Glantz
Steve & Amy Eppler-Epstein
Richard & Sandra Whelan
Jeff Babbin & Marlene Schwartz
Phyllis Kaufman
Robert Kaplan & Lisa Walker
Paul & Margaret Lerner
Anonymous Donor

Sharon Besser Second Night Seder 
Rena & Sam Powell, in honor of the memory of Sharon Besser

Silidker Family Music Enrichment Fund
Cherrilyn Richmond & Family, in memory of Cherrilyn’s mother,       
     Kathleen Prescott
Myron & Sandra Brand, in memory of David Ross-Russell, 
     husband of Cantor Goldberg
The Walker Family, in memory of George Walker

Building Fund
Tobie & Mike Meisel, in memory of Sarah Garth
Sherie & Alan Groves, in memory of Elaine Jacks
Mike & Tobie Meisel, in memory of Mike’s father, Edward Meisel

Richard C. Kahrimanis Music Fund
Tobie & Mike Meisel, in memory of Sarah Garth
Phyllis Kaufman, in memory of David Ross-Russell

Sisterhood Cantorial Fund
Sally Spiegel, in memory of David Ross-Russell

Rabbi Howard F. Sommer Fund for Continuing Jewish Education
Kim Rakusin, in celebration of the birth of Luna E. Contreras,   
     granddaughter of Rabbi Sommer & Linda Waldman

Judith K. Barr Adult Education Fund
Kim Rakusin, in loving memory of Jack Rakusin

Marg & Israel Ticotsky Education Fund
Helenne & Henry Gettenberg, in memory of Allen Kruh, uncle of  
     David & Cynthia Greenblatt

Library Fund
Susan & Michael Lurie, in memory of Pearl Lurie, mother of   
     Michael
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Our Advertisers Pay the Bill - Please Patronize Their Fine Businesses
To place your ad, please call the Temple office at 203-245-7028

 

Celebrating our 50th Anniversary! 
 
 

 
Contact Rebecca Goodman Olshansky 

(203) 772-1816, ext. 250  rebecca@towerone.org 
www.towerone.org 

Royal Printing 
  Service

All Graphic programs MAC or PC including  
PowerPoint, Excel & Publisher • Design Services
Self Service MAC & PC • Commercial Printing  

Complete Copy Service Color or B&W
Bar & Bat Mitzvah Invitations • Social Stationery 

Business Forms

Ph. (203) 453-5887          Open 6 Days  
Pickup & Delivery Available             Fax (203) 458-8877
www.royalprintingservice.net    sales@royalprintingservice.net

Full Service Printing & Copying 

Complete Mail Fulfillment Services

           

ARE YOU LOOKING TO ADVERTISE?
Contact the Temple Beth Tikvah Business Office - 203.245.7028

FOUNDED 1912
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COUNTRYDAY
SCHOOL100

YEARS

www.hamdenhall.org   203.752.2610
1108 Whitney Ave Hamden, CT 06517

Hamden Hall
Country Day School

Educating students in 
PreSchool through Grade 12.

Our Diversity Committee comprises faculty and students 
who spearhead events and learning opportunities 

throughout the school year both on and off campus.

www.hamdenhall.org • 203.752.2610 • 1108 Whitney Ave., Hamden CT 06517

ROBERT E. SHURE, INC.
FUNERAL HOME

Dedicated to the Dignity and Respect of Tradition.

543 George Street, New Haven, CT 06511

Robert E. Shure 203-562-8244 James M. Shure
 Founder shurefuneralhome.com  President

Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

MADISON BROKERAGE  |  williampitt.com
bzollshan@williampitt.com  |  203.980.0099 | bettezollshan.com

100% Client satisfaction rating...because there is a difference.

Bette Zollshan, Realtor®
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MADISON BROKERAGE  |  williampitt.com
bzollshan@williampitt.com  |  203.980.0099 | bettezollshan.com

100% Client satisfaction rating...because there is a difference.

Bette Zollshan, Realtor®


