
The Shofar
Temple Beth Tikvah

March 2017

Congregational Conversation
Sunday, March 5th, 9:30AM - 11:30AM

Help Us Shape Our Next 40 Years!

Add your voice as we imagine our future. 
Nosh! Connect with others! Dream!
Hear updates on all activities linked to celebrating 40 years at TBT.
Meet our architect, Duo Dickinson.

We will first meet as one group to share what is going on in our planning, and 
then break into smaller groups so TBT can gain your input on who we are going to 
be:

1. Updating TBT’s Mission: Hear the survey results and engage in conversation 
about why TBT exists.

2.Envision possibilites for renovations to our building/environment, joined by 
local architect Duo Dickinson.
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I will be attending the annual con-
vention of the Central Conference 
of American Rabbis this March in 
Atlanta. Some of you may be aware 
of this annual outing; others may be 
hearing about it for the first time. 
Let me share with you that being to-
gether with 500 rabbinic colleagues 
is a treat for the spirit. 

The CCAR Convention is an opportunity to enhance professional 
skills and study Torah. It is also an opportunity to spend time 
with treasured friends. After all, a CCAR Convention is simulta-
neously a professional conference AND a college reunion. Add to 
that the fact that we all share deep Jewish values and practices 
and community and you have a recipe for a meaningful four 
days.

This year, our convention will focus specifically on “Being a Rabbi 
in Turbulent Times.” We do indeed live in turbulent times and 
this year we will come together to address some of the most 
pressing issues of our day: the rise of anti-Semitism, the political 
landscape at home and in Israel, the tragedy that is Syria, the 
refugee crisis, and racism in America.

In addition to grappling with tough issues, we come together for 
prayer every day (not on Shabbat, however -- as Rabbis, we all 
have to be home for Shabbat!).

I feel so blessed to be a Rabbi and to be the Rabbi of Temple 
Beth Tikvah, where we can come together as a community to 
look at our lives through the lens of being Jews and foucs on the 
intersection of Judaism and ethics. Nothing replenishes me for 
that holy task more than our annual CCAR Convention. Being in 
Atlanta this year gives us the extra opportunity to focus specifi-
cally on Civil Rights and Atlanta’s own heritage in that realm.

I will be at the CCAR Convention March 19-22. I look forward to 
sharing a report from CCAR with all of you upon my return at 
Shabbat Services on March 31st.

Rabbi’s Column President’s Column

I hope by now everyone reading this col-
umn is aware of our special Congregational 
Conversation 2017, which we will hold this 
Sunday, March 5th, in the Social Hall. The 
main purposes of this Conversation are to 
hear your thoughts and views on the present 
and the future of TBT, and to discuss how we 
are planning to get there with your help. We 
are capitalizing on this special moment in 
our synagogue’s history to take stock of our 

mission and our edifice and how they may need to be updated 
to continue to serve us. 

While it may be easier to see why we need to update our build-
ing, it may be a little more challenging to consider why we may 
need to update our mission - aren’t we still Jews? Don’t we want 
to continue to pray, learn, and get together for activities? We’re 
not suddenly going to decide not to have services or religious 
school any longer, are we? Do we even need a mission state-
ment?

I feel, of course, that yes, we do. Over the last forty years, even 
the last ten or twenty years, our lives have changed. And that 
pace of change is accelerating exponentially. A guiding statement 
should speak about our core values RIGHT now, the goals we 
share, and should help serve as a template for how we make our 
decisions about TBT. It should speak to our hearts about what 
moves us. 

You may find our existing mission statement through our website 
at www.tbtshoreline.org. I believe it describes many of the things  
that we do at TBT and will continue to do at TBT; but I don’t think 
it really captures the real HEART of what makes TBT special, what 
binds us together as a community, why we continue to return. 
And personally, I believe it describes a one-way relationship: 
what TBT will “provide,” as if there is a separation between TBT 
and our congregants. It may be a subtle shift in perspective, but 
I’d prefer to think about what we can create together, rather 
than what the synagogue will provide to me, and I think that 
slight re-interpretation has dramatic repercussions on how we 
engage here, whether we are passive recipients of TBT life, or 
active shapers of our community together.

Whether you agree or disagree with my opinion, I am only one 
opinion. So please come and argue your views with me and with 
your fellow congregants, and we will supply the bagels and cof-
fee to fuel the conversation.

L’Shalom,

Stu Weinzimer
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March 24th
7:15pm

Special Guest Presenters:
Jewish-Muslim Women’s 

Dialogue Group

Shabbat Services

March 3rd@6:00 pm
Greet Shabbat with Wine & Cheese

March 10th@7:15 pm
March Birthday Blessings

March 17th@7:15 pm

March 24th@7:15 pm

Jewish-Muslim Women’s Dialogue Group
Special Shabbat Guests
Friday, 3/24 at 7:15PM

 
The ADL’s Jewish-Muslim Women’s Dialogue Group (pictured 
below) will be the guest presenters at our Friday evening 
service.  They will weave together stories, prayers and song to 
inspire the light of dialogue that is in each of us. Cantor Sharon 
Citrin Goldstein will be joining us. She is the coordinator of the 
ADL’s Confronting Anti-Semitism Program and a member of the 
dialogue group.
 
ADL’s Connecticut office launched the Jewish-Muslim Commu-
nity Dialogue program with five Jewish and five Muslim women 
in the Greater New Haven area in 2013.  The women have been 
meeting since that time to explore an array of topics related to 
their own Jewish and Muslim identities and experiences.  They 
also host social, cultural and educational gatherings.  The group 
would ultimately like to serve as a model for how it is possible to 
find common ground.  As one member of the group put it, “Get-
ting to know people from other faiths is truly illuminating. “

TBT Immigration and Refugee Activity Update

TBT affirms its commitment to welcoming the stranger. There is 
so much that we can do. We are proud of the efforts we have 
been engaged in and will continue to engage.

In just the past few months:

We have sponsored a Syrian refugee family.
We are sponsoring a second refugee family.
We put our voices in the Shoreline newspapers, vocalizing our 
commitment to immigrants and refugees.
We are exploring becoming a ‘sanctuary congregation’ so we can 
further support immigrants and refugees in our community.
We are exploring joining hands with CONECT, Congregations Or-
ganizing for a New Connecticut, so we can join with our Christian 
and Muslim brothers and sisters in faith to affirm our religious 
values of welcoming the stranger and treating each human being 
as a child of God.
We participated in a Christian, Muslim, Jewish dialogue of clergy.
We will bring the Women’s Muslim-Jewish dialogue to Temple 
Beth Tikvah on March 24th.

There is so much to do and we have no time to waste. If you are 
interested in getting involved, contact rabbi@tbtshoreline.org or 
Leslie Sude at Lsude62@gmail.com
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Weekly Torah Study
Saturdays at 9 am

March 4th:   Terumah     
Exodus 25:1-25:40

March 11th: Tetzaveh 
Exodus 27:20-28:30
*Erev Purim - may have special study

March 18th: Ki Tissa
Exodus 30:11-31:17

March 25th: Vayakhel - Pukudei
Exodus 35:1-37:16

Oneg Shabbat

Thank you for hosting an Oneg Shabbat in February:

February 3: The Greenblatt Family,
in memory of Maye Greenblatt

February 10: Dyanna Green, 
in honor of her grandsons, Graham Morgan and Rowan Blake, 

and her daughter Kaitlyn Morris’s good health
February 17: The Redlich and Richmond Families,

in honor of Eli and Zach Houlton chanting Torah, and in loving 
memory of Cher Richmond’s mother, Kathleen Prescott

February 24: The Leventhal Family, 
in honor of Eliana Leventhal’s Torah Chanting

Please call the office to host a future oneg!

TBT Book Club

As always, Book Club will be 
meeting at the Hearth at 
7:30 pm, but the dates have 
been changed to March 23rd 
and April 20th, to accom-
modate those who wish to 
go to the Israeli Cooking 
Classes held one Thursday 
per month at TBT.

March: Faith Club by Ranya Idliby
April: My Grandmother Asked Me to Tell You She’s Sorry by 
Fredrick Backman

For further information, contact Myra Josephson at
myrajosephson@gmail.com or 203-488-3350

Nursery School News

Our Annual March Mitzvah 
Madness takes place for the 
entire month! Our students 
will be collecting donations 
to the Food Pantry, Read to 
Grow, Community Kitchen, and 
more. Classes will have weekly 

celebrations to add to the fun!

One of the celebrations will be our Purim Party on March 10th!! 
Always lots of fun!

If you or someone you know has a child age 2-5, and is inter-
ested in our Nursery School programs, please contact Nursery 
School Director Bernadette Stak, at 203-245-8039, for your tour.

Our March Children

Brendan Fitzgerald, Sophia Stanger, 
Bina Filozov, Samantha Sigal, Joshua Spiegel, 

Annabelle Tore, Noah Indes, Jordyn Goldstein, 
Ny’Ana Hauser, Adam Coe, Abigail Alpert, 

Jacob Sigal, Annabella Capaccio, 
Simon Kaiser-Russell, Jonah Leventhal, 

Jack Naccarato, Sophie Alpert, 
Eliana Weinzimer, Bennett Stanger, 

Maya Daniels

Join us at Shabbat Services on March 10th
as we bless our March children

Mazel Tov!

Mazel Tov to Ethel Anne Chorney on the birth of her grand-
daughter, Gabriella Rein Chorney, daughter of Ivan and Ani. 
According to Grandma, she is a perfect little beauty, weighing in 
at 6 lbs., 6 oz., and 20 inches long on her birth date of 1/24/17.

Mazel Tov to Cantor Dorothy Goldberg and David Ross-Russell on 
the marriage of their son, Adam, to Emilie Jensen, in Portland, 
Oregon, on 2/8/17.

Mazel Tov to Scott Chupp who will be an entering First Year Stu-
dent at New York University, class of 2021.

Mazel Tov to Steve Eppler-Epstein who will be retiring on June 
1st from Legal Services, after 33 years, including 10 years as 
Executive Director. We wish Steve many wonderful new
opportunities to engage in tikun olam.
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Notice
To: All Members of Temple Beth Tikvah

From: Suzanne Frisch, Chair of the Nominating Committee
Subject: Nominations for the Board of Directors

Date: March 2017

According to our Temple Bylaws, the Nominating Committee 
begins meeting no later than March 1st in order to develop the 
slate of officers for presentation and consideration at our Annual 
Congregational Meeting. 

If you are interested in service on the Board of Directors, please 
contact Suzanne Frisch, Chair of the Nominating Committee, at 
sgfrisch@aol.com

A slate of officers and directors of the board will be published in 
the April Shofar for election at the Annual Congregational 
Meeting on May 7th, 2017

The list of positions which are up for re-election or election for 
the fiscal year 2017-2018 is as follows:

Executive Board (1 year term)
President
First Vice President
Second Vice President
Financial Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

Director (or Co-Directors) (2 year term)
Communications
Member at Large
Membership
Religious Activities
Social Justice
Youth Activities
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ARZA, CCAR Statement on 
Two-State Solution, US Policy

(In light of Prime Minister Netanyahu’s visit to the White House, 
the Reform Movement has reasserted our commitment to a 
two-state solution, including these words below. ~ Rabbi Offner)

New York, NY, February 16, 2017...The Association of Reform 
Zionists of America (ARZA) and the Central Conference of Ameri-
can Rabbis (CCAR) emphatically restate our support for the two-
state solution. We continue to envision Israel thriving as a Jewish 
State, living in peace and security alongside a Palestinian State 
that would fulfill the legitimate national aspirations of its people.

Reform rabbis and Reform Zionist leaders are dismayed that 
President Trump has backed away from decades of bipartisan US 
policy supporting the two-state solution. ...given demographic 
realities in the regioun, one democratic state between the 
Mediterranean Sea and the Jordan River would eventually bring 
an end to Israel’s character as a Jewish State. The alternative, 
Israel’s rejecting democracy, should be unthinkable.

We urge the President to return to decades of bipartisan US 
policy supporting and working to acheive peace through the 
two-state solution.

Thursday, March 23, 2017New

Published in Madison Source, 2/9/17:

Letters to the Editor:

Committed to Welcoming

The Temple Beth Tikvah Board of Directors and clergy strongly 
support efforts to resettle refugees in our community. We are 
proud sponsors of a Syrian refugee family and have just commit-
ted to welcoming a second refugee family, working hand-in-hand 
with Christians, Jews, and Muslims in our community.

Members of our own congregation came to the United States as 
immigrants and refugees, able to start a new life as Americans. 
Closing the door to families fleeing strife and seeking peace and 
freedom, based solely on their national origin and religion, is 
contrary to our country’s basic principles and to the ideals we 
subscribe to as Americans and Jews. The leadership at Temple 
Beth Tikvah is committed to the principles of welcoming and 
inclusion for all people who desire to contribute positively to the 
promise of America.

Stuart Weinzimer, President, Board of Directors 
Rabbi Stacy K. Offner
Cantor Kevin A. Margolius
Temple Beth Tikvah, Madison

Let Us Know

Rabbi Offner is eager to visit con-
gregants who are in the hospital or 
confined to their homes, but she 
can’t visit if she doesn’t know. 

If you or someone you know is in 
the hospital or sick at home and 
would appreciate a pastoral visit, 

please let us know. You can reach Rabbi Offner confidentially at 
203-245-7028 or rabbi@tbtshoreline.org

Sophie Emma Alpert

Sophie Emma Alpert will become a Bat 
Mitzvah at Shabbat morning services 
at TBT on March 25, 2017 at 10:00 am. 
Sophie has been working with her uncle, 
Rabbi Bruce Alpert to learn the prayers 
and her torah portion and has enjoyed the 
time they have spent together. 

As a lover of animals, Sophie will be doing her Mitzvah project 
at the Dan Cosgrove Animal Shelter. She is excited to share her 
special day with her friends and family as she becomes a Jewish 
Adult. 
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Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
The Kessler Family, in memory of Hilda Kessler, mother of Bob 

Kessler
Sondra Bernblum, in memory of Milton A. Bernblum
Sandy & Myron Brand, in memory of Ralph Pepper, father of 

Larry Pepper
The Richmond Family, in memory of Cher’s mother, Kathleen 

Prescott
Sondra Bernblum, in memory of Muriel Nalib
Norma Diamond, in memory of Irving Diamond
Kathy & Jeff Paseltiner, in memory of Eric Paseltiner

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Mal Rudner, in loving memory of his wife, Jane Rudner
Sandy & Dick Whelan, in memory of William Goldberg

Endowment Fund
Sandy & Myron Brand, in memory of Alma Langevin, mother of 

Ted Langevin
Susan, Walter, Sarah, Luis, & Noah Spigelman, in memory of 

Harriet Spigelman
Eleanor & Joe Weissberg, in memory of Ruth Denberg

General Fund
Harriet Spear, in memory of her beloved husband, Dr. Leonard 

Spear
Barbara & Douglas Agranov, in memory of Alma Langevin
Don & Carol Miller, in memory of Gertrude Miller
Bonnie & Jonathan Rothberg, in memory of Henry M. Rothberg

Laurence B. & Elaine J. Sommer Memorial Fund for
Social Justice
Judy Merriam, in memory of Joseph Mirkin
Roberta Grossman, in memory of her dear mother, Ida Davis
The Edward Walker Family, in memory of the best father & 

grandfather, Arnold Alderman
Marcia Geringer, in memory of Sidney B. Geringer
Barbara & Harvey Levy, in memory of Nathan Barrin

Helen Katz Goodkind Beautification Fund
Barb & Geoff Chupp, in memory of Ralph Pepper, father of Larry 

Pepper
Barb & Geoff Chupp, in memory of Alma Langevin, mother of 

Ted Langevin & mother-in-law of Sue Groll
The Chupp Family, with love, in memory of their cousin, Norma 

Horwitch, mother of Ann Sherer, mother-in-law of Eli Sherer, & 
grandmother of Abigail Sherer

Sandy & Myron Brand, in memory of Sandy’s mother, Helen 
Goodkind

Sandy & Myron Brand, in memory of Myron’s mother, Shirley 
Brand

Sandy & Myron Brand, in memory of Sandy’s grandparents, Ida 
& Benjamin Katz

The Mandel Family, in memory of Ralph Pepper
Paul & Sandra Beckman, in memory of Isaac Stoller
Helen, Mary, & Lizzi Winokur, & Sandy Small, in memory of 

Arnold Winokur

Building Fund
Joan & Joel Marcus, in loving memory of Anita Brill,                 

Joan Marcus’s mother   
Linda Brody Srebnik
Sherie & Alan Groves, in memory of Elaine Jacks

Judith K. Barr Adult Education Fund
Roberta Grossman, in loving memory of her wonderful husband, 

Dr. Richard Grossman
The Brand Family, in memory of Andy Brauer’s father, Efrem 

Brauer
The Brand Family, in memory of Ann Sherer’s mother, Norma 

Horwitch

Silidker Family Music Enrichment Fund
Marcia Copel, in memory of Joseph W. Copel, husband of Marcia 

Copel & father of Dr. Josh Copel
The Stutzman Family, in memory of Geraldine Stutzman

Cemetery Fund
Regina Heller, in memory of Louis Greenberg

Mary Blank Nursery School Fund
Sandy & Myron Brand, in memory of Robert Blank

Richard C. Kahrimanis Music Fund
The Brand Family, with get-well wishes to Anne Kahrimanis

Memorial Plaque
Suzanne Frisch & Jonathan Levine, in loving memory of Sharon 

Besser

In Memoriam

Ralph Pepper, 1/21/17
father of Larry Pepper

Joyce Hirschhorn, 2/14/17
TBT member

Jane Rudner, 2/17/17
wife of Myron Rudner

Estelle Garmisa, 2/19/17
mother of Bonnie Garmisa

Edward L. Chupp, 2/21/17
father of Geoff Chupp

“May God Comfort All Who Mourn”
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