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Note:  these remarks were first shared at the TBT Annual Meeting on May 14, 2019.

As I reflect upon this past year at TBT, a phrase comes to mind:  “it’s all about the people.”  We have been 
doing a lot of talking about the building – and that is critically important – but it is critically important 
because it is a house of the people.  I want to speak tonight a bit about the people.  In particular, I want 
to speak about the people who live here in this building, virtually 24/7.  And that means the staff.  

This year has been like no other in TBT’s history because we have walked through it with our new Can-
tor.  Cantor Stanton came to us shortly after last year’s Annual Meeting.  It has been a year of transition 
for him and for us – a year of beautiful transition as he has become a part of our TBT family.  When he 
interviewed for the position, we knew he had a spectacular voice.  He still does.  It has been enriching 

us, elevating our joyous moments and softening the blows of the difficult moments.  What we have come to learn is that Cantor 
Stanton has a fabulous sense of humor, a generous, generous spirit, a big caring heart, a love of our children and a love for people 
of all ages.  In just one year, Cantor Stanton has become family.  Our thanks to him for his dedication and commitment to us.

I do believe that this June marks an anniversary.  A blessed anniversary at that.  We are celebrating the 5th anniversary of Kim 
Romine’s tenure as our Temple Administrator.  Kim has a heart of gold.  She also has an obsession for organization and numbers.  
It is an extraordinary combination.  She is able to combine billing and statements and dues and payments with heart and love and 
soul.  How fortunate we are.  And Kim’s talents go beyond that as you can see her climbing to clean the gutters, noticing every 
nook and cranny of our fragile building, keeping her office window open so she can delight in the sounds of our Nursery School 
children playing in the playground – Kim is everywhere, caring for every member of this holy congregation.  Thank you, Kim, for 
everything you do.

Bonnie Mahon is a professional in customer service and she is the first line of welcome, both at the door and on the phone.  Bonnie 
is always happy to see you, to help you, to respond to any and every request that is made of her.  As a special bonus:  she loves our 
Hebrew School children.  She knows them all by name – and she knows you by name, too.  How lucky we are.

Our staff team also includes our Custodial team of Len & Dyanna and now Steven, too.  Len sets up our social hall for onegs, for 
dinners, for special programs.  He cleans the sanctuary and even polishes the Torah silver.  He does it all with pleasure.  Dyanna is 
with us every Shabbat, making oneg hosting an easy mitzvah for our members.  And Steven is new to our Nursery School and their 
custodial needs.

Speaking of the Nursery School, we are in the midst of an enormous transition.  Bernadette Stak, our Nursery School Director for 
the past 24 years, is leaving at the end of this school year.  Bernadette is the engine behind the TBT Nursery School having such 
an extraordinary reputation in the community, and her children are your children, many of whom have gone on from the Nursery 
School to graduate from High School and college, and get married and have children.  I can’t tell you how many people around town 
tell me that they or their children are graduates of our Nursery School.  

But time marches on and changes do happen.  Thanks to the guiding force of Peter Chorney and Deb Coe at the helm of our Educa-
tion Committee, we have hired a brilliant successor to Bernadette.  Jen Casillo is already doing her magic with the Nursery School, 
and I hope that everyone here at TBT can begin to know her as we have begun to know her.

TBT is all about the people.  The staff….and the congregants who create holy community whenever you enter our doors.  Together, 
we have done extraordinary things this past year, and we can look forward to a promising year ahead.

L'Shalom,

Rabbi Offner

Paving The Way! - June 1st @6pm
Havdalah * Delicious Cook-Out Dinner * Activities for Adults & Kids

Celebrate the 1st Phase of Our Renovation
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TBT Book Club

The TBT Book Club will be meeting 
on June 21st (third Thursday of the 
month) to discuss our June pick.

As always, we meet at 7:30pm at the Hearth in Madison. 

June: Tattooist of Auschwitz by Heather Morris
July: Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger
August: The Girl They Left Behind by Roxanne Veletzos
September: Inheritance by Dani Shapiro

President's Column

Shalom. Fires set at two Chabad houses 
outside of Boston and a deadly shooting at a 
Chabad house near San Diego. A fire set at a 
mosque in New Haven. These are the most re-
cent attacks on houses of worship in the Unit-
ed States in just the last month. I don’t need 
to list all of the other attacks on worshipers 
and on synagogues, churches, and mosques 
worldwide in the last several months. I don’t 

mention all of this to be an alarmist. Instead, I am heartened 
by the outpouring of support for all of these places of worship, 
with Muslims marching to support Jews, and Jews marching to 
support Muslims. 

Our country was settled in part by those seeking the freedom 
to worship and follow their own consciences. We must con-
tinue to support that freedom and find ways to stem the tide of 
hatred directed at disrupting our way of life. As Senator Dianne 
Feinstein said after the Chabad of Poway shooting in California, 
“America stands for openness and tolerance, and those values 
suffer greatly from these terrible shootings.” Yet, we risk becom-
ing numb to the violence and therefore losing the will to work 
hard to find solutions. In just the last couple of months, there 
were college and high school shootings in North Carolina and 
Colorado that were not even the lead story—but were “be-
low the fold” on the front page of the paper I read—as deadly 
violence seems to become more of the norm in our everyday 
lives. Having just returned from the TBT trip led by Rabbi Offner 
in Vienna, Prague, Krakow, and Warsaw, we were witness to 
the sites and memories that told us how hate and violence can 
destroy the fabric of even the most developed societies of their 
day. I cannot in this short column provide advice on how we, in 
the U.S., can take steps to change course, but I can ask everyone 
to devote their attention to the problem so collectively we can 
find solutions and not accept the status quo as the new norm.

Jeff Babbin

Temple Beth Tikvah Board of Directors 2019 - 
2020

(Terms begin on July 1, 2019)

Executive Committee Officers
Jeffrey Babbin, President
Karen Goldberg, Vice President
Sarah Mervine, Vice President
Joshua Broder, Financial Vice President
Allison Barasz, Secretary
Suzanne Frisch, Treasurer
Stuart Weinzimer, Immediate Past President
Ex officio Executive Committee participant:
Al Goldberg, Senior Advisor

Directors continuing terms through June 2020
Shelley Capozzi, Religious Activities Committee Chair
Peter Chorney, Education Committee Co-Chair
Andrea SanMarco, Member At Large
Naomi Taylor, Member At Large

Directors beginning terms through June 2021
Jodie Ambrosino, Youth Activities Committee Chair
Ethel Anne Chorney, Programming Committee Co-Chair
Deborah Coe, Education Committee Co-Chair
Gary Damiano, Member At Large, Capital Campaign Events Chair
Jill Lesage, Programming Committee Co-Chair
Susan Lustig, Membership Committee Chair
Tina Silidker, Social Justice Committee Chair
Bruce Topolosky, Facilities Committee Chair

TBD: Communication Committee Chair
Nancy Kahrimanis – Communications Coordinator in a non-Board 
capacity

Ex officio members of the Board
Stacy K. Offner, Rabbi
Ken Rosenberg, Men’s Club President

Toda Raba to Our May Oneg Sponsors!

May 1 - Religious Activities Committee, Special Yom HaShoah 
Oneg
May 3 - The Social Justice Committee, to thank our 
congregants for their continued generosity to the community.
May 10 - Jill  and Morgan Lesage, in honor of all mothers and 
their sacrifices and dedication as we celebrated Mother's Day.
May 17- The Sherer and Pinchbeck/Garmisa Families, in 
celebration of Abigail Sherer winning the Friesner Scholar-
ship, and Ellie PInchbeck receiving the Sommer Award; and in 
celebration of the Class of 2019.
May 24 - Anne & Rick Calvert, in honor of Cantor Dorothy 
Goldberg
May 31- The Parents of our Confirmation Students, in celebra-
tion of their Confirmation
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June Services

June 7, 6pm
Greet Shabbat with Wine & Cheese; 
Birthday Blessings

June 8, 10am
Annabelle Tore Bat MItzvah

June 14, 7:15pm
Board Installation Shabbat

June 21, 7:15pm
Farewell to Cantor Dorothy Goldberg
Report from TBT Travelers to Eastern 
Europe

June 22, 10am
Ben Jacoby Bar Mitzvah

June 28, 7:15pm

June 29, 10am
Natalie Houlton Bat Mitzvah

Torah Study
TBT Library, Saturdays 9am

June 1: B'chukotai
Leviticus 7:1-27:34

June 8: B'midbar
Numbers :14-4:20

June 15: Naso
Numbers :1-7:89

June 22: B'haalot'cha June 29: Sh'lach L'cha
Numbers 10:35-12:16 Numbers 5:8-15:41:

Our June Children
Matthew Rubin, Abigail Sherer, 

Rebecca Snyder, Jeremy Rothstein, 
Sophia Fedus, Clara Calvert, Hannah 

Mervine-Schiff, Brett Maynard, 
Hannah Sharp

Join us at Shabbat Services on June 7th 
as we bless our May children.

Fare Thee Well, Cantor Dorothy Goldberg!

Please join us in honoring Cantor Goldberg as we wish her well 
in her new life in Portland, Oregon.  We are sad to see her go, 
but delighted for her new adventures. Dorothy has meant so 
much to TBT, we want to send her off in style.

Shabbat Services, June 21 @7:15pm
Special musical guests:  

Rick Calvert and Steve & Amy Eppler-Epstein

A T’filat HaDerech will be offered by Rabbi Offner.
TBT President Jeff Babbin will present Cantor Goldberg with the 

Kavod Award.

Annabelle Tore 
June 8th @10am

Annabelle Tore will become a Bat Mitz-
vah at Shabbat morning services at TBT 
on June 8, 2019 at 10am.  Annabelle 
has been working very hard with Cantor 
Stanton and Rabbi Offner to prepare for 

this special day.  She is excited to lead the service and share this 
milestone with her family, friends and the entire congregation.  
We hope you will be able to attend.

Benjamin Jacoby
June 22nd @10am

Benjamin Jacoby will become a Bar Mitzvah at 
Shabbat morning services at TBT on June 22, 
2019 at 10:00 am.  Benjamin is engaged in the 
song and meaning of the Torah and has been 

studying with the Rabbi and Cantor in preparation for this spe-
cial day.  Ben is a 7th grader at Polson Middle School in Madi-
son.  He enjoys musical theater, jazz band, skiing, and playing 
football in the backyard with his brothers.  The entire congrega-
tion is welcome to attend.  We look forward to celebrating with 
you.

Natalie Houlton
June 29th @10am

Natalie Rose Houlton will become a Bat MItz-
vah at Shabbat morning services at Temple 
Beth Tikvah on June 29, 2019. Natalie has 
been working with Cantor Mark Stanton and 
Dr. Eden Stein. She is excited to read her Torah 

portion and celebrate with friends, family, and the TBT com-
munity. For her Bat Mitzvah project, Natalie has been volun-
teering at the Saybrook Retirement Community on Sunday 
afternoons. She has enjoyed it so much that she plans to 
keep going in the year to come. The entire congregation is 
welcome to attend. We hope you will all join us.
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Farewell and Thank You, Bernadette!
If you could only sense how important you are to the lives of those you meet; how important you can be to the people you may never 

even dream of.
There is something of yourself that you leave at every meeting with another person:

                     -Mr. (Fred) Rogers

We want to thank Bernadette Stak for 24 years of dedication to the children and families of Temple Beth Tikvah Nursery School.  
From the beginning, the mission of the school has been community.  Bernadette has done that so wonderfully, welcoming families 
from all faiths to our school in a loving and thoughtful way.  Bernadette has nurtured and guided hundreds of children through the 
most important years of their childhood and all our families have such fond memories.  The smiles and laughter coming from the 
preschool are a testament to Bernadette and what she has done to make the school a wonderful place to learn and to play.
As Bernadette moves on to the next chapter in her journey, we hope she knows that she has left a foundation of early childhood 
education excellence on which TBTNS will continue to build.  We wish her all the best. 

Social Justice

Several projects have been completed with huge success thanks 
to our kindhearted and willing congregants.

The Online Food Drive 

522 lbs.of fresh food was pur-
chased by many of our generous 
congregants. Thank you to all 
who participated. The Community 
Dining Room in Branford thanks 
you. You can feel good knowing 
that they will be able to draw as 
needed from 522 lbs. of healthy 
fresh fruit, fresh vegetables, milk, 
and eggs to prepare nutritious 
meals for their dining room par-
ticipants and homebound clients.  

Ken's Closet Clothing Drive

Thank you to everyone in our 
TBT community who generously responded and donated to this 
worthy cause.  You have helped make this fundraiser a success 
by all standards.  Ken’s Closet staff has advised us that TBT has 
donated literally hundreds of usable items of clothing.  Thank 
you as well to Janet Hershman who so ably coordinated with JFS, 
Ken’s Closet, and our very capable administrative team, Bonnie 
Mahon and Kim Romine, without whom this effort couldn’t have 
succeeded. 

BEACH SHABBAT!
Summer is Almost Here

East Wharf Beach Pavilion
July 19 @ 6PM and August 9 @ 6PM

July 19 Oneg to Follow at the 
Home of Jon & Tina Kislak
98 Middle Beach Road

August 9 Oneg to Follow at the 
Home of Lisa & Eric Rich
25 Linden Lane

We promised the Town of Madison:  
WE WILL CARPOOL!  Please help us 
fulfill our promise.

Jewish Mindfulness 
and Meditation

Saturday, June 1st @8am
Saturday, June 15th @8am



5

Temple Beth Tikvah Building Project Update - Current Work Includes:

•206 Durham Road will be demolished as soon as permitting is complete.

•Towers/Golde Landscape Plan (model and plan on display in TBT lobby) has received one hearing at the Madison Wetland Commis-
sion, a “walk about” with the commission, and a final review on May 22, 2019. The plan provides for significantly more on-site park-
ing and modifications to our existing entrance/exits that will permit two enlarged, two-way driveways from Route 79.  

•The architectural designs (model on display in TBT lobby) are approximately 45% completed. A design for the sanctuary will be 
reviewed by the Sanctuary/Social Hall Committee on May 28 for recommendations to the Building Renovation Committee. The archi-
tect has been working with the Exterior Committee to evaluate color, building siding material, roofing material with the intent to use 
relatively maintenance-free materials that will easily withstand adverse weather and environmental changes.

•The Sanctuary/Social Hall Committee has scheduled interviews with Interior Design Professional groups. Although the emphasis is 
on the Sanctuary/ Social Hall, they will be engaged for the entire renovation in order to maintain continuity.  

•We are in the process of completing a land survey of Route 79 to determine the actual cost of bringing water from its current termi-
nus at the junction of Routes 79 and 95 to TBT.  The study is being completed by Thomas Stevens and Associates.  

•We are planning for “Phase I” this summer with initial work for driveways and parking with the capacity to park most everyone for 
High Holidays 5780.

As the project becomes clearer, the Campaign Steering Committee is working on the capital campaign. Subcommittees to address 
campaign policies, gift solicitations, donor recognition, communications about fundraising and activities to increase awareness of the 
campaign. If you are interested in working on any of these committees, please contact Suzy Frisch.

Have questions? Get in touch with Bruce Topolosky, Renovation Chair or Suzy Frisch, Campaign Steering Committee chair. Are you in-
terested in helping to see our project through to success? (Many hands and minds make light work!) Please contact Bruce at bruce@
topolosky.net or Suzy at sgfrisch@aol.com.

Join the entire TBT Community on Saturday, June 1 at 6 PM to kick-off the next phase of our work!
We will celebrate with a congregational party – The Time is Now!!

Dinner, Activities for the kids, Special ceremony.

Shavuot Sunday June 9th @9am
Every year, as an old family Passover tradition, I try to watch Cecil B. DeMille’s The Ten Commandments, starring Charlton Heston.  
I was always enthralled by the scene where God, portrayed as a tornado of fire, was sending out fire balls as Moses, with his back 
pressed to the mountain, grips it as the mini-comets slam against the side on the mountain and carve out, like lasers, what we know 
as the two tablets carrying the 10 Commandments.  Wow!  What a great way for a child to see the drama of the Jewish people re-
ceiving, not just the 10 commandments, but according to tradition, the whole Torah itself!  We celebrate this receiving of the Torah 
(commandments and all) on Shavuot (pronounced “sha-vu-OAT.”)  Some congregations attach Confirmation services for teenagers 
literally confirming their faith as Jews on this sacred holiday.  Others move this important occasion (as we do) to a date close to 
Shavuot.  Beginning in the middle ages, a Jewish tradition began with studying Torah all night on the first night of Shavuot. This tradi-
tion is called Tikkun L’eil Shavuot (literally the “Correction of the night of Shavuot.” Why “correction?”  Because we overslept when 
the Torah was being given to us by God!  As a way to “correct” this, we study Torah – some even study all night!   With this said, to 
observe this practice, we will have an extra Torah study on SUNDAY morning, including a very short Yizkor observance for those that 
observe Yizkor on festivals.  

Please join us on Sunday, June 9th from 9:00 – 10:00 AM for Tikkun Shavuot and a short Yizkor service.

L’Shalom and Chag Sameach, Wishing you peace and a Happy Festival,
Cantor Mark Stanton
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Religious School Registration is Now Open!
Early Bird (lower price!) Deadline is June 20th.

Registration forms for Grades K-8 are on our website, 
www.tbtshoreline.org; in our weekly Shofar Blasts and by 

contacting the office at office@tbtshoreline.org.

TBT Nursery School : Now Enrolling
Seeking builders, painters, scientists, nature lovers, 

and musicians to join our Preschool!
If you know of or have a child age 2-5 that fits that descrip-

tion, contact Nursery School Dirctor Jen Casillo at 
nsdirector@tbtshoreline.org or 203-245-8039

Mrs. Pozzi with her 
Kindergarteners.

Students from our Hebrew Lab

4th and 5th Graders with our Israeli Emmissarries

Happy Sukkot! 
Wave that Lulav! At the End of the Rainbow...

A Little Purim Fun!

A Little More Purim Fun!

\
Hanukkah Hug!

Shake That Lulav!

Religious School Recap!
It's been a wonderful year! Please check out our photos and don't forget to sign up for next year's Religious School. Early Bird 

pricing runs through June 20th. Payment is not required at the time of signup.
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Contributions
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Roselyn Fenton, in memory of her husband, Joseph Fenton
Frohman Davis, in memory of Jeffrey Rosenberg
Rhona & Alan Weiss, in appreciation
Roxanne & Kevin Coady, in memory of Roxanne's beloved   
 brother, Michael David Ohlbaum
Amy & Ron Vender, in honor of Sage Madeline Abramson
The Brody/Srebnik Family, in appreciation of the Shiva Minyan  
 for Linda's mother, Harriet Brody
Joan & Joel Marcus, in loving memory of Marty Brill, father of  
 Joan Marcus

Cantor's Discretionary Fund
Barbara Barrin-Levy, in memory of Harvey Levy
Debby Hiller, in appreciation of Cantor Stanton during the 
 funeral of her mother, Regina Heller
The Brody/Srebnik Family, in appreciation of Cantor Stanton's  
 caring and prayers at the bedside of Linda's mother,   
 Harriet Brody

Endowment Fund
Judy Merriam, in memory of Wendy Gross
Susan & Walter Spigelman, in celebration of the 
 TBT Chai Members
The Walker Family, in memory of Frances Walker
Gloria & Ed Sack, in memory of their beloved son, John
Susan & Walter Spigelman, in memory of Steve Cohen
Susan & Walter Spigelman, in memory of Harriet Brody, mother  
 of Linda Brody Srebnik
Shelley & Ron Capozzi, in memory of their beloved 
 brother-in-law, Alan Belgard
Shelley & Ron Capozzi, in memory of Shelley's beloved 
 stepmother, Betty Gallagher

Laurence B. & Elaine J. Sommer Memorial Fund 
for Social Justice
Sarah Mervine & Mark Schiff, in memory of Linda Brody 
 Srebnik's mother, Harriet Brody
Rabbi Hesch Sommer, in memory of Getrude Freeman

In Memoriam

Regina Heller, 5/2/19
Founding Member of TBT

Harriet Brody, 5/5/19
Mother of Linda Brody Srebnik

"May God Comfort 
All Who Mourn."

Phyllis Kaufman, in memory of her dear friend, Maureen 
Dugan
Barbara Levy, in memory of Melville Levy

Helen Katz Goodkind Beautification Fund
Sandra & Myron Brand, in honor of Jack & Helen Davis at the   
 Madison HIstorical Society
Helen Winokur & Family, in memory of Charles Winokur

Building Fund
Faith & Craig Irwin, in memory of Jerome "Buzzy" Levin
Daniel Koenigsberg, in appreciation
Sherie & Alan Groves, in memory of Stanley Groves

Judith K. Barr Adult Education Fund
Roberta Grossman, in memory of her dear father, Harry   
 Davis
Anne Kahrimanis, in loving memory of Ruth Walens and 
 Everett S. Walens

Richard C. Kahrimanis Music Fund
Anne, Nancy, and Jill Kahrimanis, in loving memory of 
 Richard C. Kahrimanis

Religious School Fund
Naomi & Jeremy Taylor

Rosenblum Education Fund
Joan & Joel Marcus, in loving memory of their son, David   

To Dvora Redlich, on winning the Gold Key for Best in Show at the Scholastic Regional Art Show.

To Becca Weinzimer, for being awarded the Needler Prize, awarded to a graduating senior from Wesleyan University for excellence in 
Hebrew/Jewish Studies.

To Abigail Sherer, Friesner Scholarship Winner, who will attend American University the Fall.

To Elijah Labowe-Stoll, who will attend Franklin and Marshal College this Fall.

To Paige Baser, who will attend UCONN this Fall.

To Elana Rothberg, who will attend Yale University this Fall.
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NYC BOUTIQUE FITNESS CLASSES 
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founded and taught by TBT member
Audrey Slater Spiegel 

want all the details? visit us at
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