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As I think about the state of Israel and the state of Zionism today, I am reminded of that old joke about the 3 
elderly folks who are sitting on the beach talking.  One says:  “Oy.”  The other says “Oy vey.”  The third says:  
“Oy vey iz mir.”  Finally, they get fatigued from the conversation and agree spontaneously:  “Enough talking 
about the children!”
 
These days, the punch line could be: “Enough talking about Israel.”  Most conversations about Israel today 
are about Israel’s tsuris.  (troubles).  Yes, Israel has plenty of troubles.  There is anti-Zionism on the left and 
on the right.  There is anti-Semitism on the left and on the right.  There is an occupation of the Palestin-
ian people that has been going on now for over 50 years.  There is a military build-up of those who would 
destroy Israel in lands that border Israel:  in Gaza, in Lebanon and in Syria.  There are those in America who 
seem to equate Israel with ‘the devil himself.’  And there are those in America who see Israel as the very 
vehicle to Heaven.
 
Against this backdrop, life in Israel is bustling and thriving.  The foodie scene is very big.  By all means, do see 

the movie In Search of Israeli Cuisine.  Medical research in Israel has led to miracles in cancer treatment and calls that an actual cure 
for cancer is in reach within the halls of the Technion and Ben Gurion University.  Israeli start-up companies have created methods to 
purify and re-use water that have recently been used now in California.  Paraplegics have stood and walked once more because of the 
Israeli invention of a robotic exoskeleton machine.  
 
There is a lot of diversity of opinion about who Israel is and what Israel should be.  Remarkably, there is no more diversity of opinion 
on the subject of Israel than there is within Israel itself.  Just take a look at the Knesset on any given day.
 
Temple Beth Tikvah is a synagogue where diversity of opinion should flourish.  I cherish all opinions and viewpoints about Israel.  At 
the same time, I cherish our common ground, which is our love of Israel, our attachment to Israel and our desire to stay informed and 
engaged.
 
To that end, I encourage you to join us this month of January in an exploration of Israel and the Jewish Values that undergird this Jewish 
state of ours.  We meet in the sanctuary from 12-2pm on Wednesdays in January.  Be a part of the conversation.

L'Shalom,

Rabbi Offner

Remembering Selma
         A Screening of Escape from Sobibor

Wednesday, January 23rd at 7pm
Discussion to Follow

Selma Engel and her husband Chaim were Holocaust survivors and beloved members of TBT. Selma and 
Chaim escaped from the Sobibor death camp and their story is documented in Escape from Sobibor. 
Selma dedicated her life to teaching the truth of the horrors she endured. We honor her memory by 
continuing to tell her story.

International Holocaust Remembrance Day is January 27th, 2019
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President's Column

Shalom. In my capacity as President, I recently attended the annual December orientation program for the stu-
dents, and the parents of the students, who are about to embark on their b’nei mitzvah training in 2019. Even 
without a student of my own at this gathering, it was a fun event to attend, bringing back memories of my own 
daughters’ journeys to Jewish adulthood. Plus, I got to witness the advances TBT has made in teaching “trope” to 
the b’nei mitzvah students, making them all lifelong Torah readers.

The Rabbi asked me to speak to the parents on the topic of “parent engagement.” Of course, the parents are highly 
engaged in the b’nei mitzvah program, but the Rabbi meant something broader – parental engagement in the life 
of the synagogue, to act as role models for their children in their commitment to Jewish lives. That necessarily 

requires treating b’nei mitzvah studies as not just a milestone to check off a list, but as a springboard to a deeper commitment to 
communal Jewish life. A central feature of Judaism is its embrace of a sense of peoplehood, of a gathering of a community of Jews 
as the best way to experience life to its fullest.

So, to that end, I thought that I would share with the entire congregation the words I spoke to the parents of the upcoming b’nei 
mitzvah students one Sunday afternoon in early December. I am reprinting my talk here verbatim: 

“TBT runs on the fuel of congregant engagement, including parent engagement. We have professional clergy and office staff – but, 
in the end, the congregation runs on the strength of its members’ commitment and support. And that includes engagement with the 
TBT community – from attending and bringing your children to services, volunteering for Mitzvah Day and class dinners, participat-
ing in activities like Habitat for Humanity, and helping TBT committees such as the education committee, social justice, and religious 
activities, among others. 

“Your children certainly take note of the level of your engagement with TBT. I was hesitant to become president when my children 
were still in the house – and while I am now an empty nester, I am so glad I started my presidency with my twins at home, able 
to see my commitment to TBT, so I could model the importance of the synagogue to our lives. And now that they are in college, 
they have pleasantly surprised me by their involvement with their college Hillel programs and involvement with Jewish activities at 
school.

“We, as parents, are all role models. That also includes remaining as members of TBT following the bar or bat mitzvah, as Judaism 
is a lifelong pursuit, and supporting the presence of a Jewish congregation on the shoreline is an important way of showing that the 
bar or bat mitzvah is not the end of Jewish learning and engagement, but only the beginning.

“Thank you, and mazel tov on your child’s upcoming bar or bat mitzvah.”

Jeff Babbin

Oneg Sponsors for December - Toda Raba!

December 7th: All Who Contributed to our Chanukah Dinner, 
including our brisket chefs - Andrea SanMarco, Shaun Glazier, 
Deanna Calvert, Rachel Daniels, Nancy Abramson, and Suzy 
Frisch.
December 14th: All Who Contributed to our wonderful evening 
honoring Walter Stutzman - Committee Chair Jill Lesage and her 
great committee: Robin Baslaw, Susan Smith, Ethel Ann Chor-
ney, Tobie Meisel and Lisa Leventhal and Cantor Stanton, Cantor 
Goldberg, Rick Calvert, Stu Weinzimer, and Ronni Berman.

Please contact the office at office@tbtshoreline.org, or 203-
245-7028 to find out how easy it is to sponsor an oneg.

In Memoriam

Selma Engel, 12/4/18

beloved member of TBT

“May God Comfort All Who Mourn”
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January Services

January 4, 6pm
Greet Shabbat with Wine & Cheese, 
Birthday Blessings

January 5, 10am
Bar Mitzvah of Brandon SanMarco

January 11, 7:15pm

January 18, 7:15pm
Shabbat Shirah, Martin Luther King 
Jr. Shabbat, Tu B'Shvat

January 25, 7:15pm

January 26, 10am
Bat Mitzvah of Lexi Handelman

Torah Study
TBT Library, Saturdays 9am

January 5: Va-eirah
Exodus 8:16-9:35

January 12: Bo
Exodus 12:29-13:16

January 19: B'shalach
Exodus 14:26-17:16

January 26: : Yitro
Exodus 19:1-20:23

Our January Children

Paige Baser, Madeline SanMarco, 
Elaina Calvert, Jordan Fitzgerald, 

Joshua Glazer, Brandon SanMarco, 
Claire Spiegel

Join us at Shabbat Services on January 
4th as we bless our January children.

TBT Book Club

The TBT Book Club will be 
meeting on January 17th 
(third Thursday of the month) 
to discuss our January pick.

As always, we meet at 7:30pm 
at the Hearth in Madison. 

January: Female Persuasion by Meg Wolitzer
February: God is in the Crowd by Tal Keinan
March: Sand and Ash by Amy Harmon
April: The Paris Architect by Charles Belfoure

Jewish Mindfulness & Meditation

Jewish Mindfulness & Meditation will now be held regularly the 
first and third Saturday of each month, at 8am.

For January: 
Saturday, January 5th @8am
Saturday, January 19th @8am

B'nei Mitzvah
Brandon SanMarco

1/5/18

On Shabbat morning services, Janu-
ary 5, 2019, Brandon SanMarco will 
become a Bar Mitzvah.  

Brandon has been working very hard 
with Cantor Stanton, Cantor Goldberg 
and Ms. Kahrimanis to be ready for 

the day.  He is very excited to share this milestone with family, 
friends and members of the congregation.  

The entire congregation is welcome to attend.  We hope you 
will be there.

Lexi Handelman
1/26/18

Lexi Handelman will become a Bat Mitzvah 
at Shabbat morning services at TBT on 
January 26, 2019 at 10am.  

Lexi has been diligently preparing for this 
milestone along with her Mitzvah project 

raising awareness around single use plastics.  “Becoming a Bat 
Mitzvah means many different things to me. It means that I’m 
coming of age and I’m being accepted into the Jewish com-
munity as a young adult. It means that I am responsible for 
passing on the knowledge of the Torah to the generations to 
follow.”  

The entire congregation is welcome to attend.  We hope to see 
you there. 

TBT Tots January 13 @10:30am

For kids ages 2 1/2  - 5
Singing & Community Building - Families Welcome!
TBTtots@gmail.com for more information



4

To Kim Rakusin, on the marriage of her and Jack's nephew, 
Jeremy Rakusin, to Danieli Evans on September 27th.

To the Syrian refugees that Temple Beth Tikvah resettled in  the 
US along with First Congregational Church in Guilford with our 
joint SHIRR committee in 2017; who recently had a baby boy.  
Nezar and Ghadir, and their 3 children Rawan, Reda and Marya 
welcome Waseem who was born Nov 13th.  The family con-
tinues to live in New Haven where the older children are all on 
the school honor roll and Nezar is working full time at Sesame 
Falafel.

To Ben Jacoby (the Bar Mitzvah Boy), Dean Paglino (Eddie), Elise 
Halsema, and Justin Paglino for their great performances in the 
recent smash-hit production of “13” in Deep River.

To Ken & Janice Rosenberg, on becoming first-time grandparents 
to Carter Lee Hendrix, born December 18th
 

Social Justice

"Kids Helping Kids" Mitzvah 
Day- another huge success. 

Pictures from Mitzvah Day of 
the stations that the chil-
dren rotated through during 
parent/teacher conferences-
-journal decorating and book 
plate making, crates for Raise 

the Roof (7th grade only) , beaded necklace making, and fleece 
blanket tying.  

The children also collected 
hundreds of beautiful new 
and gently used books to 
donate to New Reach, Co-
lumbus House, and Read to 
Grow. The fleece blankets will 
also go to children at Colum-
bus House.  Books were also 
put into the crates decorated for the Raise the Roof Habitat 
family's children. 

The journals will be given to 
children at The Cove. Our 
students wrote letters of 
encouragement to tuck into 
the journals. They also wrote 
letters of encouragement to 
go with Puzzle Books and new 
games collected for Ronald 
McDonald House. 

Other gently used games will go to Madison Youth and Family 
Services. 

The gorgeous beaded necklaces made by our students will go 
to teenagers at a pre-prom outfitting event held by CT Assoc 
of Foster and Adopted Families. All in all the children definitely 
helped other children to be happy, to be comfortable, to feel 
beautiful.  

And a big shout out to our 
volunteers-Kim Chorney, 
Mary Ann Ehrenwerth, 
Marlene Schwartz, Doro-
thy Tolchin, Cheryl Brown, 
Linda Srebnik, Rhona 
Weiss, and Lisa Walker.  
Also to our older students 
who were a tremendous 
help.  THANK YOU!!

Tina Silidker and Sarah Mervine

Nursery School News

We hope everyone has had a fun 
filled winter recess!  This month 
the nursery school is accepting ap-
plications for the 2019-2020 school 
year. 

We are happy to schedule a 
tour of the school while in 
session. Programs offered for 
2-5 year olds in the mornings 
with extended hours in the 
afternoons. 

Contact Nursery School 
Director Bernadette Stak
203-245-8039
nsdirector@tbtshoreline.
org
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Building Project Update

December 2018 has been a month of committee work and the beginning of specific 
generation of ideas for the landscaping, parking and driveways.

Key actions:
Driveways, Parking, Landscape
• John Lesage, Duo Dickinson and Towers Golde (landscape design firm) working    
 on exterior design ideas.
• Towers Golde has done extensive surveying of the property and is creating a    
 detailed map of the topography and current  drives, parking and landscaping.
• Goals of design will be to improve access with safer driveways, increase parking capacity, assure safe arrivals and 
 departures with a designated drop-off area, improve handicap accessible parking and entry as well as provide a beautiful  
 exterior space.

The transitional space sub-committee chaired by Jerry Davis and Nancy Abramson has begun to consider the space needs for all 
temples functions and uses based on possible building schedules and timelines.

The education sub-committee chaired by Jason Glazer has been continuing to consider our schools and their needs.

The sanctuary committee chaired by Rob Jacoby has been meeting.

As the project becomes clearer, the Campaign Steering Committee is working on the capital campaign.

The PowerPoint slides with narration and a set of questions and answers asked at the meetings have been posted on the TBT web-
site.

Do you have questions? Check out the Renovation Project FAQs on the TBT website.
Still have questions? Be in touch with Bruce Topolosky, Renovation Chair or Suzy Frisch, Campaign Steering Committee Chair.

Are you interested in helping to see our project through to success? (Many hands and minds make light work!) Please contact Bruce 
at bruce@topolosky.net or Suzy at sgfrisch@aol.com.

RAISE THE ROOF BREAKS GROUND ON HOUSE # 15
 

 It was a cold and rainy day but our hearts were warmed when we met the Rodriquez-Villa 
family at their groundbreaking ceremony. The groundbreaking ceremony held on Sunday, 
December 16th marked the official start of our fifteenth Raise the Roof/Habitat build. The 
site at 352 Peck Street in New Haven will be the future home of the family. 

As one of the founding members of Raise the Roof, Temple Beth Tikvah is proud to work 
alongside the Rodriquez-Villa family to assist in building this house. 

Contact linda.brody@comcast.net with questions or go to www.raisetheroofct.org to learn 
more. 

Pictured: Members of the Rodriquez-Villa family with Donna Gregory, Raise the Roof Board 
President 
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From Cantor Stanton

Dear friends,

December has certainly been a busy, but wonderful month.  Just in the last couple of weeks we’ve had 
the Channukkah dinner for over 140 people with an array of briskets and some Kashah Varniskes to go 
with it – thanks to my grandmother’s recipe.  Then a good Hanukkah sing (how do you spell Hanukah?) 
and simply – a fun service.  Thanks to the many people who made it happen!

A week later a full house joined together to honor Walter Stutzman’s 30-plus years of service.  The 
committee who transformed the social hall, headed by Jill Lesage included: Ethel Anne Chorney, Tobie 

Meisel, Lisa Leventhal, Robin Baslaw, Susan Smith, John Lesage and more! (More on that later!)  Special guests: Rick Calvert, Cantor 
Dorothy Goldberg and Dr. Linda Waldman, along with the TBT Choir and guests: (Amy & Steve Eppler-Epstein, Jodie Ambrosino, Stu 
Weinzimer, Leslie Powell, Loren Sterman, Cher Richmond, Dan Koenigsberg, David Stern, and Judith Selakoff) joined us for a musical 
service beginning with a parody, based on the song “Piano Man” by Billy Joel and parody lyrics by Ronni Berman.  With the many 
musicians present, harmony was to the fore and delight to all who attended!  I hope Walter will be around for many years, continu-
ing to bring harmony into our lives.

Mitzvah Day was also a great success! Everyone – parents, our amazing teachers, and students started the day with a short presen-
tation and video, then broke into different groups to create blankets, jewelry, journals and bookplates (for donated books) and espe-
cially decorated crates in order to bring these gifts – and a little joy into other’s lives.  It was amazing to see the whole TBT Religious 
School student body energized upstairs while, downstairs, their parents were able to meet with their teachers.  Major kudos go to 
the Committee Co-Chairs, Sarah Mervine & Tina Silidker along with Kim Chorney, Mary Ann Ehrenwerth, Marlene Schwartz, Dorothy 
Tolchin, Cheryl Brown, Ed Soufer, Linda Srebnik, Rhona Weiss, and Lisa Walker. Another shout out goes to Susan Forrest for the kick-
off video which started the day and the 8th graders, Chaverim and Madrichim who helped make the day a success!

Part of the “secret sauce” of TBT and who are always helping behind the scenes, adding their skills and talents, are our incredible 
staff: Kim Romine, Bonnie Mahon and Len Dwarica, who always make sure things run smoothly.  Major thanks for all they do to help 
TBT shine in every event!

One extra shout out goes to several of our members who were part of the cast of the show “13” who performed throughout the 
weekend in Deep River: Ben Jacoby (the Bar-Mitzvah Boy), along with Dean Paglino, Elise Halsema and Justin Paglino on the key-
board. We have some very gifted kids and parents at TBT!!

Looking ahead in the month of January we have another special musical event – Shabbat Shirah – literally, the “Shabbat of Song,” on 
Friday evening, January 18th at 7:15 PM, and the TBT Religious School will join other religious schools in the New Haven area for a 
joint presentation “Kol Shira” that will be presented at The Towers in New Haven on Sunday, January 27, 10:00 – 11:30 am.

Lastly, I am looking for volunteers to help in a larger project that has been near and dear to my heart – PURIM!!  We will need 
several different kinds of help (costumes, stage hands, etc…)  Look out soon for the Purim Flyer and…participate!  I guarantee you’ll 
have fun!

Mizvah Goreret Mitzvah – one good deed brings on another good deed.  This month surely proved it!  Thanks to everyone who in 
some way – or anyway – participated.  Let’s keep it going.  What mitzvah can you do today?
Kol Tuv – wishing you everything good for the (secular) New Year,

Cantor Mark Stanton
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Contributions

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Myron Rudner, in appreciation
Harriet & Ken Rosen, in appreciation 
The Buller Family, in appreciation of Rabbi Offner's continued  
 support
Mary Ann & Jan Ehrenwerth, in memory of Charlotte 
 Ehrenwerth
Alix & Josh Copel, in memory of Joseph W. Copel
Rhona & Alan Weiss, in gratitude for Rabbi Offner and Cantor  
 Stanton
Celia M. Speiss, in honor of Dr. Alan Friedman's generosity with  
 his time and talent
Margie & Alan Starensier, in appreciation of Charlie's beautiful  
 Bat Mitzvah
Rosemary & David Baggish, in memory of Catherine Verdi, 
 Rosemary's mother and Aaron's grandmother
Mal Rudner, in memory of his loved ones
Tabi Javid, in memory of Sally Spiegel
Wendy & Mark Greenberg, in memory of Betty Richter
Wendy & Mark Greenberg, in memory of Hattie Weiss
Anonymous Donor

Cantor's Discretionary Fund
Sandra & Paul Beckman, in memory of David Beckman
The Kohn Family, in memory of Adele Kohn Marcus
Sandra & Paul Beckman, in honor of Walter Stutzman's 33 1/3  
 years of devotion to TBT
Sandra & Paul Beckman, in memory of Aunt Libby Stoller

Endowment Fund
Amy & Ron Vender, in memory of Joseph Korz, Ron's beloved   
 Zadie
Rena & Sam Powell, in memory of Selma Engel
Rena & Sam Powell, with thanks to Walter Stutzman for his   
 decades of musical contribution to our community
Carol & Don Miller, in memory of Carol's dear parents, George &  
 Elaine Pivar
Rachel and Jill Eder, in loving memory of Selma Engel
The Spigelman Family, in memory of Lawrence Richman, their  
 beloved father, grandfather, and great-grandfather
Lisa Stanger & Gregory Colodner, in honor of Gabriel, grandchild  
 of Suzy Frisch & Jonathan Levine

General Fund
Carole & Myron Gubitz, in memory of Henry J. Gubitz and   
 Emanuel Stecker

Laurence B. & Elaine J. Sommer Memorial Fund 
for Social Justice
Kate & Bill Lee, in memory of Marietta Lee
Phyllis Kaufman, in memory of Selma Engel
Debra Elovich, in memory of Arlene & Dyan Elovich
Debra Elovich, in memory of Philip & Gertrude Maskin
Debra Elovich, in memory of Harry & Rebecca Elovich
Stu Mandel, in honor of Hesch Sommer, for his wisdome and   
 

Helen Katz Goodkind Beautification Fund
Rhona & Alan Weiss, in appreciation of their caring community  
 of friends

Building Fund
Sondra Bernblum, in memory of Milton A. Bernblum
Helen & Jack Davis, in memory of Helen's beloved sister, Carol  
 Azen
Marianne & Randolph Frankel
Marc Sandler, in memory of Ruth Rosengard

Youth Scholarship Fund
Saul Gordon, in memory of his mother, Rebecca Gordon

Richard C. Kahrimanis Music Fund
Amy & Ronald Vender, in honor and great appreciation of 
 Walter Stutzman
The Silva Family, in honor of Walter Stutzman
Tobie Meisel, in honor of Walter Stutzman
Myra Josephson, in honor of Walter Stutzman
Margaret & Paul Lerner, in honor of Walter Stutzman

Sisterhood Cantorial Fund
Rhona & Alan Weiss, in honor of Walter Stutzman

Judith K. Barr Adult Education Fund
Roberta Grossman, in memory of Dr. Milton S. Godfried
Charles Barr, in memory of his mother, Sarah Barr
Ronni & Stephen Berman, in honor of Walter Stutzman

Silidker Family Music Enrichment Fund
Marjorie Glosband Hart, in memory of Arline Rita Glosband

Library Fund
Carole & Myron Gubitz, in memory of Henry J. Gubitz and   
 Emanuel Stecker

Nursery School Fund
Alaine Lane, in memory of Louis Lashenick, father of Alaine   
 Lane; grandfather of Eric and Sarah Lane; 
 great-grandfather of Adelaide, Anderson, and Mara

Rabbi Howard F. Sommer Fund for Continuing Jewish Education
Anonymous Donor

"A generous person enjoys prosperity.
Whoever satisfies others shall be sated."

Proverbs 11:25
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