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Dear Friends, 

The Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King’s words continue to instruct:

 Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that.
 Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.

It is our job to focus on the light and love; our job to create light and to reach out in love. That is why I 
am thrilled to participate in a Hartmann Institute conference on Martin Luther King Day on “Jews and 

Muslims in America Today: Political Challenges and Moral Opportunitiees.” Notable speakers include Representative Keith Ellison 
from Minnesota, the first elected Muslim to serve in the U.S. House of Representatives, and Jeffrey Goldberg, the Editor-in-Chief of 
the Atlantic. It is much easier to talk about the needed friendship between Jews and Muslims than it is to engage. Engage we will as 
we religious leaders seize the opportunity to sit in a room filled with Jews and Muslims, to focus on the moral obligations and politi-
cal challenges that face our communities today.

The month of January also means a new president for our country. Donald Trump will become President Trump on January 20th. I 
wish him every success. May he have the wisdom and the courage to lead and guide our country in a way that improves the lives of 
us all, most notable the poor and disenfranchised; may he usher in an era that strengthens our country and the entire world. 

The day after the inauguration I will be in Washington, D.C., participating in the Women’s March on Washington. Nancy and I will be 
there together to encourage our President and all our governmental leaders to champion women’s values, values that coincide with 
Reform Jewish values: equal rights, equal pay, and equal dignity, equal access to quality health care, including the right to make that 
most critical of personal health decisions regarding abortion. 

As we venture into this new era of American life, we are guided once again by the words of Dr. Martin Luther King: 

 The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments of comfort and convenience, but where he stands at   
 times of challenge and controversy.

I implore each of us to stand always on the side of justice and of truth.

Men’s Spirituality Group
Sunday, January 8th

10:30-11:30am in the Library
Rabbi Offner will speak on

“Jewish Ethics and Citizenship”

Preceded by a bagel brunch sponsored by the Men’s Club
No need to rsvp, but if you would like to be on the mailing list,

please contact Men’s Club President Ken Rosenberg at 
kenr68@aol.com

Rabbi Offner Live on the Radio

On December 7th, Rabbi Offner was interviewed live on the New 
Haven Independent’s radio show, “Chai Haven.”

If you did not get the chance to hear that interview,
you can listen online at this web address:

https://soundcloud.com/new-haven-independent/chai-haven-
rabbi-stacy-offner-2
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President’s Column

This time of year I always find myself 
thinking about resolutions for the com-
ing year (as do we all), and the fact that 
we often separate our spiritual resolu-
tions made during the Jewish New Year 
from the secular resolutions made in 
January. Looking back, I see that I wrote 
about this last January, but it’s worth 
revisiting. 

I was speaking recently to a TBT congregant about the challenge 
of leading a spiritually meaningful life while trying to juggle the 
seemingly insurmountable tasks required of our secular work 
day. This might be a little easier for those of us in fields such as 
medicine, nursing, or teaching, but what for people whose daily 
lives are more removed from the service of others? Is there a 
spiritually satisfying way of getting through your email? Of mak-
ing up a budget? Of carpooling?

Our answer, obviously enough, can be found in our liturgical 
tradition, in the practice of gratitude. Our tradition teaches us 
to be thankful for just about everything: the light of day, the gift 
of waking up to a new day, the miracle of our bodies, the food 
we eat, not to mention the loved ones in our lives and our many 
personal comforts. While it may initially seem trite if you are not 
used to approaching gratitude in this way, it can be very ground-
ing and orienting. I urge you to give it a try. Here’s a tip - I do it 
when I’m sitting in traffice; I find it turns a personally frustrating 
experience into an opportunity for reflection.

This year, instead of groaning about waking up early, I’m going to 
try to be more thankful for the gift of two legs to run with, the 
gift of hearing as I pop my iPod headphones into my ears, and 
the gift of yet another year to try (hopefully more successfully 
this year), to exercise. If I don’t get in better shape physically, at 
least I will get into better shape spiritually!

Happy New Year, and L’shalom,

Stu Weinzimer, President

Be the Match Bone Marrow 
and Red Cross Blood Drives

Sunday, January 15th, 9am-2pm
@St. George Church on the Guilford, Green

For more information, contact Coleen Burkle 
203-927-5674

What is our TBT Mission?
What Do We Aspire to Be?

For the TBT community to collectively 
answer these important questions, 
the Mission Committee (comprised of 
Ellen Buller, Suzy Frisch, Rob Jacoby, Liz 
Shore, Jen Silva, and Stu Weinzimer) 

has been meeting regularly since September 12th to put in place 
a process to facilitate this. 

Please offer your voice as we strive to update TBT’s Mission. 
Keep your eye out for our brief survey that we will send to you 
early in the new year via email. From the results of this survey, 
the Mission Committee will draft a Mission Statement that we 
will then share back with you for further input in early March.  
We will host a congregational meeting, on Sunday, March 5th, at 
9:30am, at which there wil be an opportunity for our TBT mem-
bers to come together to connect and discuss several topics, 
including TBT’s 40th anniversary and our Mission. 

We look forward to our collaboration on this and to an aspira-
tional new year. 

Jewish Mindfulness
Meditation

with Michael Felberbaum and 
Rabbi Offner

Sunday, January 29
9:45-10:45am

Are you interested in cultivating 
the practice of Jewish mindfulness? Michael Felberbaum, TBT 
member and longtime practitioner of mindful meditation, will 
guide this session as we seek to share Jewish wisdom  and values 
and develop equanimity and insight. Michael was involved in 
initiating the Being Well mindfulness meditation program at Yale 
for faculty and staff. Rabbi Offner brings a wellspring of Jewish 
knowledge to the endeavor. This session is open to all adults 
over the age of Confirmation (16). No need to rsvp - just mark 
your calendar now...and come on January 29th. 

Mazel Tov!

To Bill and Kate Lee, on the arrival of their granddaughter, Avery 
Grace, daughter of Susannah Lee

To Bill and Kate Lee, on the engagement of their son, William, to 
Pam Walsh

To Ethan Rich, on his acceptance to Carnegie Mellon University, 
where he will attend this coming Fall



3
Men’s Club Shabbat is

Martin Luther King
Shabbat

Friday, January 13th, 7:15 pm

D’var Torah:
Stu Weinzimer
Torah Reader:
Ken Rosenberg

Guest Music Leader:
Jodie Ambrosino

Shabbat Services

January 6th  @6:00 pm
Greet Shabbat with Wine & Cheese

January 13th @7:15 pm
Men’s Club Shabbat

January 20th @7:15 pm

January 27th @7:15 pm
January Birthday Blessings

TBT Students Study
Water Scarcity to Help 

Those in Need

TBT’s 4-6th graders (below) dedi-
cated a Sunday of Religious School 
to learning about the devastating 

impact that water scarcity has on families and children around 
the world, and particularly in Malawi. This hands-on work-
shop requred students to prioritize where to give (agriculture, 
industry, human) a portion of the limited resource of water. They 
also learned what happens when water is unavailable (hunger, 
poverty, health, etc.). The students were able to feel firsthand 
how heavy the water buckets are to carry and how much time is 
sacrificed to obtain water, which prohibits children from going to 
school and parents from working to earn much-needed income. 

At the conclusion of the workshop, the students were rewarded 
with plastic bottles of refreshing iced tea. To empower them to 
make a difference and help these families in Malawi, they refilled 
and returned the bottles with donations to help Malawi Farmers 
Inc. fund a well in the village that will provide clean, safe water 
at any time.

To help support our TBT children’s goal of raising $7,000 toward 
building a well in Chikwawi, Malawi, please consider sending in 
your contribution, marked “Malawi Farmers Inc.” to TBT. 

Wouldn’t you agree that all people have a right to clean, safe 
water? 

TBT Presented
with a Sustaining Sponsor Plaque in honor of all the years of 

support for Raise the Roof - the Shoreline Connection to Habitat 
for Humanity. Representing TBT: Linda Brody Srebnik (3rd from 
left), flanked by Raise the Roof Board members and Founder 

Mike Maguire (far right)
The Jewish Experience on Film

Wednesdays in January
TBT Social Hall

Felix and Meira, January 4, 7pm
The Tenth Man, January 11, 7pm

Tikkun, January 18, 7pm
Rabin, The Last Day, January 25, 6:45pm

Join us as we screen and discuss four extraor-
dinary productions that examine Jewish life 

and identity around the world. 

Contact the TBT office to receive the flyer 
with full synopses of these films.

As always, feel free to bring a snack to share!



4

Weekly Torah Study
Saturdays at 9 am

January 7th:   Vayigash     
Genesis 44:18-45:27

January 14th: Vaychi  
Genesis 47:28-48:22

January 21st: Shemot
Exodus 1:1-2:25

January 28th: Va’eira
Exodus 6:2-7:7

     

Oneg Shabbat

Thank you for hosting an Oneg Shabbat in December:

December 2: The Mueller/Hatton and Silva Families
December 9: Margo Merin and Charles Barr

in celebration of the engagement of Margo’s son, Clifford
December 16: Friends of Michael and Maya Moleski

in honor of Ziva Besser’s visit
December 23:

Alan & Lois Meyers and David & Rosemary Baggish, 
in honor of Sandra Beckman chanting Torah 

TBT Book Club

The TBT Book Club meets the third Thursday of the month  at 
7:30 p.m.  To accommodate one of our members, we have been 
meeting at The Hearth in Madison. We will be reading the fol-
lowing books in the next few months:  

January: The Two Family House, by Lynda Loigman
February: If You Lean In, Will Men Look Down Your Blouse? by 
Regina Barreca
For further Information, contact Myra Josephson at
myrajosephson@gmail.com or 203-488-3350

Nursery School News

The Nursery School is offering a 
5-week winter enrichment program 
on Wednesday afternoons. “WINTER-
STOCK” will start on January 18th. 
This arts festival will include singing, 
cooking, birdwatching, and painting. 
We will even learn the art of being a 
superhero...capes included!!

Nursery School enrollment is open to the community for the 
2017-2018 school year. If you know a 2-5 year old that would 
enjoy learning through play, nature activities, and specialized 
creative arts programming, AND learn about all of the Jewish 
holidays, come and visit our wonderful program. 

Contact Director Bernadette Stak for your personal tour, by call-
ing 203-245-8039

Our January Children

Joshua Czaczkes, Shayla Goldberg,
Paige Baser, Alice Gadon,

Madeline SanMarco, Jordan Fitzgerald,
Joshua Glazer, Hana Greif, Brandon SanMarco, 

Charlotte Babbin, Molly Babbin,
Claire Spiegel, Zachary Moskow

Join us at Shabbat Services on January 27th
as we bless our January children

The Gefilte Manifesto
New Recipes for Old World 

Jewish Foods
by Jeffrey Yoskowitz and Liz 

Alpern (below right)

Come join us for
AUTHOR TALK AND TASTING

Sunday, February 5, 2017
TBT Social Hall

Co-sponsored by Temple Beth Tikvah, 
Jewish Book Council, and Jewish Federa-

tion of Greater New Haven

Liz Alpern will delight and inform us 
about modern and engaging takes on our 
traditional foods. You will be served a nosh 
before the lecture to be followed with 
beverages (including mimosas!) and tast-
ings of her recipes prepared by a volun-
teer committee of TBT members. Please 
contact Rosemary Baggish, by emailing 
rosemary.baggish@hhchealth.org, for more information. 

Suggested donation $5.00
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Celebrating 40 Years at 
Temple Beth Tikvah - 
Building Our Future

Each month, in this column, we will keep you up-to-date on the 
work we are doing to celebrate 40 years in our building, and 
plans to renovate the building.

1. Work continues on preliminary ideas for our building renova-
tion. 
2. The ad hoc Mission Committee met twice this month to dis-
cuss gathering your ideas about our mission.
3. On March 5, 2017, we will gather for a congregational meeting 
to share dreams and ideas. We will explore both the mission of 
our synagogue and how our building serves our mission. More 
information coming!
4. The ad hoc fundraising planning committee is gathering 
information which will help us make a decision about hiring a 
fundraising consultant.

We need YOU to dream about our future and help to make it a 
reality:

*PARTICIPATE in opportunities to explore the mission and values 
of TBT and to dream about how our building can best serve our 
mission and be an asset to our worship, educational programs, 
and social activities.
*VOLUNTEER to work with our 40th committees, which will 
focus on community building, celebrating, and fundraising.
*SAVE THE DATE of May 13, 2017, when we will CELEBRATE the 
40th anniversary of the dedication of our synagogue.

Share your ideas, talents, and time as we celebrate our 40th and 
build our future! Let us know how you would like to help!

If you are interested in:

Building Renovations & Design: please contact:
Paul Beckman, at beckman.paul@gmail.com, or
Sandy Brand, at sbpoetry24@gmail.com

The May 13th Celebration: please leave a message for Gary Da-
miano at the TBT office (office@tbtshoreline.org, 203-245-7028)

Fundraising: please contact Suzy Frisch, at sgfrisch@aol.com

For general questions about upcoming activities as we comem-
morate the 40th Anniversary, please contact Suzy Frisch 
(sgfrisch@aol.com) or call our office at 203-245-7028

Bobbie Bernstein:
Leaving a Legacy to 
Support the Syna-
gogue She Loved

Barbara “Bobbie” Bernstein 
(left, with Rabbi Offner), be-
loved member of TBT, passed 
away on October 18, 2016 (16 
Tishrei 5777). Predeceased 
by her husband Ernie in 2011, 
Bobbie found important sup-

port in her relationships with our rabbis. 

Bobbie and Ernie were committed to ensuring that the organiza-
tions which had been important to them in life, including TBT, 
continued to thrive. In order to assure the future of our com-
munity, Bobbie made provisions in her will to leave a legacy of 
support for TBT.

Bobbie left two legacy donations to TBT. She left a gift of support 
for the synagogue’s general operations, and also provided money 
for The Rabbi Howard F. Sommer Fund for Continuing Jewish 
Education.

Bobbie’s love of TBT will live on through her generous gifts. May 
Bobbie’s memory be a blessing and may her generosity be an 
example for us all.

Create a Jewish Legacy

Do you know about an important Charitable Giving Opportunity 
for people age 70 1/2 years and over? 

The IRA Charitable Rollover creates an opportunity for donors 
over 70 1/2 years old to make an outright charitable gift or 
establish an endowment to a charitable organization, such as 
Temple Beth Tikvah, without paying taxes on the amount rolled 
over from their IRA.

What is the advantage? If you already have enough income and 
your IRA minimum distribution requirement only increases your 
tax liability, this allows you to donate your distribution directly 
to charity without realizing federal or Connecticut income tax li-
ability on the amount of the distribution. In addition, if you have 
a taxable estate, your IRA will be subject to income and estate 
taxes. The rollover allows you to remove some of these tax-
able assets from your estate, while also providing you with the 
opportunity to make a significant charitable gift supporting an 
organization you treasure.

You can learn more about IRA Charitable Rollover on the TBT 
website. If you are considering an IRA Charitable Rollover gift, 
please consult your professional advisor concerning your tax 
plans. Call the TBT office, at 203-245-7028, if you would like our 
help with this decision.
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Religious School December 18, 2016 - Parents’ Day & Mitzvah Day

Above: Parents learning some Torah from Judy Pozzi and Nancy Kahrimanis. Look at those little chairs!

Above: Mitzvah Day projects. Thank you to Hannah Jurewicz for organizing these great projects!

Above: 7th-9th grade stu-
dents learn Israeli dance 
with Jen Silva before going 
to see the latest Star Wars 
movie.
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Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Roxane Siskind, in memory of Rose Sobel
Len & Maureen Fried, in memory of Len’s mother, Beatrice Fried
Kathy & Jeff Paseltiner, in memory of Gladys Paseltiner
The Auerbach Family, in memory of Erich Auerbach
Margo Merin & Charles Barr, in appreciation of the engagement 

blessing for Margo’s son, Clifford Merin and his fiancee, Anna 
Rothfus

Ken & Martha Gamerman, in loving memory of Martha’s father, 
Oscar Sapir, and Ken’s parents, Lena and Max Gamerman

Julie Glosband-Mendez, with prayers for the recovery of close 
friend, Terry Goldston Kneeland

The Buller Family, in memory of Thelma Buller

Endowment Fund
The Spigelman Family, in memory of Elaine August Richman
Edward & Gloria Sack, in memory of Rose Freedman Scwartz 

and Seymour Freedman, mother and brother of Gloria Sack

General Fund
Marc Sandler, in memory of Ruth Rosengard
Myron and Jane Rudner, in memory of Tresa Rudner

Laurence B. & Elaine J. Sommer Memorial Fund
for Social Justice
Rabbi Howard Sommer, in memory of Elaine J. Sommer
Phyllis Kaufman, with congratulations to the Lee family on the 

arrival of their new granddaughter
Phyllis Kaufman, with congratulations to the Lee family on the 

engagement of William and Pam
Linda Waldman, in memory of Herbert Waldman

Helen Katz Goodkind Beautification Fund
Bennett and Arlene Paul, in honor and celebration of Alaine 

Lane’s new granddaughter, Mara Riley Clayton
David and Rosemary Baggish, in memory of Catherine Verdi, 

Rosemary’s mother

Library Fund
Ronnie and Steve Berman, in honor of the Bar Mitzvah of Noah 

Chorney, grandson of Ethel Anne Chorney
Burt & Leigh Boardman, in memory of Joseph C. Boardman & 

Bluma E. Boardman

Richard C. Kahrimanis Music Fund
Anne, Nancy, and Jill Kahrimanis, in loving memory of Laurie 

Rice

Sisterhood Cantorial Fund
The Kohn Family, in memory of Leonard Marcus

The Silidker Family Music Enrichment Fund
The Kessler Family, in memory of Bob’s father, Frederick Kessler

Prayerbook Fund
Burt & Leigh Boardman, in memory of Joseph C. Boardman & 

Bluma E. Boardman

Youth Scholarship Fund
Saul Gordon, in memory of his mother, Rebecca Gordon

In Memoriam

Norma Horwitch, 12-12-16
Mother of Ann Sherer

Alma Langevin, 12-20-16
Mother of Ted Langevin

“May God Comfort All Who 
Mourn”
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