
Highlights of the TBT Annual Congregational Meeting May 14, 2019 

 

TBT held its 42nd Annual Congregational meeting on Tuesday, May 14, 2019. 

 

Jeff Babbin, President, opened with salutations and a note that the Kavod Award will be given to 

Cantor Dorothy Goldberg at Shabbat Services on June 21 (at 7:15 PM). At that time, we will also 

celebrate Cantor Goldberg and wish her well on her upcoming move to Oregon. 

 

Rabbi Offner spoke about our people. She especially noted Cantor Mark Stanton as our 

Cantor/Educator. She celebrated our staff, Kim Romine and Bonnie Mahon, for their extraordinary 

devotion to TBT. Rabbi Offner thanked Bernadette Stak who will be retiring from TBT after 24 years as 

our Nursery School Director. Jen Casillo, the new Director of the TBT NS, was introduced. Rabbi 

Offner concluded “TBT is about the people” and every time we enter the doors of TBT we create a holy 

community together. 

 

Bruce Topolosky, Facilities Chair, gave an update on the building project. There have been 3 building 

update meetings for the entire TBT community in the year since the last annual meeting. Currently, the 

building committee and its subcommittees continue to work with Duo Dickinson, architect, and Golde / 

Towers, landscape architects, to design our renovation. 

• The building at 206 Durham Road is scheduled to be demolished as soon as permits are 

approved. 

• The proposed landscape plan is before the Madison Inland Wetlands and Planning and Zoning 

committees. The plan significantly increases our on-site parking and redesigns our driveways for 

safer entrance and egress. The plan is on display in the TBT lobby. 

• The architectural plans are in progress including sanctuary and social hall renovation, 

materials for siding and roofing, and engagement of an interior designer. A model is in our 

lobby. 

• We continue to consider the possibility of bringing city water to TBT. 

• We will continue to hold regular meetings with the congregation. 

 

Stu Weinzimer, Immediate Past President, reported on the work of the Safety Committee which is 

chaired by Kim Romine. Security updates include: cameras with a cell phone link to monitor the door, 

improved PA system, increased patrols by the Madison police, attendance by staff and board members at 

seminars for safety and security, evaluations of our facility by first responders, enhanced medical 

readiness and re-certification of staff for CPR and first aid. We are planning for additional safety 

updates in our renovation plans. We want to be welcoming and safe. 

 

Cantor Mark Stanton gave a report on his “incredible” first year at TBT. He thanked Rabbi Offner, our 

staff, RS teachers and congregants and students for the warm welcome and for support during this 

transitional year. He spoke about the choir which meets weekly on Wednesday evenings to share the joy 

of Jewish music. He closed by saying he is “proud and honored” to be a part of our synagogue. 

 

This year, the Beatrice and David Friesner Memorial Scholarship, made possible by a generous gift 

of Walter Stutzman and Esther Friesner Stutzman, was awarded to Abigail Sherer, a graduating 

senior from Daniel Hand High School. Abigail is an outstanding student in whom a love of learning and 

deep respect for Jewish heritage are evident. She will be attending American University in Washington, 

D.C. where she plans to study Elementary Education.  (continued on reverse side.) 

 



As is our tradition, we heard a report from last year’s Friesner Scholar, Shayla Goldberg, who had an 

extraordinary first year at Dartmouth.  

 

Josh Broder, Vice President of Finance, presented the financial status of TBT and the 2019 – 2020 

budget. We navigated the challenges of lower enrollment in the Nursery School and Religious School 

but are able to balance the budget. There will be a small increase in next year’s dues to accommodate 

increased Temple expenses, which are largely fixed expenses.  

 

Jeff Babbin gratefully acknowledged the service and commitment of our retiring Board members, Ellen 

Buller (Second Vice President) and Heide Mueller-Hatton (Religious Activities Committee co-chair). 

 

Stu Weinzimer, Chair of the Nominating Committee, presented the slate of Board members for 2019 - 

2020, which was approved by the congregation. Jeff Babbin will serve a third year as president. Sarah 

Mervine and Karen Goldberg will join the Executive Committee as Vice Presidents. New / changes to 

the board: Jodie Ambrosino - Youth Activities Committee Chair, Gary Damiano – Member At Large for 

Capital Campaign Events, Jill Lesage and Ethel Anne Chorney Programming Committee Co-Chairs, 

Nancy Kahrimanis – Communications Coordinator in a non-Board capacity. The complete list of the 

2019 – 2020 board is included in the June Shofar.  

 

We are looking forward to another exciting year at TBT! 


