
Highlights of Annual Meeting 2018 

 

TBT held its 41st Annual Congregational meeting on Tuesday, May 22, 2018. We reviewed the 

highlights of the past year and looked ahead to the year to come.  

 

Since our last annual meeting, we have celebrated the 40th Anniversary of TBT with an amazing party 

and continued to work towards a renovation of our aging building. Rabbi Offner spoke of endings and 

beginnings. She noted that our balance shifted when Cantor Margolius announced his resignation, but 

that balance was restored with the hiring of Cantor Mark Stanton. She thanked Sandra Beckman and Sue 

Groll, and the Cantor Search Committee, for their work on our behalf. Rabbi Offner noted that with 

change we grow stronger. This year we have grown wiser and richer through shared lives. We look 

forward to continued growth. 

 

Bruce Topolosky and Duo Dickinson gave an update on the building project. Bruce noted that we have 

completed engineering evaluations and a complete survey of the property; we are in contract to purchase 

the adjoining property at 206 Durham Road; and, Duo has developed concept drawings of plans for 

renovation. Duo shared three possible concepts for renovation, all of which include improving our 

driveways and parking, updating our aged utilities, renovating the entryway, sanctuary and social hall, 

adding an elevator, and upgrading bathrooms to make them fully accessible. Each of the three concepts 

differ in size and scope and are intended to generate further discussion in conjunction with our 

fundraising goals. Questions were asked about the financing of the project, which will be through 

fundraising. Additional questions were raised about the process for approval of the project. Jeff Babbin 

responded and remarked that there will be ample opportunity for the congregation to have input into the 

process before the Board makes any final decisions. 

 

This year, the Beatrice and David Friesner Memorial Scholarship, made possible by a generous gift of 

Water Stutzman and Esther Friesner Stutzman, was awarded to Shayla Goldberg, a graduating senior 

from Guilford High School. Shalya is our SALTY president. She is an outstanding student in whom a 

love of learning and deep respect for Jewish heritage are evident. Shayla will be attending Dartmouth 

this fall.   

 

As is our tradition, we heard from last year’s Friesner Scholar, Josh Stern, who had an extraordinary first 

year at Harvard. 

 

Suzanne Frisch, Vice President of Finance, presented the financial status of TBT and the 2018 – 2019 

budget. We are in excellent fiscal shape and anticipate completing the year “in the black.” There will be 

a modest increase in next year’s dues to accommodate increased Temple expenses.  

 

Stu Weinzimer, Chair of the Nominating Committee, presented the slate of incoming Board members, 

which was approved by the congregation. We welcome our incoming Board members Ellen Buller 

(Second Vice President), Joshua Broder (Financial Vice President), Allison Barasz (Secretary), Shelley 

Capozzi (Religious Activities Co-Chair), and Members-at-Large: Andrea SanMarco, Naomi Taylor and 

Ethel Anne Chorney. Jeff Babbin gratefully acknowledged the service and commitment of our retiring 

Board members, Shaun Glazier (Second Vice President), Michael Rothstein (Treasurer) and Liz Shore 

(Secretary). 

 

We are looking forward to another exciting year at TBT! 


