
 

JEF 2018 – DESCRIPTIONS OF FOUR SCHEDULED FILM SHOWINGS 

This year’s series of four extraordinary films include innovative comedies, haunting dramas and a uniquely animated documentary. 
All four have received international acclaim and cinema awards. We hope you’ll join us to screen and discuss these remarkable films 
that examine Jewish culture, history and identity. We’re looking forward to seeing you at the movies! (And as always, feel free to 
bring a snack to share.)                                        Ken and Martha Gamerman 

January 17, 2018: THE WOMEN’S BALCONY- 7:00 PM Five Israeli Academy Award Nominations 

Set in a close-knit Sephardic neighborhood in Jerusalem, this charming comedy examines gender politics, orthodoxy and family 

relationships. When the women’s balcony collapses during a bar mitzvah, the renovation is completed without a place for women to 

pray! This already-devout community is suddenly under pressure from a new charismatic young rabbi to follow more orthodox 

practices. This charming tale about women speaking truth to patriarchal power makes some extremely sharp points about fanaticism, 

sexism masked as holiness, and tolerance among the faithful. In Hebrew with English subtitles.                                                          96 

minutes 

January 24, 2018: WALTZ WITH BASHIR – 7:00 PM Golden Globe and Cesar Awards for Best Foreign Film, National Society of 

Film Critics Award, Best Picture 

This animated documentary is at once a memoir, a history lesson, a war story, a piece of investigative journalism and an altogether 

unique film.  Based on his experiences during the Lebanon war in 1982, director Ari Folman examines the actions of the Israeli 

Defense Forces when Christian militiamen slaughtered as many as 3,000 civilians to avenge the assassination of Lebanon’s newly-

elected president. Amazing innovative animation techniques allow Folman the freedom to blend grimly literal images with surreal 

flights of fantasy, humor and horror.  In Hebrew with English subtitles. Includes some violence, sex and brief nudity.            90 

minutes  

 

January 31, 2018: FOOTNOTE  - 7:00 PM Nine Israeli Academy Award Nominations, Academy Award (Oscar) Nominee for Best 

Foreign Film (Israel) 

This smart, bitter-sweet comedy-drama centers on the rivalry between a father and son, both  scholars at Jerusalem’s Hebrew 

University. While the father has devoted his life to scrutinizing minute inconsistences in different versions of the Talmud, the son has 

become a great popularizer of Judaic lore, a best-selling author and a TV personality.  The story examines their conflicting points of 

view and explores the relevance of academic study, the tensions of familial jealousy and the ironic results of poetic justice, in short 

what director Joseph Cedar calls “the tension of generations and the very basic things that drive the Talmud.”  In Hebrew with English 

subtitles.                                                                                                                      103 minutes 

 

February 7, 2018: STEFAN ZWEIG: FAREWELL TO EUROPE   7:00 PM Academy Award (Oscar) Nominee for Best Foreign 

Film (Austria), German & Austrian Academy Awards, Best Actor & Best Director 

Based on a true story, this haunting drama focuses on the last six years in the life of the Austrian writer Stefan Zweig, a popular 

international author of the 1920’s and 30’s who is almost forgotten today. After Zweig escapes from Hitler’s Europe he leads a 

nomadic existence in Brazil and New York. As Zweig struggles with feelings of loss and estrangement he is painfully aware of the 

fate of the Jewish friends and colleagues he left behind. Director Maria Schrader explores the writer’s proper role in politically 

tumultuous times.  In German, Portuguese, French, English and Spanish with English subtitles.                                                           

106 minutes          


