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As you read these words, I will be back from my January sabbatical.  As I write them, I am with you 
from afar, wanting to share my gratitude for this precious time and wanting to let you know a bit 
about how I have spent my time.  It is a privilege to be able to have shifted my focus from the daily 
tasks of work and life in order to live fully in a different kind of present, where clutter is cleared from 
the landscape and perspective is sharpened. 

During my month away, I discovered that it isn’t so easy to let go and allow the present moment to 
envelop in such a fashion that tasks recede and living expands.  How do we fill our lives?  How do we 
shape each day?  Too often, we allow the day to shape us.  Tasks that have to get done take prece-
dence.  Events that happen to us consume our time before we get to decide how we would choose to 
use our time.  

I have chosen to spend much of my time studying the texts of Jewish Mysticism.  I look forward to sharing what I have learned with 
you as I am developing a 4-week Lunch & Learn on Jewish Mysticism.  Do mark your calendars now for the 4 Wednesdays in April at 
noon for our class.  The challenge of making life meaningful has been with us forever.  In our age we have unique challenges – like 
those that technology has created for us – but there have always been distractions in life and there have always been efforts to clear 
those distractions so we can create lives of meaning.  Jewish Mysticism is based on the belief that we humans can attain a con-
sciousness that leads us to experience awe and wonder at any moment.  It is the simplest of opportunities because it is right before 
us all the time, but it is the hardest of endeavors because we humans are so easily distracted.  The Jewish mystics dedicated their 
lives, their study, their every-day routines, to achieve a level of consciousness that they described as an experience of the Divine.  I 
have been spending much of my time reading the texts of Jewish mysticism and discovering just how hard and challenging but also 
how compelling the language of mysticism is. 

Consider this.  We are all familiar with the 121st psalm.  We often recite this psalm at times of tragedy or loss.  We say:  “I lift my 
eyes to the heavens, from where (m’ayin in the Hebrew) will my help come?  The mystics say no.  We’ve got it wrong.  Look again.  
The word ‘m’ayin,’ which we think so obviously means ‘from where?’ could also be pronounced ‘m’ayn’ which translates as ‘from 
Nothing.’  It is not a question at all; it is an answer.  Where does our help come from?  From Nothing.  Our help comes from 
Nothing.  What the mystics are suggesting is that ‘Nothingness’ is at the center – not in a nihilistic way, but to remind us that no 
thing is crucial, rather it is being itself that is crucial. 

I have been personally focused on the challenge of being more and doing less.  It is easier to do while away.  Even then, it is not so 
easy for distractions rise like the mist on the waters.  You sometimes don’t even notice that they are distractions, but they are always 
there.

This has been a precious time for me.  I have had time for learning and time for rest and time for fun.  Being full-time with Nancy has 
been the best of blessings.  It has been a privilege to be away from the constant demands of the rabbinate, but it is also from afar 
that it becomes so clear how precious our TBT community is.  

I return to you invigorated and excited about all of our upcoming adventures at hand: our congregational trip to Israel, our re-
imagining of our building and strengthening and beautifying it for the future, our marking together of Jewish time and celebrating 
Shabbat together each week, and being with you to celebrate your lives, the peaks and the valleys, to celebrate the awe and wonder 
of life together.  

Save the Date! Megillah Reading & Pizza Wed. 2/28. 
Purim Carnival Sun., 3/4. See page 2 for details.
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President’s Column

Shalom. The Jewish people have historically provided a home for refugees and aid to those in need. I would like 
to mention a couple of examples of that mission from this past month. First, I am pleased that TBT’s participation 
in the Shoreline Interfaith Refugee Resettlement group (SHIRR) has led to our sponsoring another refugee family 
arriving on January 25 (just a few days after I’m writing this column – and my twin daughters’ 18th birthday, if 
I can throw that in!). The family of 3 from Afghanistan will have a Branford apartment near the center of town. 
As reported in our TBT weekly Shofar blast, TBT needs to raise $3,500 to honor its financial commitment to help 
resettle the family, and I am confident that our congregants will fund that commitment.

I also recently attended a special briefing in New Haven, organized by the Jewish Federation of Greater New Ha-
ven, by William Recant, the Assistant Executive Vice-President of the American Jewish Joint Distribution Commit-

tee (JDC). Invited guests heard Dr. Recant speak passionately and eloquently of the JDC’s mission and accomplishments over several 
decades, providing aid, medicine, social support, and rescue operations (as needed) to Jewish and other communities around the 
world. Dr. Recant’s work in this field goes back to assisting with the airlift of Ethiopian Jews to Israel, but more recently the JDC has 
needed to intervene to assist Jews in need during the current crisis in Venezuela (among many more examples too numerous to men-
tion here). The JDC is a partner agency of the Jewish Federations of Greater New Haven, and hearing of its work makes one proud to 
be part of the greater Jewish community.

I am also proud to say that many of our congregants (adults and children) recently participated in the various one-year anniversary 
Women’s Marches held in multiple cities. I fully expect to see and hear of many more efforts by our congregants to both promote 
social justice and assist people and communities in need.

Jeff Babbin
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February 

Shabbat Services

February 2 @6:00pm
Greet Shabbat with Wine & Cheese

February 9 @7:15pm

February 16 @7:15pm

February 23 @7:15pm
Birthday Blessings 

February

February 3: Yitro
Exodus 19:1-20:22

February 10: Mishpatim
Exodus 22:4-23:19

February 17: Terumah
Exodus 26:1-26:30

February 24: Tetzaveh
Exodus 28:30-29:15*
*Purim Week - may have special study

Torah Study
TBT Library

Saturdays 9am

Our February Children

Talia Koff, Elise Halsema, Miriam Liu, 
Elijah Houlton, Zachary Houlton, 

Danica Lustberg, Alexandra Cottrill, 
Hayden Lambek, Elana Rothberg, 

Tess Freidman, Hunter Weiss, 
Melanie Siegel, Sarah Rosenthal, 

Addison Reed, Samuel Kaplan, 
Simon Pinchbeck, Shannon Winters, 

James Hyman, Julia Hyman

Join us at Shabbat Services on February 23rd 
as we bless our February children

Oneg Shabbat

Thank you for hosting our January onegs.

December 29: Jeff Babbin & Marlene Schwartz
January 5: Cantor Margolius & Jason Gaines

January 12: Judy Merriam, in memory of her mother, 
Rose Fromer Schwartz

January 19: Jonathan Levine & Suzy Frisch, 
with great appreciatetion for Jason Gaines’ Shabbat Talk

January 26: Stu Weinzimer & Jodie Ambrosino, in celebration of 
the 62nd wedding anniversary of Stu’s parents, 

Mel & Dolly Weinzimer; and Dyanna Green, in honor of 
her mother, Evelyn Green’s 88th birthday

Please call or email the office to host a future oneg - 
It is easy and you will have support!

Lily Fried to Become a 
Bat Mitzvah 2/3/18

Lily Fried will become a Bat Mitzvah at Shab-
bat morning services at TBT on February 3, 
2018, at 10:00 am. Lily has been working dili-
gently with Cantor Margolius and is ready to 
share her knowledge with the congregation. 

We would like to thank Rabbi Offner, Cantor 
Margolius, and every other teacher at TBT for helping her get to 
this point in her Jewish studies. 

The entire congregation is welcome to attend. In conjunction 
with Lily’s Mitzvah project, we’d like to encourage all attendees 
to bring something to contribute to the food bank. Baskets will 
be located in the front lobby. We look forward to seeing many of 
you there!

Samuel Kaplan to 
Become a Bar Mitzvah 

3/3/18/

Samuel Walker Kaplan of Clinton, 
CT will become a Bar Mitzvah at 
Shabbat morning services at TBT 

on March 3, 2018 at 10:00 am. As the youngest of 12 Kaplan 
grandchildren, Samuel is proud to continue the long tradition of 
Judaism which has guided his family for many years.  

Samuel enjoyed working on his mitzvah project over the sum-
mer by raising donations and stuffing school supplies into back 
packs for students in Clinton and New York City. 

Samuel and his family extend their deepest appreciation to Can-
tor Margolius and Rabbi Offner for their help preparing Samuel 
for this special honor and milestone.
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TBT Book Club

As always, Book Club will be meeting 
at the Hearth on the third Thursday of  
every month at 7:30 pm.              

February: The Bridal Chair by Gloria Goldenreich
March: A Gentleman in Moscow by A. Towles
April: Many Lives, Many Masters by Brian Weiss

For further information, contact Myra Josephson at
myrajosephson@gmail.com or 203-488-3350.

To Rabbi Hesch Sommer & Doctor Linda Waldman, on the birth 
of their granddaughter, Luna Elia Contreras, daughter of Leah 
Sommer Contreras & Elvys Contreras

Have a simcha? Let us know!

Jewish Experience in Film 
2018

The Jewish Experience in Film will show 
it’s final movie for 2018 on Wednesday, 
February 7th, at 7pm.

The film will be Stefan Zweig: Farewell 
to Europe.

A Poem About Rabbis

Picture a Rabbi.  
Close your eyes.
Now show me what you’ve got. 

Ah, your rabbi comes through to you
On the old black and white TV.
Black: fedora, coat, pants, shoes
White: shirt
Gray: bushy beard 

Your rabbi stares out from an old photo, 
Propped up in the china cabinet
Next to the crystal pickle bowl.

His dusty Torah
Is pulled by oxen
(Or perhaps a steam locomotive).

He blesses wine, and bread, 
And shushes little children.

OK.  
I see your rabbi.
 
Come! 
Look at what I’ve found:
A sparkling, glow-in-the-dark rabbi, 
Best viewed in Deep Color.

My rabbi has wild curls, 
And a purple dress.
My rabbi has ruby lips
And a megawat smile.

Her shining, restless Torah pulls her
From sanctuaries
To coffee shops.
From picket lines
To hospital beds.She sees you
As you would be seen
And blesses you with yourself.

So break out your magic markers
And color your rabbi in.
Unfurl his Torah and release him
From his monochrome days.

Join the glow-in-the dark rabbi
Wrestling G-d and man
In the 21st century.

~Jeff Ward

Nursery School News

TBTNS continues to be an energized 
and creative school population! Winter 
blues do not exist here.... Unless you are 
speaking musically!

We’ve been loving the Beatles, the snow 
on the playground and TuBishvat was a 
lovely celebration. And speaking of love, 

TBTNS will celebrate Valentines Day for the first time ever!

Enrollment continues for the 2018-2019 school year- outstand-
ing programs for the two-five year old. We offer creative classes, 
exciting activities and developmentally appropriate curriculum. 
Help spread the word to any young family on the shoreline...... 
The school is open to all faiths and does not discriminate.

For more information, or a tour of the nursery school, call 
Director Bernadette Stak at 203-245-8039.
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Building Project Update

Mark your calendars for Sunday, March 11, at 9:30 AM to learn 
more about the opportunities we have to renovate 

our building!

Daily, the preparatory work is ongoing. 

The full Building Committee held their first meeting of the year 
on Sunday, January 7, with architect Duo Dickinson in atten-
dance. The committee reviewed the work to date as we consider 
ways to renovate and rejuvenate our aging building. 

The key take homes from the meeting: 
 1. Fix what’s broken.
 2. Aspire to a Jewish home that inspires our worship,  
 tikkun olam, education and social activities.
 3. It’s time to bring ideas to the congregation (March   
 11!)

The Finance Committee met on Sunday, January 20th and began 
discussions about best practices for managing the finances inher-
ent to the building project.

We continue to meet with our development consultants about 
how to best engage every member of our congregation in this 
important endeavor.

Sunday, March 11th, 2018 is a meeting for us to learn about 
the options we have to repair and beautify our building. Please 
save the date and keep an eye out for more details in the weekly 
Shofar Blast and by email invitation.

If you are interested in helping to see our project through to suc-
cess, please contact:
Building Chair Bruce Topolosky at bruce@topolosky.net 
or Development Chair Suzy Frisch at sgfrisch@aol.com

Exciting news from Shoreline 
Interfaith Refugee Resettlement 

(SHIRR). 

By the time you read this, SHIRR will have 
helped settle an Afghan refugee family of 3 
who arrived late January. TBT and the First 

Congregational Church of Guilford comprise SHIRR and work as 
co-sponsors with IRIS!!! 

The father is 31, has a MA and was an interpreter for the US 
military;  mother is  24 was studying medicine in college; and son 
age 2. Their primary language is Pashto.  The father is proficient 
in English and the mother knows some English.

With only about 2 weeks notice before their arrival, an apart-
ment in Branford was leased and the group was busy preparing 
it for their arrival, obtaining furniture donations and household 
goods. The family has cousins in New Haven. There is also an Af-
ghan family living in  Branford on the same street that is present-
ly being sponsored by the Branford First Congregational Church.
 
Financial support is needed for the first 6 months to help the 
family while they settle in. The goal for TBT is to raise $3500. Call 
the office 203-245-7028 or send a check made out to TBT, please  
put SHIRR in the memo line.

If you have any questions, or if you want to volunteer with 
SHIRR, please contact
Liz Shore, shorestern@comcast.net
Robin Baslaw, rbaslaw@comcast.net

Thank you!
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Thank You To our Annual Fund Donors
12/21/17-1/22/18

Todd & Jodi Arnold  Charles Barr & Margo Merin  
Steve & Ronni Berman  The Buller Family    
Ethel Anne Chorney  Frohman Davis   
Jerry & Katie Davis   Jan & Mary Ann Ehrenwerth 
Susan Glantz    Al Goldberg & Lesa Tischler  
Mitchell & Linda Hirsch  Daniel & Stephanie Jacoby  
Robert & Marcia Jacoby  Myra Josephson   
Matthew & Christine Kagan Donald & Candice Kohn  
Ted Langevin & Sue Groll  Mark Klein & Jill Eder  
Bill & Kate Lee   Joel & Joan Marcus   
Sabrina Maurer   Bennett & Arlene Paul  
Mark & Frances Rabinowitz Norman & Karen Redlich   
Elaine Reitman    Jan Walzer-Etzel    
Joseph & Eleanor Weissberg  Helen Winokur  
The Weinzimer/Ambrosino Family 
Cantor Dorothy Goldberg & David Ross-Russell

Support the Seder

Pesach will soon be here, and with it the 
TBT Second Night Seder (flyer enclosed).
 
The Sharon Besser Second Night Seder 
Fund was established in memory of Sha-
ron Besser, beloved member of TBT and 
former Religious School teacher, to help 

continue the tradition of which Sharon was so much a part and 
provide a beautiful and joyous seder for our congregation.

Please consider donating to this fund and making this year’s 
seder the best yet. You can call or mail your donation, or stop by 
during office hours and donate in person (our favorite!).

Thank you, as always, for your generosity.

Raise the Roof - Your Shoreline
TBT Students Make Mitzvah Gifts 

for New Homeowner Family

The house at 6 Saltonstall Avenue in New Haven has become the home of 
proud homeowners Abdou Tchagouni & Zakiya Gafo and their children, Jalal, 
Sarah, and Idris! It has been a joy to participate in the progression of this 
house to home process. We wish the family a happy life in their new home.

In conjunction with the Religious School, the Social Justice Committe held a Mitzvah Day at which the stu-
dents made gifts for various people and groups in the community. To celebrate the homeownership of Abdou & Zakiya, the students 
painted and personalized wooden crates for the three children. Throw blankets were gifted as well. The students wrote congratula-
tory messages for an album that included photos taken at their house dedication ceremony.

We were very fortunate to have the opportunity to bring a few students and their parents to deliver these gifts. Below are some 
comments made about their experiences:
“Thank you so much for including us! The girls are ready to do a build when they are old enough. And I am ready for the next one! 
What a beautiful house and a beautiful family!” ~ Sarah Mervine and daughters Hannah and Sophie Mervine-Schiff

“Our experience visiting a Habitat home was very gratifying, especially since we were able to meet the family. This gave us the op-
portunity to see how happy they are in the home they built alongside community volunteers. Bringing the mitzvah gifts added to the 
joy for the girls who are about to be Bat Mitzvahed.” ~ Betsy Adler and daughter, Nina Brauer

Work on the next Raise the Roof house will commence in the near future. Please contact Linda 
Brody Srebnik at linda.brody@comcast.net if you have any questions. 
Volunteers are always needed. YOu must be at least 16 to work on a build 
site and no experience required. 

Pictured: top left: Hannah & Sophie Mervine-Schiff carry in gifts. Not pic-
tured here: Nina Brauer; top right: album given to family - replica of house 
drawn by Nina Brauer; bottom left: Sarah Mervine and daughters Hannah 
& Sophie Mervine-Schiff, Nina Brauer and mom Betsy Adler; bottom right: 
Hannah, Sarah, Jalal, Sophie, Nina, and Idris in forefront.
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Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Brian Holzman, in appreciation 
Len & Maureen Fried, in memory of Len’s father, Arnold Fried
Alvin & Evelyn Korn, in memory of Pauline Korn
The Kessler Family, in memory of Bob’s mother, Hilda Kessler
Sondra Bernblum, in memory of Muriel Nalib
The Mandel Family, in memory of Muriel Lewis
The Buller & Anderson Families, in appreciation of Rabbi Offner
Charles Barr, in memory of Leonard Barr

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Shelley & Ron Capozzi, in memory of Ron’s brother, Raymond 

Capozzi

Endowment fund
Myron & Sandy Brand, in memory of Helen Davis’s sister, Carol 

Azen
Eleanor & Joe Weissberg, in memory of Ruth Denberg
Joan Horton, in memory of Carol Azen, sister of Helen Davis
Sue, Walter, Sarah, Luis, and Benjamin Spigelman, in memory of 

Harriet Spigelman
The Spigelman Family, in memory of Louis Lashenick father of 

Alaine Lane
The Spigelman Family, in memory of Eleanor Rosenblatt, mother 

of Bette Zollshan
The Spigelman Family, in memory of Carol Azen sister of Helen 

Davis

General Fund
Roselyn Fenton, in memory of her sister, Selma Bloomgarden
Michael & Rachael Felberbaum, in memory of Estelle Meyer

Laurence B. & Elaine J. Sommer Memorial Fund for Social      
Justice

The Ed Walker Family, in memory of A.J. Alderman, father and 
grandfather

Roberta Grossman, in loving memory of her wonderful husband, 
Dr. Richard Grossman

Roberta Grossman, in loving memory of her mother, Ida Davis
Marcia Geringer, in honor of the birth of Luna Elia Contreras, 

daughter of Leah Sommer Contreras & Elvys Contreras, grand-
daughter of Rabbi Hesch Sommer & Dr. Linda Waldman

Myron & Sandra Brand, in memory of Eleanor Rosenblatt, 
mother of Bette Zollshan

Judy Strom & Family, in memory of Joseph Mirkin

Helen Katz Goodkind Beautification Fund
Myron & Sandra Brand, in memory of Shirley Brand
Myron & Sandra Brand, in memory of Ida Katz
Myron & Sandra Brand, in memory of Benjamin Katz
Myron & Sandra Brand, in celebration of the 97th birthday of                     
     Dorothy Bromberg, mother of Mona Goodman
Helen Winokur & Family, in memory of Marjorie Freund

Cemetery Fund
Ellen Buller, Cheryl Anderson, and their families, in loving   
     memory of their wonderful mother, Estelle Silberstein

In Memoriam

Louis Lashenick, 12/3/17
father of Alaine Lane

Bernard Beitel, 1/9/18
father of Jennifer Friedman

Carol Azen, 1/13/18
sister of Helen Davis

David Ross-Russell, 1/28/18
husband of Cantor Dorothy 
Goldberg

Contributions
SHIRR (Shoreline Interfaith Refugee Resettlement)
Laurie Heflin
Alix & Josh Copel
Juliette & Laurent Fumex
Cantor Dorothy Goldberg & David Ross-Russell

Rabbi Howard F. Sommer Fund for Continuing Jewish Education
Marjorie & Gordon Cohen, in memory of Dan Rennick, father of  
     Marjorie Cohen
Harriet Spear, in memory of her beloved husband, Leonard   
     Spear
Lisa Walker & Robert Kaplan, in memory of Rhoda Lee Baskin  
     Kaplan

Judith K. Barr Adult Education Fund
Carol & Don Miller, in loving memory of Carol’s mother, Elaine  
     Pivar
Shelley & Ron Capozzi, in memory of Ron’s brother, Raymond  
     Capozzi

Silidker Family Music Enrichment Fund
Arlene & Bennett Paul, in memory of Saul Paul, father of 
     Bennett Paul, and Lou Lashenick, father of Alaine Lane

Mary Blank Nursery School Fund
Alaine Lane, in memory of her father, Louis Lashenick

Richard C. Kahrimanis Music Fund
Marjorie Glosband Hart, in memory of Arline Glosband

Religious School
Myron & Sandy Brand, in memory of Alaine Lane’s father, Louis    
     Lashenick

Marg & Israel Ticotsky Education Fund
Helenne & Henry Gettenberg, in memory of Anna Kalish, 
     mother of Larry Kalish and mother-in-law of Sherry Kalish

Building Fund
Ron & Amy Vender
Carol Pivar Miller,  in memory of her father, George Pivar
The Spiegel Family, in memory of Nancy Peery
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