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When you receive this SHOFAR, I will be away on a one-month sabbatical.   

This being my 7th year at TBT, I can see the wisdom of the Torah, which teaches 
that the 7th year is a time for taking stock.  While most sabbaticals are typically 
several months long, the Board and I are in full agreement that given the very full 
schedule of events at the synagogue, it is best to break up any sabbatical time 
into smaller parts.  I therefore will be spending this month of February on sabbati-
cal.   

My best fantasy is to use the time for “R & R” – that is, READING and Relaxation.  I have a book list that 
would take longer than a month but I am so grateful to have the time to dive in.  Most of my reading list 
will serve to enrich my Adult Education teaching, and I would particularly invite you to consider, if you 
haven’t yet done so, enrolling for the April segment of my year-long Hartman Institute Course in “Jewish 
Values and the Israeli/Palestinian Conflict.” 

If you can’t take the course, you might want to join in a couple of the reading assignments:  ISRAEL: A 
Concise History of a Nation Reborn by Daniel Gordis, and Once Upon A Country by Sari Nusseibeh – to 
get just one important Israeli view and one important Palestinian view of the conflict. 

Before I leave for sabbatical, my most important priority is to assure coverage for the congregation dur-
ing the time that I will be away.  Cantor Stanton and I have been meeting and going over all the details.  
He will be in charge of all clergy needs and I am glad to say, as you have seen in the past 7 months 
now, how very capable he is.  I know he is ready and eager to step forward to cover for the month and 
I thank him deeply for that. 
 
Of course, leading our congregation is a team effort and so I also want to thank our Administrator, Kim 
Romine, who loves our temple second-to-none, and cares for it constantly, always with zest and gusto.   
Administrative Assistant Bonnie Mahon is also stepping up and making sure that everything is seam-
less, as always.   

I thank TBT President Jeff Babbin and the Board of Directors who have supported my having some time 
for spiritual replenishment.  I want to assure you too that I am only a phone call away and that Jeff, the 
Cantor and the staff will be able to reach me if need be.   

The months go by quickly; I am sure that I will be back in what will seem like a flash.  At the same time, 
I hope something of this sabbatical will last forever.   

Todah Rabbah – and see you in March,

Rabbi
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President's Column

Shalom. As I write this, it is nearly zero degrees out on a cold January day. Time to stay inside, hibernate, and do 
nothing until the dreary days pass. 

Well, no. Actually, it’s time to come to TBT and be cheered up with activities and warmed up spiritually. TBT does 
not hibernate in the dead of winter. We light Shabbat candles and create a space where you can step back from 
the week in order to reflect, relax, and enjoy the company of fellow congregants in the sanctuary and at an oneg. 
Perhaps even sponsor an oneg in February! (Call Bonnie in the office to arrange that.) 

Also, every other Saturday, there is Mindfulness and Meditation at 8:00 a.m.—and weekly Torah Study on Satur-
days at 9:00. What better way to escape the doldrums of February. Well, some would say they prefer TBT’s weekly Mah Jongg on 
Fridays at 1:00. Better yet, wake up your mind and lungs by joining the TBT Choir, which practices Wednesday evenings. Contact the 
Cantor about joining—no auditions or special talent required. Do all of this and, before you know it, spring will be here.

February will also be special because Cantor Stanton will lead services with the help of many congregants this month, as Rabbi Off-
ner will be on her month-long Sabbatical. I know you will enjoy learning and praying with the Cantor.

Jeff Babbin

Oneg Sponsors for Late December/January  
Toda Raba!

 December 21st: Suzy Frisch
 December 28th: Marlene Schwartz & Jeff Babbin; and Leslie 
 Hyman & Blanche Boyd, in honor of their returning college stu-
dents home from break

January 4th: The family of Brandon SanMarco, in honor of 
Brandon's Bar Mitzvah
January 11th: Sue Groll & Ted Langevin
January 18th: The TBT Choir, in celebration of Shabbat Shirah
January 25th: The Weinzimer/Ambrosino family, in honor of Lexi 
Handelman's Bat Mitzvah

We have openings in February 
for oneg sponsors!

Please contact the office at office@tbtshoreline.org, or 203-
245-7028 to find out how easy it is to sponsor an oneg. You can 
remember, celebrate, or honor someone or something special to 
you, or just sponsor for no reason at all!

In Memoriam

Melvin Robinson, 12/25/18
uncle of Eve Robinson

Sarah Lane, 1/10/19
daughter of Alaine Lane

Rita Weissmann, 1/15/19
mother of Richard Weissman

Norman Itzkowitz, 1/20/19
father of Karen Redlich

“May God Comfort All Who Mourn”

TBT Tots February 10th 
@10:30am

TBT Youth Lounge

Our theme this month is 
Shabbat and Peace

Please contact Dorothy: with any ques-
tions and to RSVP: TBTtots@gmail.com
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February Services

February 1, 6pm
Pre-neg hosted by our families from 
grades K-3, Birthday Blessings

February 8, 7:15pm

February 15, 7:15pm

February 22, 7:15pm

Torah Study
TBT Library, Saturdays 9am

February 2: Mishpatim
Exodus 23:20-24:18

February 9: T'rumah
Exodus26:31-27:19

February 16: T'tzaveh
Exodus 29:19-30:10

February 23: Ki Tissa
Exodus 33:12-34:35

Our February Children

Talia Koff, Elise Halsema, Miriam Liu, 
Elijah Houlton, Zachary Houlton, 

Danica Lustberg, Alexandra Cottrill, 
Hayden Lambek, Elana Rothberg, 

Hunter Weiss, Melanie Siegel, 
Sarah Rosenthal, Addison Reed, 

Samuel Kaplan, Simon PInchbeck, 
Shannon Winters

Join us at Shabbat Services on February 
1st as we bless our February children.

TBT Book Club

The TBT Book Club will be 
meeting on January 17th 
(third Thursday of the month) 
to discuss our January pick.

As always, we meet at 7:30pm 
at the Hearth in Madison. 

February: God is in the Crowd by Tal Keinan (our Jewish Author 
Series speaker on March 10th right here at TBT!)
March: Sand and Ash by Amy Harmon
April: The Paris Architect by Charles Belfoure

Jewish Mindfulness & Meditation
with Michael Felberbaum and Loren Sterman

Are you interested in cultivating the practice 
of Jewish mindfulness? Take a chance and 
see for yourself as we seek to share Jewish 
wisdom and values and develop equanimity 
and insight.

These sessions are open to all. No need to 
RSVP - just mark your calendar for the first 
and third Saturday of each month, at 8am.

For February 
Saturday, February 2nd @8am
Saturday, February 16th @8am

Men's Club & 
Men's Spirituality

Sunday, February 10th

Men's Club: 9:30am
Enjoy the bagels and schmooze

Men's Spirituality: 10:30am
Explore with the Rabbi*

*February Guest Guide - Cantor Stanton

Enjoy MahJongg at TBT on Fridays!
1pm in the TBT Library

Just drop in and play with us! 
(Basic knowledge of how to play 
is necessary; all levels welcome)
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To Stephen & Francie Ketaineck, on the birth of their grand-
daughter, Adalyn Sophia Moyer, on December 27th, 2018 Adalyn 
joins mom Beth Ketaineck, dad Joel Moyer, and big brother 
Riley.

To Richard & Emily Scholnick, on the birth of their granddaugh-
ter, Isabel Bina, born on December 19th. 2018

To our Afgan family that we have co-sponsored through IRIS, on 
the birth of their son, Azim Khan Zahir, born on January 10th, 
2019

To April D'Amato, on the publication of her two books, A Kid's 
Guide to Reiki Healing and The Teaching Companion, both of 
which are available on Amazon.com.

To Julianne Glosband-Mendez, on the birth of her grandson, 
Logan Joaquin Mendez on January 21st, 2019

Nursery School 
News

Registration continues for 
the Temple Beth Tikvah 
Nursery School year 2019-
2020…We offer a wonderful 
learning environment for all 
children ages 2-5.  

We celebrate Shabbat weekly, often with Cantor Stanton, and 
Jewish values are woven throughout our curriculum. Jewish 
holidays are introduced to all of our students through traditional 
foods, songs and stories.  Our playbased philosophy is known 
for sending students from our preschool to their kindergarten 
experience “ready to learn.”  

TBTNS students enter school with self confidence, curiosity and 
a love for school.  Please contact Nursery School Director Berna-
dette Stak, at 203-245-8039 or nsdirector@tbtshoreline.org and 
come see for yourself!

Upcoming Spring Projects:
Ken's Closet

Spring Food Drive

Ideas Welcome!

To get involved in Social Justice, 
email Sarah Mervine, sarahmervine@gmail.com 

or Tina Silidker, tslids@gmail.com

Raise the Roof 
  Your Shoreline Habitat 

Connection

▪️387 Lenox Street House Dedication 
Sunday, February 24th at 1:00pm
Come join us for the dedication of the 
home of Edwin and Ada Sanchez.

We will celebrate with the family, Raise the Roof Board members 
and have an opportunity to view the house. We will also present 
to the family the gifts made by our TBT students. The restoration 
and rebuilding of this historic house has been one of the most 
unique builds we have been involved in. Thank you to our long 
standing volunteers and our newcomers who helped build this 
house. Come to see the good work we have done! 

▪️Our 15th Build with Raise the Roof/ Habitat for Humanity -352 
Peck Street, New Haven, CT. Initial work has begun on this next 
house in the Fair Haven section of New Haven. It will be the 
future home of the Rodrique -Villa family.  

We are always looking for volunteers. No skills or previous 
experience necessary. It is a rewarding way to contribute to a 
great cause. Please contact Linda Brody Srebnik at 
linda.brody@comcast.net for more information.
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TBT Building Project Update

Have you noticed the orange dots on the trees at TBT? Many people have asked about these!
Those dots are visual markers. They do not designate trees to be removed!

Towers Golde, our landscape consultant, marked all of the trees on our property in order to create an accurate detailed topographi-
cal map of our site. This map will be invaluable as we plan the new driveways, parking and landscape.

The Building Renovation Committee met on January 16, 2019. We heard reports from all of the sub-committees. 

1. Sanctuary/Social Hall (Rob Jacoby, chair) has met to consider seating, bimah configurations, surfaces for the floor and ceiling, 
lighting, acoustics, accessibility and technology needs (sound, live streaming, projection).
2. Kitchen (Kevin Glazier, chair) considering equipment and designs to provide space for day to day use and for catering large events.
3. Technology (Ted Langevin, chair) in the “thinking stage” regarding networking, meeting space requirements, projection and 
streaming in sanctuary and social hall, the possibility of electric car charging stations and security, as well as other tech related 
issues.
4. Alternative space committee (Jerry Davis, chair) has reached out to 12 facilities (churches, schools, private spaces); all places 
have been eager to help us – need specific information around exact timing and exact use for space. Decisions will be made once the 
timing and specific needs are better defined.
5. Parking / Landscape (John Lesage) is evaluating very preliminary drawings with Towers Golde and Duo Dickinson
6. Education (Jason Glazer, chair) is working with our Education Committee, Religious School and Nursery School to define needs.
7. Security is a topic for every committee and there are considerations being made in all areas to improve our security.

Next steps:
1.Begin permit applications process.
2.Continue to clarify and refine design ideas.
3.As the project becomes clearer, the Campaign Steering Committee is working on the capital campaign. Subcommittees to address 
campaign policies, gift solicitations, donor recognition, communications about fundraising and activities to increase awareness of 
the campaign. If you are interested in working on any of these committees, please contact Suzy Frisch.

Have questions? Be in touch with Bruce Topolosky, Renovation Chair or Suzy Frisch, Campaign Steering Committee chair.

Are you interested in helping to see our project through to success? (Many hands and minds make light work!) Please contact Bruce 
at bruce@topolosky.net or Suzy at sgfrisch@aol.com.
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TBT Funds: Spotlight on Sharon Besser Second Night Seder Fund

At Temple Beth Tikvah, we are very fortunate to have funds dedicated to sup-
porting a variety of activities. Thanks both to the people who have the fore-
sight to establish these funds and to the people who make donations to allow 
these funds to work for us.

Each month read the Shofar to learn about a different Fund so that you can 
understand what these funds are and how they are used.

The Sharon Besser Second Night Seder Fund

Sharon Besser was a vibrant member of the TBT family from her arrival in 
Connecticut from Israel until her tragic death 
from breast cancer in April 2016. Sharon was 
everywhere and did everything – she was 

an energetic and unstoppable force. She tutored B’nei Mitzvah students and 
taught Religious School, Nursery School and adult Hebrew. She sat on our 
board. Instructed us in the ways of Israeli and Jewish cooking (chicken soup, 
latkes and hamantaschen, to start). But with all of this, perhaps the thing many 
of us remember best is Sharon’s love and care for our communal Second Night 
Seder. Sharon led the organization and creation of the Seder evening for years 
bringing her unique vision for a beautiful themed table, traditional foods and a 
welcoming atmosphere.

After her death, funds were donated 
to create the Sharon Besser Seder 
Fund which helps to underwrite the 
costs of our Second Night Seder each 
year. Our beautiful catered Seder is a 
place where all can come to hear the 
story of the exodus. This fund allows us to open our table to those 
who cannot afford the cost of a reservation. It helps us to welcome all 
who wish to hear the story and celebrate our freedom.

If you are making a donation to support temple activities in honor of a 
special life event or in memory of a loved one, consider a donation to 
the Sharon Besser Seder Fund.

This Year's Second Night Seder will be held at TBT on April 20th, 2019, at 6pm.
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Contributions

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Maureen & Len Fried, in memory of Len's father, Arnold Fried
Lisa & Roz Fenton, in memory of Nathaniel Fenton
Roz Fenton, with gratitude for Rabbi's acknowledgement of our  
 Evergreen Woods members on the holiday
Brian & Jane Holzman
Rachel Bloom & Dan DiCenzo, in appreciation of Rabbi Offner's  
 officiating a the bris of their son, Devon Ari
Frohman Davis, in memory of his beloved mother, Edith Davis
Frohman Davis, in memory of his beloved wife, Lorraine Davis
Roxane Siskind, in memory of Irving Sobel
Roxane Siskind, in memory of Florence Siskind
Roxane Siskind, in memory of Neil Siskind
Sondra Bernblum, in memory of Muriel Nalib
Marjorie & Gordon Cohen, in memory of Marge's father, Dan   
 Rennick
Alvin Korn, in memory of Pauline Korn
Alvin Korn, in memory of Irving Korn
Charles Barr, in memory of Leonard Barr

Cantor's Discretionary Fund
Leslie Newman & Bill Wolft, in honor of Cantor Mark Stanton   
 "You've got a great one!"
Mariel & Thomas Lewy, in honor of Walter Stutzman's 33 1/3   
 years with TBT

Endowment Fund
The Spigelman Family, in memory of Harriet Spigelman
The Spigelman Family, in memory of Selma Engel

The General Fund
Bette & Ron Zollshan, in memory of Eleanor Rosenblatt
Bette & Ron Zollshan, in memory of Anny Zollshan
Bette & Ron Zollshan, in memory of Betty Richter
Bette & Ron Zollshan, in memory of Selma Engel
Bette & Ron Zollshan, in memory of Hattie Weiss

Laurence B. & Elaine J. Sommer Memorial Social Justice Fund
The Ed Walker Familly, in loving memory of their father, 
 grandfather, and great-grandfather, Arnold Alderman,  
 who "showed us how to be good and honorable world  
 citizens."
The Ed Walker Family, in celebration of the 95th birthday of   
 Lucille Alderman, their mother, grandmother, and great- 
 grandmother, who is a "guiding light in our lives."
Bonnie Garmisa, in memory of Estelle & Benedict Garmisa
Sandra & Myron Brand, in memory of Selma Engel
Harriet Spear, in memory of her beloved husband, Dr. Leonard  
 Spear
Amy & John McCauley, in memory of John's father, John 
 McCauley II
Judith Mirkin Strom & Family, in memory of Lt. Col. Joseph   
 Mirkin
Alaine Lane, in loving memory of Sarah Lane, mother of Mara  
 Clayton, wife of Sean Clayton, sister of Eric Lane

Helen Katz Goodkind Beautification Fund
Helen Winokur & Family, in memory of Arnold Winokur
Sandra & Myron Brand, in memory of Sarah Engelman, 
 grandmother of Myron Brand
Sandra & Myron Brand, in memory of Benjamin & Ida Katz,   
 grandparents of Sandra Brand
Helen Winokur & Family, in memory of Marjorie Freund

Building Fund
Susan Ottenheimer, in memory of her father, Richard 
 Ottenheimer
Elaine Reitman
The Felberbaum Family
Leslie Sude

Nursery School Fund
Judy Merriam, in memory of Sarah Lane
Georgianna, Terri, and Evelyn Godomski, in memory of Sarah  
 Lane
Sandy Walsh, in fond memory of Sarah Lane, daughter of Alaine  
 Lane
Susan & Ken Lane, in honor of Sarah Lane
Alaine Lane, with appreciation for all the love and support 
Marcia & Robert Jacoby, in memory of Sarah Lane, daughter of  
 Alaine Lane

Richard C. Kahrimanis Music Fund
Sandra & Myron Brand, in honor of Walter Stutzman
Loren Sterman, in honor of Walter Stutzman
Judy Merriam, in honor of Walter Stutzman
Helen Winokur & Family, in honor of Walter Stutzman's 33 1/3  
 anniversary
Susan Glantz, in honor of Walter Stutzman

Rabbi Howard F. Sommer Fund for Continuing Jewish Education
Lisa Walker & Robert Kaplan, in memory of Rhoda Lee Baskin  
 Kaplan

Tree of Life
Sandra & Myron Brand, in honor of Asher Brand's first birthday

Cemetery Fund
Frohman Davis

Youth Scholarship Fund
The Kessler Family, in memory of Bob's mother, Hilda Kessler

Prayerbook Fund
Joan & Joel Marcus, in loving memory of Anita Brill, mother of  
 Joan Marcus

Judith K. Barr Adult Education Fund
Susan Glantz, in memory of her beloved parents, Ruth & Jack   
 Glantz
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