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I do not know what “went into the water” this February, but we have an extraordinary - and wonderful 
“problem” of having a year’s worth of wonderful events that are all taking place in the span of one 
February week. We have fully FOUR all-congregational events between Febrary 5th and February 12th. 
Each event is announced in the pages of this Shofar, but I want to take the opportunity to highlight each 
one of them for you so you can take full advantage.

We begin on Sunday, February 5th, with an opportunity to interact with one of the hottest items in New 
York City today. Due to the fortunate coincidence of having an ‘in’ via temple member Rosemary
Baggish, we have been able to arrange to have Liz Alpern appear here at TBT. Liz is the renowned author 
of The Gefilte Manifesto, which is a cookbook dedicated to taking old world Jewish foods and making 

them into contemporary dishes. The event will come with mimosas and samplings of recipes that will be cooked by TBT members. A 
fantastic way to spend a Sunday morning!

“Phone call for you,” the office said, and I picked up the phone. On the other end of the line was Judy Diamondstein, the Executive 
Director of Federation, asking if TBT would like to host JJ Goldberg and Jonathan Tobin for a special event. “Are you kidding me?!?!?!” 
I asked incredulously. JJ Goldberg and Jonathan Tobin are two of the brightest thinkers around when it comes to parsing the thorny 
issue of the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. JJ Goldberg is the editor-at-large of Forward, and Jonathan Tobin is an editor and chief political 
blogger of Commentary Magazine. Getting both of them in the same room at the same time??? They have oppposing viewpoints??? 
How fascinating and refreshing to hear them engage together. Yes! We will host them, on Thursday evening, February 9th. 

I am already out of breath, but Friday evening, February 10th is Shabbat Shirah, and how could we not come together to celebrate 
a most breathtaking musical evening? Cantor Margolius and Cantor Dorothy Goldberg are hard at work planning a fantastic evening 
which will include guest musicians - and the premier of a piece created by Dorothy. If that wasn’t enough: we will also take the op-
portunity to celebrate the return of our Sephardic Torah Scroll to our sanctuary after months of repair work that was done by our 
visiting Soferet last Spring. The Scroll was first given to TBT by Sam & Mary Blank, of beloved memory, and now it will live again as we 
rededicate it on this evening. 

One last spectacular event: our entire greater New Haven Jewish community is coming together on Sunday, February 12th, to honor 
the 6th yarhzeit of singer/songwriter Debbie Friedman. We will convene at the central location of the Towers in New Haven, and the 
concert will be in absolute Debbie fashion. Debbie was never satisified with performing and hearing her own voice alone. A concert 
wasn’t a success until she got everyone in the room singing. And that is just what we will do on February 12th. 

So please: Food, Israel, Shabbat, and Song. It is going to be a packed month of very special moments.  What a February.
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President’s Column

As I write this column, I’m sitting in the 
back of an Uber in our nation’s Capitol, 
the brightly and dramatically illumi-
nated Jefferson and Lincoln Memorials 
proclaiming both the optimism and the 
gravity of the American Experiment. 
In two days, this now peaceful locale 
will be overrun by swarms of people: a 
new leader will be inaugurated, amidst 
cheers and protests, and our country 

will move forward, hopefully remaining anchored to the ideals 
and principles that made us great. With every new administra-
tion, we have the opportunity, as a nation, to imagine new goals 
and aspirations, to reinterpret our founding principles in a way 
that speaks to our core values. We act as we believe; it is up to 
us as a nation to determine how that will look.

So too, do we find ourselves  at TBT, poised on the threshold 
of something new. The recognition of our 40th anniversary is 
admittedly somewhat imposed; why not 36? Why not 50? But 
there is a wonderful Biblical significance to the number 40: the 
number of days of the Flood, the number of years of our Wan-
dering, among many other examples. Forty represents a genera-
tion, a “trial” period. We at TBT have not only survived our trial 
period in the wilderness of the Shoreline, but have thrived. Our 
core value of serving as an outpost of Jewish life on the Shore-
line has enabled us to grow a vibrant community, thanks to the 
hard work of a generation of engaged, committed congregants.

Next month, on Sunday, March 5th, I invite you to join us in a 
special Congregational conversation, as we gather to determine 
the path of our next 40 years. We will have the chance to re-
imagine and restate our Mission and Vision for TBT, reiterate our 
core values, wrestle with new dreams and aspirations, imagine 
what our home may look like, and recommit to this Experiment 
begun over 40 years ago while continually moving forward.

Let us act as we believe.

L’shalom,                                        

Stu Weinzimer, President

Israel 2018
Informational Meeting

Sunday, February 5, 12:00 noon in the TBT Library

Picture yourself joining our TBT group as we travel to Israel Feb-
ruary 14-25, 2018. It is shaping up to be a remarkable trip, with 
carefully chosen itinerary and focused visits with people through-
out the land.

Interested? Thinking about it? Just curious? Come learn more, ask 
questions...maybe even confirm your intention to be part of this 
trip of a lifetime!

Come earlier for the Gefilte Manifesto program, and stay for this 
meeting. Both promise to be yummy!!

Contact the office at 203-245-7028, or office@tbtshoreline.org to 
respond with your “yes” so we can prepare.

Thank You to TBT
Raise the Roof

Volunteers

At a recent Shabbat service, 
TBT was presented with a 
Sustaining Sponsor Plaque 
in appreciation of its years 
of support. Raise the Roof 
members, Founder Mike Maguire, and Board Members Peter 
O’Donnell and Margit Dahl thanked Temple Beth Tikvah and our 
volunteers for their hands in the construction of 12 New Haven 
homes for 12 families! Among some of the volunteers pres-
ent at the service were Ken Rosenberg, Sarah Rosenberg, Ted 
Langevin, Bill Lee, Jack Srebnik, Linda Brody Srebnik, and David 
Geller. Heading into the new year, TBT looks forward to continu-
ing to support and work on the upcoming build of house (home!) 
number 13. 

For more info on how to get involved, contact Linda at 
Linda.brody@comcast.net or www.raisetheroofct.org.

A personal thank you to our many wonderful TBT volunteers who 
have helped thoughout the years and made dreams come true!

Sincerely,
Linda Brody Srebnik
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Shabbat Shirah

Friday, February 10th
7:15pm

See Flyer Below 

Shabbat Services

February 3rd @6:00 pm
Greet Shabbat with Wine & Cheese

February 10th@7:15 pm
Shabbat Shirah

February 17th@7:15 pm
February Birthday Blessings

February 24th@7:15 pm

Men’s Spirituality Group
Sunday, February 12

10:30-11:30am in the Library
Rabbi Offner to speak on “Jewish Ethics and Citizenship”

A bagel brunch sponsored by the Men’s Club precedes this gathering. No need to RSVP, but if you would like to be on the email list, 
please contact Men’s Club President Ken Rosenberg at kenr68@aol.com
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Weekly Torah Study
Saturdays at 9 am

February 4th:   Bo     
Exodus 10:1-11:3

February 11th: Beshalach  
Exodus 13:17-15:26

February 18th: Yitro
Exodus 18:1-18:27

Febuary 25th: Mishpatim
Exodus 21:1-22:3
     

Oneg Shabbat

Thank you for hosting an Oneg Shabbat in January:

January 6: The Levine/Frisch Family
January 13: TBT Men’s Club

January 20: The Families of our Students in Grades 4-6
January 27: The Reed/Greenblatt Family, in honor of Sam Reed’s 

Torah Chanting

Please call the office to host a future oneg

TBT Book Club

The TBT Book Club meets the 
third Thursday of the month  
at 7:30 pm at The Hearth in 
Madison. We will be reading 
the following books in the 
next few months:  

February: Americanah by C.N. Adichie
March: Faith Club by Ranya Idliby
April: My Grandmother Asked Me to Tell You She’s Sorry by 
Fredrick Backman

For further Information, contact Myra Josephson at
myrajosephson@gmail.com or 203-488-3350

Nursery School News

February finds us celebrating 
hot cocoa, groundhogs, and Tu 
B’Shevat!

We are also continuing to enroll 
two-year-olds in our Ready2Go class...A program for twos and 
their caregiver that teaches sharing, language, art, and so much 
more. The fun happens on Tuesday and Thursday mornings, 
9:30-11:30...contact Bernadette Stak, at 203-245-8039 for your 
own tour of the program!

Also, the Nursery School is looking for painters, builders, scien-
tists, nature lovers, and musicians to join our preschool in Sep-
tember! Must be between 2 and 5 years old to join. Call Director 
Bernadette Stak, at 203-245-8039, to schedule an enrollment 
tour of Temple Beth Tikvah Nursery School!

TBT Nursery School is non-sectarian and open to children of all 
faiths and backgrounds.

Our February Children

Talia Koff, Elise Halsema, Miriam Liu,
Elijah Houlton, Zachary Houlton,

Danica Lustberg, Alexandra Cottrill,
Elana Rothberg, Tess Friedman, Hunter Weiss, 

Melanie Siegel, Sarah Rosenthal,
Addison Reed, Samuel Kaplan,

Simon Pinchbeck, James Hyman, Julia Hyman

Join us at Shabbat Services on February 17th
as we bless our February children

Mazel Tov!

Mazel Tov to Al “Saba” Goldberg on the January 14th birth of his 
grandson, Isa Solomon Ghuman.

Mazel tov to Rick and Susan Grossman, who are pleased to 
announce the engagament of their daughter, Rachel Jessica to 
Noah Saad Ahmed. A July 2017 wedding is planned.

Mazel Tov to Katya Labowe-Stoll, daughter of Steven Stoll & 
stepdaughter of Leslie Powell, who will be attending Rhode 
Island School of Design this Fall
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Celebrating 40 Years at 
Temple Beth Tikvah 
Building Our Future

In planning for our 40th Anniversary this May, the building 
committee and the beautification committee met this week 
to continue our exploration of programmatic needs. It is our 

mission to answer questions, inform our mission, flesh out our 
program, and do some dreaming. We are looking forward to 
our March 5th Congregational Meeting and your input in this 

exciting project.

Please feel free to contact
Sandy Brand, at sbpoetry24@gmail.com, or 203-589-9564; 

or Paul Beckman at Paul@paulbeckman.com
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Tobin & Goldberg Debate Thursday, February 9th at 7:00 pm
RSVP for this important and timely event at Temple Beth Tikvhah

Is Israel locked in a tragic dispute between two peoples claiming the same land - or a global conflict between Western democracy 
and Islamist terrorism? Is partition into two states the only way to ensure Israel’s survivial - or is it the surest path to ever-increasing 
bloodshed and possibly even endangering Israel’s survival? Jonathan S. Tobin, senior online editor and chief political blogger of 
Commentary magazine, and J.J. Goldberg, editor-at-large of the Forward newspaper and former U.S. Bureau chief of the Israeli news 
magazine The Jerusalem Report, will debate these and other critical issues concering the State of Israel.

Admission to this event is $18. Contact Keilah Bisbee at the Federation by emailing kbisbee@jewishnewhaven.org, 
or calling 203-387-2522 x325, or go to jewishnewhaven.org to RSVP. 



            C O N T R I B U T I O N S 7
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Lisa and David Harding, in memory of Alma Langevin, mother of 

Ted Langevin
Amy Agranov, in loving memory of Matthew Steven Brown, son 

of Steven and Tina Brown
The Mandel Family, in memory of Andy Brauer’s father, Efrem 

Brauer
Roxane Siskind, in memory of Florence Siskind and Irving Sobel
Charles Barr, in memory of Sarah Barr, his beloved mother
Sandy and Dick Whelan, in memory of Ted Langevin’s mother, 

Alma Langevin
Leslie Mandel, in memory of Muriel Lewis
Charles Barr, in memory of his brother, Leonard Barr
Frohman Davis, in memory of his beloved wife, Lorraine Davis
Sally Spiegel, in memory of Gordon Peery

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Sally Spiegel, in memory of Gordon Peery

Endowment Fund
Phyllis Kaufman, in memory of Ted Langevin’s mother, Alma 

Langevin
Susan and Walter Spigelman, in memory of Alma Langevin, 

mother of Ted Langevin
Susan and Walter Spigelman, in memory of Harmon Corey, 

brother of Lois Kessler
Sam and Rena Powell, in memory of Ted Langevin’s mother, 

Alma Langevin
Sam and Rena Powell, in appreciation of the wonderful Winter 

films - Thank You, Gamermans!
Arlene and Marshal Elovich, in memory of their beloved     

daughter, Dyan

Laurence B. & Elaine J. Sommer Memorial Fund for Social
 Justice
Amy and John McCauley, in memory of John McCauley II
The Buller Family, in memory of Alma Langevin, mother of Ted 

Langevin & mother-in-law of Sue Groll
Wendy and Mark Bluemling, in memory of Alma Langevin
The Friedman Family, in honor and love for Hannah Miller Lee 

and the Lee Family
Brian Cramer, in memory of Richard and Pamela Cramer
Kate and Bill Lee, in memory of Marietta Lee
Frohman Davis, in memory of his beloved mother, Edith Davis

Helen Katz Goodkind Beautification Fund
Ellen Buller and Cheryl Anderson, in memory of Norma Hor-

witch, mother of Ann Sherer & mother-in-law of Eli Sherer
Paul and Sandra Beckman, in memory of Paul’s aunt, Libby 

Stoller
Paul and Sandra Beckman, in memory of Ted Langevin’s mother, 

Alma Langevin
Paul and Sandra Beckman, in honor of Bill and Kate Lee’s new 

grandchild
Marjorie Hart, in memory of Arline Glosband
Helen Winokur, in memory of Marjorie Fruend 

General Fund
Len and Maureen Fried, in memory of Len’s father, Arnold Fried

Building Fund
Carol P. Miller, in memory of Elaine and George Pivar
Carole and Myron Gubitz, in memory of Esther Gubitz and 

Emanuel Stecker

Library Fund
Faye Cramer, in memory of Pamela and Richard Cramer
Carole and Myron Gubitz, in memory of Emanuel Stecker and 

Esther Gubitz
Faye Cramer, in honor and memory of her father,                       

Hyman Browarsky

Sisterhood Cantorial Fund
The Kohn Family, in memory of Adele Kohn Marcus

Religious School Fund
Rob and Marcia Jacoby, with appreciation for the gift made by 

our students and delivered by Karen Goldberg

Judith K. Barr Adult Education Fund
The Lesage Family, in memory of Dr. Morton J. Weyler, beloved 

father and grandfather to Jill, John, Sara, and Morgan

Silidker Family Music Enrichment Fund
Tina, Jordan, & Aaron Silidker, in memory of Joe and Flo        

Wasserman, Tina’s parents

In Memoriam

Efrem Brauer, 12/28/16
father of Andrew Brauer,
grandfather of Nina Brauer

“May God Comfort All Who 
Mourn”
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