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I love Chanukah. I can’t wait for the holiday to begin. Why do I love it so much? Funny, but it’s for 
reasons you might not expect. First, I love Chanukah because it is such an easy holiday. In contrast to 
Rosh Hashanah or Pesach, there is very little planning that needs to go into Chanukah. What a gift. 
Just take out the menorah, light the candles, and...it’s Chanukah.

I also love Chanukah because of the requirement that the candles are not to be ‘used,’ but ‘enjoyed.’ 
What it means in practical terms is that for the 7 or 8 minutes it takes for the candles to burn down, 
we are required to STOP, to just sit and enjoy, to reflect in the reflection, and glow in the glow of the 
beautiful candles. 

In some ways I wish it could happen every day of the year, but what makes Chanukah special is that 
8 nights in a row the family gathers together and visits - no TV, no homework, no dinner. Just family, 

candles, and time. It’s not even a long time. But a ten-minute evening ritual can be a wonderful moment in time. 

Oh, you say, but I forgot to mention the presents! Yes, let’s talk about presents for a moment. I am certainly not against presents. 
How wonderful that we take time to think of others and offer  and receive gifts from them. But eight nights is a lot of nights. How 
might we approach this gift-giving holiday without being overwhelmed by consumerism? A couple of ideas. One, we might put a 
$5 limit on all gifts. That forces everyone to be clever in their approach to thinking about gifts. Or how about a $1 limit on the first 
night, $2 on the second night, up to $8 on the eighth night?

Another possibility: different kinds of gifts for each of the nights. One night can be a gift you buy, one night can be a gift you write, 
one night can be a gift you bake, and so on. Need more ideas? How about a gift-of-self night (non-money items such as cleaning a 
room, or a no-fighting-with-siblings night; a tzedakah night (everyone finds some clothes or toys and wraps them as a gift to a social 
service agency), a book or poem night where everyone reads a favorite passage, or a gift-you-make night. 

Here’s an idea for the third night: give yourself the gift of an adult Chanukah and come to the Latkes & Vodkas celebration spon-
sored by Federation at the Guilford Yacht Club.

And the fourth night gift: bring the whole family to our Chanukah Dinner, Latkes & Menorah-lighting here at the synagogue. 

Chanukah is fun but its message is more important than ever. It is a message of spreading light in a time of darkness, celebrating 
religious freedom rather than religious coercion, and living with hope rather than fear.

TBT CHANUKAH DINNER AND SERVICE...See Page 2
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President’s Column

Shalom. We have all just celebrated Thanksgiving, a holiday that brings together people of all religions and com-
munities in our country. It must be an especially sweet day for refugee families celebrating their first Thanksgiv-
ing, their first celebration of being a new American. 

Coming together as a community and bridging our differences was in important theme of a Guilford event that I 
recently attended one Sunday afternoon in November. Entitled “Building a Community of Compassion,” a broad 
cross-section of Guilford residents (including clergy, activists, and concerned citizens) explored their own experi-
ences and those of others regarding diversity (or lack thereof) in the area and incidents of bias or intolerance. 
There was much reflection and conversation, and many of us spending the afternoon at the Guilford Community 

Center learned a great deal by just sitting down and listening to the stories of others. We ended the day by each person committing 
to assist with an action plan. For me, I will attend a meeting on December 6th to explore forming a Guilford Human Rights Commis-
sion. Thanks to Rabbi Offner for being part of the steering committee organizing the event and inviting me to participate. 

Changing the subject only slightly, there is a step we can all take to help TBT be a more welcoming, vibrant, and economically diverse 
place. This year’s Annual Fund campaign is underway, and my letter explaining how you can participate was mailed to all congregants 
and is linked in the weekly Shofar e-Blast. The Annual Fund brings in necessary funds for all aspects of TBT operations but is particu-
larly critical in allowing us to welcome all Jewish shoreline families regardless of their economic circumstances. We are a stronger 
community for opening our doors to all area Jewish families, and we hope to have at least 50% of TBT members make a donation to 
the Annual Fund in an amount that is comfortable for them. Thank you.

Jeff Babbin

RSVP: admin@tbtshoreline.org, 203-245-7028 
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December 

Shabbat Services

December 1 @6:00pm
Greet Shabbat with Wine & Cheese

December 8 @7:15pm
Led by Cantor Dorothy Goldberg

December 15 @7:15pm
Chanukah Celebration,

Chanukah Dinner at 6pm

December 22 @7:15pm
Mary Ann Eherenwerth Conversion 

December 29 @6:00pm
In Honor of the Secular New Year

December

December 2: Vayishlach
Genesis 34:1-35:15

December 9: No library session:
*Live-Streamed from facebook.com/
URJorg to your home.

December 16: MIketz
Genesis 41:53-46:27

December 23: Vayetze
Genesis 30:14-31:16
Chanukah - may have special study

December 30: Vaychi
Genesis 49:1-49:26

Torah Study
TBT Library*

Saturdays 9am

Our December Children

Jacob Sharp, Asher Jacoby, Dylan Miller, 
Dylan Brochard, Lexi Handelman, 

Jaden Labowe-Stoll, Leanna Koff, Lily Fried

Join us at Shabbat Services on December 15th 
as we bless our December children

NOTE 6pm START TIME
on 12/29 

In honor of New Year’s 
weekend, our December 
29th service will begin at 
6pm, with a PreNeg in the 
lobby, followed by Shabbat 
Service in the sanctuary.

Oneg Shabbat

Thank you for hosting our November onegs.

November 3: Bruce & Frayda Topolosky 
November 10: Jeff Babbin & Marlene Schwartz

November 17: Jill Lesage, Suzy Frisch, and their wonderful 
commitee of volunteers; 

and the families of our students in grades 8-10

Please call or email the office to host a future oneg!

Jewish 
Mindfulness & Meditation

Saturday, December 2 @8am 
Sunday, December 10 @9:45am
Saturday, December 16 @8am

Beginners Welcome

You are in for a special treat at Shabbat Services on Friday, 
December 8th, at 7:15pm. Cantor Dorothy Goldberg will lead 
our worship service in its entirety. While Rabbi Offner & Cantor 
Margolius are at the URJ Biennial, we are afforded this special 
opportunity. Come hear Cantor Goldberg sing old favorites, new 
additions, and offer a sermon in song. To a Shabbat Shalom!

Cantor Dorothy Goldberg to lead 
Shabbat Services on 12/8

Nursery School News

Our preschoolers celebrated the blessings in Nature 
during our Thanksgiving program a few weeks ago! 
Our celebrating this monthy will revolve around 
Chanukah! Plenty of gelt and latkes for all!

Wishing everyone a Happy Chanukah!

If you or someone you know is interested in our preschool pro-
grams, contact Bernadette Stak at nsdirector@tbtshoreline.org, 
or call 203-245-8039.
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TBT Book Club

As always, Book Club will be meeting at the 
Hearth on the third Thursday of  every month at 7:30 pm.     
           

December: The German Girl by Armando Correa
January: Circling the Sun by Paula McClain
February: The Bridal Chair by Gloria Goldenreich
March: A Gentleman in Moscow by A. Towles
April: Many Lives, Many Masters by Brian Weiss

For further information, contact Myra Josephson at
myrajosephson@gmail.com or 203-488-3350

Join Us At the Sold-Out 
URJ Biennial!!!

While the URJ Biennial in Boston may be sold out, there is still 
great news for us. 
#1: Fully SEVEN of our temple leaders are registered and will be 
in attendance at the Biennial, representing all of us at TBT.
#2: YOU can still attend the entire convention via LiveStream. 
There are learning sessions, Shabbat celebrations, musical con-
certs and daily services. There are plenary sessions with special 
guests Anat Hoffman of Women of the Wall, Senator Elizabeth 
Warren, URJ President Rabbi Rick Jacobs, and Reverend Dr. Wil-
liam Barber.

TO LIVESTREAM ANY PART OF BIENNIAL, GO TO:
facebook.com/URJorg

LiveStreaming will be ongoing from Wednesday, December 6 
through Sunday, December 10.

Explore!

Social Justice

We are busy planning Mitzvah Day projects for the students dur-
ing parent-teacher conferences on December 17th. 

After the horrific hurricane damage, fire damage, and other 
circumstances, we have decided to have the day center around 
the importance of shelter, for both humans and animals. After a 
short introduction to how people can lose their homes and what 
it’s like not to have a home, whether human or animal, students 
will be split into groups and work on projects to donate to vari-
ous shelters. 

In order for the projects to be successful, we are asking for 
donations of: bath towels (new & gently used); toiletries - soap, 
deodorant, toothbrushes, toothpaste, skin lotion (no shampoo); 
old t-shirts, fleece blankets, and other fabric (to be cut up for a 
project).

Donations may be dropped off in the lobby or sent in with stu-
dents until December 6th.

Thank you in advance, Tina and Sarah

The Stutzman Family Foundation 
Friesner Memorial Scholarship

Thanks to a generous grant from the Stutzman Family Founda-
tion, Temple Beth Tikvah is pleased to invite High School Seniors 
who are members of TBT to apply for the Beatrice & David 
Friesner Memorial Scholarship. This scholarship will provide 
$10,000 to help defray the cost of freshman year of college ex-
penses to one member of the temple community.

In order to apply, you must be in your final year of high school 
and be applying to an accredited four-year college or university. 
This award is conditional upon your ultimately being accepted 
by, and enrolling in, college for the academic year 2018-2019. 
The award is merit-based; no showing of financial need is 
required. The successful candidate will have demonstrated excel-
lence in scholarship, character, and Jewish commitments.

This scholarship was established in 2008 to honor the memories 
of the parents of Esther Friesner-Stutzman. Both Bea and David 
Friesner taught for many years in the New York City school sys-
tem. They had a life-long devotion to both secular and religious 
education and always sought to reward academic achievement. 

Interested High School Seniors should contact Bonnie Mahon 
in the TBT office (office@tbtshoreline.org, or 203-245-7028). 
Completed applications, including all required letters of recom-
mendation, must be submitted to the temple office no later than 
Friday, February 23rd, 2018, at 3pm.

To Julia Hyman, on being the Guilford Courier’s featured athlete 
of the the week, as co-captain of the Guilford High School Varsity 
Volleyball team.
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Please Make a Gift to the TBT Annual Fund as part of Your End of Year Giving!

Tips for End of Year Charitable Giving:
1. Ensure you can claim a charitable deduction for 2017:
 Donations of cash (including checks) must be either postmarked or personally delivered to TBT on or before 12/31/17.
2. Donating long-term appreciated securities can provide additional tax benefits. 
 When you donate long-term appreciated securities, you can claim a charitable income tax deduction for the fair market  
 value of the securities on the date of transfer, no matter what you originally paid for them.
 You pay no capital gains tax on the transfer. 
 Gifts of securities may be deductible up to 30% of your adjusted gross income, however, excess deductible amounts may be  
 carried forward for five years. 
Please consult with your professional tax advisor to determine your specific situation.

The IRA Charitable Rollover creates an opporutunity for donors age 70.5 and older to establish an endowment or make an outright 
charitable gift.
What is the advantage?
If you have enough income and your IRA minimum distribution requirement only increases your tax liability, this allows you to donate 
your distribution directly without having to pay federal or Connecticut income tax liability on the amount of the distribution.
1. The distribution from your IRA must be made directly to the charitable organization.
2. You must be 70 1/2 years or older at the time that the distribution is made.
3. The IRA Charitable Rollover is permanent; you can do it this year and every year. 
4. The maximum amount that can qualify is $100,000.
5. The IRA Charitable Rollover will satisfy your required minimum distribution.
6. You can roll over more than your required minimum distribution.
7. The amount of the IRA Charitable Rollover does not need to be reported as income on your federal or Connecticut tax return.
8. Only distributions from traditional and Roth IRA’s qualify.
9.  To qualify, the distribution can only be for charitable purposes.
10. No goods or services can be received in exchange for the distribution.
In most cases, you will need to contact your IRA plan administrator/financial institution. Please consult your professional tax advi-
sor concerning your tax plans.

What will your Jewish Legacy be? Consider a legacy gift to Temple Beth Tikvah.
For more information, contact Kim Romine at TBT (admin@tbtshoreline.org, 203-245-7028) or 

Lisa Stanger, Jewish Foundation Executive Director (lstanger@jewishnewhaven.org, 203-387-2424, x 382)

TBT BUILDING PROJECT IS MOVING RIGHT ALONG!
After 40 years, it was clearly time to learn the details about the aching bones of our building. We have completed a mechanical  
assessment with the firm Consulting Engineering Services (CES).  This is where they looked:

•	 HVAC
•	 Electrical systems
•	 Plumbing systems
•	 Code compliance
•	 Condition and capacities and future needs of all systems
•	 Costs for repair and replacement of all systems were delineated

Critical recommendations include: 
•	 Upgrading the main electrical service line
•	 Addressing the boiler room/boilers for air flow and efficiency
•	 Upgrading the toilets and replacing air handlers 

Interested in more details?  The report is available to the entire congregation – just contact the office.

Your building committee, while sobered, is also relieved.  We believe these are all components worth investing in to build a more 
beautiful tomorrow for TBT.  The completion of this mechanical audit, along with the energy audit and the structural engineering 
report allows us to identify “must” and “would like to do” improvements. 

We have begun meeting with development consultants about how to best engage every member of our congregation as we move 
forward.

If you are interested in helping to see our project through to success, please contact Building Chair, Bruce Topolosky at               
bruce@topolosky.net or Development Chair, Suzy Frisch at sgfrisch@aol.com. 
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Read Aloud Day

Thank you to all those who participated in Read Aloud Day 2017 
at Ross-Woodward Classical Studies Magnet School in New 
Haven. Wendy Bluemling, Sandy Whelan, Ronni Berman, Sarah 
Mervine, Kate Lee, Steve Eppler-Epstein, Cheryl Brown, and Hat-
tie Sussman - you were terrific and much appreciated! The chil-
dren and teachers are already asking for a repeat perfomance!

Raise the Roof

We are pleased to announce the 
completion of house #13 at 6 
Saltonstall Avenue in New Haven. 
The house will soon be the home 
of Abdou - father, Zakiya - mother, 
and children Jalal - age 5, Sarah 
- age 3, and Idris - age 1. A dedica-
tion ceremony will take place at 
the home on December 2nd at 
10am.

Thank you to our TBT volunteers 
who had a hand in building this 
home. We are excited to learn that 
plans for House #14 are underway, 
and building will commence in early 2018. 

TBT Library
Recommended Books

Check out our new recommended 
books on display in the library.

• Chanukah
• Jewish History
• Healing
• Children’s Anthologies
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Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Barbara & Alan Lipman, in appreciation for the baby naming 

service for their granddaughter, Livvi Stein
Sylvia Horwitz & Peter Truran, in appreciation
Irina & Donald Cottrill, in memory of Mordko Esterlis
Len & Maureen Fried, in memory of Len’s mother, Beatrice Fried
Roxane Siskind, in memory of Rose Sobel
Tina Silidker, with thanks for the baby naming service for her 

grandson, Jacob
Ken & Martha Gamerman, in loving memory of Ken’s parents, 

Max & Lena Gamerman
Ken & Martha Gamerman, in loving memory of Martha’s father, 

Oscar Sapir

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
The Kohn Family, in memory of Leonard Marcus
Anonymous Donor, in appreciation

Judith K. Barr Adult Education Fund
Sid & Ina Berson, in memory of Sid’s father, George Berson
Sid & Ina Berson, in memory of Ina’s father, Morris Sigel
Charles Barr, in memory of his beloved son, Stephen Barr

Youth Scholarship Fund
Helena & Harry Schanzer, in memory of Anna Sobocki and      

Joaquin Schanzer
Saul Gordon, in memory of Rebecca Gordon, his mother

Scholar-in-Residence
Sheila Rubin England
Jeffrey Babbin & Marlene Schwartz

Religious School Fund
The Weinzimer/Ambrosino Family, in appreciation

Silidker Family Music Enrichment Fund
Jan & Mary Ann Ehrenwerth, in memory of Charlotte                

Ehrenwerth

Library Fund
Jan & Mary Ann Ehrenwerth, in memory of Charlotte 
 Ehrenwerth

Building Fund
Helen & Jack Davis, in memory of Helen’s dear dad, Jack Hyman

In Memoriam

Estelle Silberstein, 11/15/17
mother of Ellen Buller

“May God Comfort All Who 
Mourn”

Thank You to our Annual Fund Donors 
through November 15th, 2017

Amy Agranov
Ben & Robin Baker
Charles Barr & Margo Merin
Ronald & Bonnie Bernal
Sondra Bernblum
Mark & Wendy Bluemling
Geoff & Barbara Chupp
Gordon & Marjorie Cohen
Michael & Rachael Felberbaum
Kevin & Shaun Glazier
Phil & Karen Goldberg
Cantor Dorothy Goldberg & David Ross-Russell
Alan & Sherie Groves
Phyllis Kaufman
Alan & Barbara Lipman
Herb & Marni Lustberg
Judy Merriam
Kim Rakusin
Lynda Rosenfeld & Richard Weiss
Edward & Gloria Sack
Estelle Silberstein
Henry & Harriet Stein

THANK YOU to Benefactor JIMMY SHURE and 
Program Chair GARY DAMIANO

A wonderful time was had by all at our Scholar-in-Residence 
weekend with Rabbi Deborah Zecher. She charmed us, taught 
us, and had us laughing and entertained with her Sermon-in-
Song and her Broadway Bible. None of this weekend would have 
been possible without a generous donation from Jimmy Shure to 
underwrite the costs of this event. 

We are all so appreciative of Jimmy’s generosity and his passion 
for Jewish life and learning. 

We also thank Gary Damiano and the Program Committee for 
their vision, their artistry, and their love and care in making every 
detail of the event a pleasure. 

We can’t wait until next year!

Contributions
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