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Dear Friends,

Chanukah is a wondrous holiday in its simplicity. We light candles and gaze upon the light. We add one 
more candle each day, increasing the light, the beauty, and the joy. While those candles are burning low 
we need to pause for a moment to remember why it is we light those candles. Some 2,000 years ago a 
King reigned in Syria who took control of the land of Israel. He insisted that the Jewish people observe 
the Greco-Syrian customs of the day. He denied us the right to practice our own religion. He went even 
further and made sure that our holiest space in the world would be desecrated. Pigs were sacrificed on 
the altar in an effort to destroy not only the Temple, but the spirit of the Jews.

                      Instead, it did just the opposite. It enflamed the Jews. It returned us to our core. The Maccabean
rebellion went on for three years, after which time they returned to the Temple, cleaned and refurbished it, and rededicated it to 
Jewish life.

It is for this act of rededication that the holiday of Chanukah was named. “Chanukah” means “to dedicate.”

Rededicating Jewish holy space is what we will be focusing on this year at TBT. We hope to have our own “Springtime Chanukah” 
when we rededicate our own Temple on our 40th Anniversary in May.

Looking forward to celebrating Chanukah with you and reflecting on the dedication of the Jewish people and the rededication of TBT.

L’shalom,
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President’s Column

As winter approaches, we all have a 
tendency to “hunker down.” Perhaps 
it is some vestigial behavior arising 
from an ancient and primitive time; as 
food became scarce, and the hours of 
daylight diminished, there was a good 
reason to stay inside, out of harm’s 
way. Or perhaps it is a more adaptive 
response to the vicissitudes of Shore-
line weather: our beautiful, crisp, 

golden days of late giving way to cold, wet, wind, and slush.

No conincidence, then that our main winter holiday, Chanukah, 
is a celebration of light. Not just actual, physical light, but also 
spiritual light. It takes light to beat back the fear of the dark, and 
it also takes light to bring people together, whether it is in work 
of rededicating the Temple, our rejuvenating our synagogue, or 
in the weekly rythms of prayer, study, and community. There is 
an underlying fundamental relationship between light and gath-
ering. Not just moths, but we too are drawn to a flame. Stu Weinzimer

There are many opportunities to gather in the light here at TBT, 
even in the dark of winter. For those of you who do not have to 
navigate the “December dilemma,” and will be in town on Friday,  
December 30th, we will have a fun 7th Night of Chanukah here 
at TBT, at which time we will gather and light our Shabbat and 
Chanukah candles. But we also have many other ways to gather 
together and bring light to each other - worshipping together on 
Shabbat and sharing the light of our Shabbat candles; perform-
ing acts of social justice and being ethical lights to our commu-
nity and world; and learning together, illuminating the texts and 
narratives of our Jewish tradition.

My wish and hope for you, as we come to the end of our secular 
year, and prepare for the next, is that you come out and join us 
for all that we can bring to each other; for whatever our building 
surrounds and our activities promote, we are, after all, a holy 
community, bringing each other into our light. 

Happy New Year, and L’shalom,

The Stutzman Family Foundation
Friesner Memorial Scholarhship

Thanks to a generous grant from the Stutzman Family Founda-
tion, Temple Beth Tikvah is please to invite High School Seniors 
who are members of TBT to apply for the Beatrice and David 
Friesner Memorial Scholarship. This scholarship will provide 
$10,000 to help defray the cost of freshman year college ex-
penses to one member of the temple community.

In order to apply, you must be in your final year of high school 
and be applying to an accredited four-year college or university. 
This award is conditional upon your ultimately being accepted 
by, and enrolling in, college for the academic year 2017-2018. 
The award is merit based; no showing of financial need is 
required. The successful candidate will have demonstrated excel-
lence in scholarship and character.

This scholarship was established in 2008 to honor the memories 
of the parents of Esther Friesner-Stutzman. Both Bea and David 
Friesner taught for many years in the New York City school sys-
tem. They had a life-long devotion to both secular and religious 
education and always sought to reward academic acheivment. 

Interested High School Seniors should contact Bonnie Mahon 
in the TBT office (office@tbtshoreline.org, or 203-245-7028). 
Completed applications, including all required letters of recom-
mendation, must be submitted to the temple office no later than 
Friday, February 24th, 2017, at 3 pm.

Celebrating our Syrian Refugee Family

What a delight it has been to welcome our Syrian family, to-
gether with our First Congregational Church of Guilford partners, 
as they become Americans before our eyes!

Tremendous thanks to all our TBT volunteers, led by Robin
Baslaw and Marianne Frankel, who have so warmly helped 
exhibit the mitzvah of “hachnasat orchim,” the welcoming of 
guests in our midst.

Pictured above: the mother and children from our family, along-
side Nancy Abramson and Rabbi Offner at the Meet & Greet that 
took place on October 30th at First Congregational Church in 
Guilford
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December 30th
7:15 pm

Chanukah Shabbat

Latkes
Menorah Lighting
Chanukah Music

Shabbat Services
December 2nd  @6:00 pm

Greet Shabbat with Wine & Cheese

December 9th @7:15 pm

December 16th @7:15 pm
Visual T’Filah

December 23rd @7:15 pm
Torah Reader: Sandra Beckman

December 30th @7:15 pm
Chanukah Shabbat 

Social Justice

Shoreline Food Pantries Give Thanks to TBT!
Through your generous donations during the High Holidays, TBT 
donated close to 1800 lbs. of food to the Madison, Guilford, and 
Branford food pantries. We has such a time delivering the addi-
tional food not picked up by the pantries the next day! So many 
families will benefit from your thoughtfulness this year. Together, 
we can make a difference!

Malawi Farmers’ Vision - All families should have access to 
water!
Friday, October 14th, Father Austin Phiri and Sam Powell pre-
sented on the dire situation that has been created by water 
scarcity in Malawi and the safety concerns existing for the 
women and girls who have to walk miles to collect water each 
morning beginning at 3am. Malawi Farmers Inc was formed by 
Father Austin and Sam Powell to raise the funds necessary to 
build wells in Father Austin’s home village, Chikwawa District of 
Malawi. Each well costs about $7,000. As a result, the members 
that attended responded with providing Malawi Farmers with 
$2,000 in donations toward the well project! If you would like to 
contribute towards this important cause, please contact Kim at 
the office (admin@tbtshoreline.org, or 203-245-7028).

Sunday, December 4th, Father Austin and Sam Powell will be 
returning to help us facilitate an educational workshop for the 
TBT students so that they may understand the impact of water 
scarcity around the world. They will develop an action project 
to empower the students to make a difference and help the 
children of Malawi. Please be prepared to support our students 
in their efforts.

Sunday, December 18th, we will come together during parent/
teacher conferences and complete special gifts to send over to 
the children in Malawi. All are welcome to come and help during 
this Sunday morning. Please contact Hannah Jurewicz with any 
questions about either event and how you can get involved with 
helping the women and children in Malawi. Everyone has the 
right to clean water, don’t you agree?

Shalom,
Hannah Jurewicz (hannahjurewicz@comcast.net)

Social Justice:
A big “thank you” to all who participated in Read Aloud Day 
at Ross-Woodward Classical Studies Magnet School in New 
Haven! TBT had a great turnout - Ronni Berman, Hattie Suss-
man, Christine Dokko, Wendy Bluemling, Tina Silidker, Esther 
Friesner-Stutzman, and Kate Lee - joined 15 other volunteer and 
administrative readers for a fun-filled and educational morning. 
Books new to the library collection were introduced to children 
at all grade levels and there was great interest and enthusiasm 
shown by both students and readers! They are already asking for 
another event!

Scholar-in-Residence:
Tremendous thanks to Gary Damiano, Paul Greenberg, Stu 
Weinzimer, Suzy Frisch, Jill Lesage, the TBT Men’s Club, and all 
those who helped to make our Scholar-in-Residence weekend 
such a great success. We had a wonderful Talmudic study and 
four sessions with Rabbi Amy Scheinerman, who was a fantastic 
teacher. It was a weekend filled with friendship, good food, and 
good learning. It doesn’t get better than that! Thank you to ev-
eryone who came to learn. What a wonderful weekend it was.

Special thanks to Jimmy Shure for sponsoring our Scholar-in-
Residence weekend! Jimmy’s kindness and generosity allowed us 
to study Talmud all weekend...and enjoy bountiful and delicious 
meals. Thank you Jimmy!!



4

Weekly Torah Study
Saturdays at 9 am

December 3rd:   Tol’dot     
Genesis 25:19-26:22

December 10th: Vayetze  
Genesis 28:10-30:13

December 17th: Vayishlach
Genesis 32:4-33:20

December 24th: Vayeishev
Genesis 37:1-37:36

December 31st: Miketz
Genesis 41:1-41:52*

*Chanukah - may have special study

Oneg Shabbat

Thank you for hosting an Oneg Shabbat in November:

November 4, The Levine/Frisch Family
November 11, The Stein/Dokko Family

in celebration of the Bar Mitzvah of Noah Stein
November 18, The Naccarato Family

in celebration of the Bar Mitzvah of Jack Naccarato
November 25, The Lane and Paul Family

in honor of the baby naming of Mara Riley Clayton, daughter of 
Sarah Lane and Sean Clayton

Mazel Tov

Paul and Sandra Beckman, on the Bar Mitzvah of their grandson, 
Ari Poliner, in Middletown, CT, on October 8th, 2016

Alaine Lane, on the birth of granddaughter Mara Rily Clayton, on 
Ocotober 19th, 2016

Our December Children

Jacob Sharp, Dylan Cancelliere, Joshua Stern, Asher Jacoby,
Jackson Gould, Dylan Miller, Dylan Brochard, Lexi Handelman,

Jaden Labowe-Stoll, Lily Fried

Join us at Shabbat Services on December 16th
as we bless our December children

TBT Book Club

The TBT Book Club meets the third Thursday of the month  at 
7:30 p.m.  To accommodate one of our members, we have been 
meeting at The Hearth in Madison. We will be reading the fol-
lowing books in the next few months:  

December: Saving Sophie, by Ronald Balson
January: The Two Family House, by Lynda Loigman
February: If You Lean In, Will Men Look Down Your Blouse? by 
Regina Barreca
For further Information, contact Myra Josephson at
myrajosephson@gmail.com or 203-488-3350

Nursery School News

Temple Beth Tikvah Nursery 
School offers priority regis-
tration to members of the 
synagogue through the month 
of December. We offer a highly 
acclaimed readiness program 

for 2 year-olds and their parents. In addition, we have a pre-
school program for 3-5 year-olds that emphasizes nature play, 
creative arts, and pre-academic experiences. Jewish values are 
woven throughout the curriculum and Shabbat is celebrated 
weekly in the classrooms. 

If you would like to take a tour of the school, please contact Ber-
nadette Stak at 203-245-8039 to make an appointment.

All the TBTNS staff wish you a Happy Chanukah!!!
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Celebrating Forty Years at Temple Beth Tikvah – Building Our Future

Each month in this column, we will keep you up-to-date on the work we are doing to move forward with our building renovations.

1. Paul Beckman and Sandy Brand have continued to meet with our architect, Duo Dickinson, to put together preliminary ideas for 
our renovation. Further, Paul is detailing the infrastructure concerns which need to be addressed after 40 years of life at TBT. Areas 
which have been identified thus far include creating a more welcoming entrance and front hall, updating our bathrooms to include 
handicap and gender neutral access, updating our sanctuary to enhance access and inspire worship, and updating the social hall and 
its deck. During November, these ideas are being shared with our clergy, staff and board. Our first community meeting to share ideas 
will be in January. Keep an eye out for the date!

2. The ad hoc committee charged with writing an updated Mission Statement will collaborate with the renovations team to hold a 
community gathering in January. This meeting will help us explore both the mission of our synagogue and how our building serves 
that mission.

3. The Board and members of a fundraising planning committee will decide about hiring a fundraising consultant in December. We 
will be putting together a team to implement our fundraising plans.

Participate in dreaming about our future and in making it a reality.

• Attend upcoming gatherings to explore the mission and values of TBT and to dream about how our building can best serve
                our mission and be an asset to our worship, educational programs and social activities.

• Volunteer to work with our 40th committees which will focus on community building, celebrating and fundraising.

• Save the date of May 13, 2017 when we will celebrate the 40th anniversary of the dedication of our synagogue.

Would you like to share your ideas, talents and time as we celebrate our 40th and build for our future?  Please let us know how you 
would like to help!

If you are interested in:
Building Renovations & Design, please contact Paul Beckman (beckman.paul@gmail.com) or Sandy Brand (sbpoetry24@gmail.com).

The May 13th Celebration, please leave a message for Gary Damiano at the TBT office.

Fundraising, please contact Suzy Frisch (sgfrisch@aol.com).

For general questions about upcoming activities as we celebrate the 40th Anniversary, please contact Suzy Frisch (sgfrisch@aol.com) 
or call our office at 203-245-7028.
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In Memoriam

Edward Richmond, 10/21/16,
father of William Richmond

Annie Zinker, 10/26/16,
sister of Judith Selakoff

“May God Comfort All Who Mourn”

standing: Mickey Glazier 
seated: Youth Advisor 
Stephanie Condoluci, Teddy 
Friend, Shayla Goldberg 

Mickey Glazier, Teddy Friend, 
Advisor Stephanie Condoluci, 
Shayla Goldberg, Julia Hyman

Salty is on the Rise!

Since September, Salty has grown over 45%, currently at 23 active mem-
bers. Here are some things that Salty has been up to: On October 1st, 
Salty had its annual Apple Picking and Shul-In where 20 teens came  to-
gether for fun and community service where they made 4 apple pies for a 
homeless shelter. Then, Salty led the youth services for the High Holidays, 
which were a huge success! This past weekend, Salty sent 4 teens to the 
Connecticut Valley Region’s BBYO Fall Convention in Windsor Locks, CT. 
Here they participated in a creative Shabbat service where they painted 
a Fall picture, performed a skit/song to represent their chapter, made 
PB&J sandwiches and helped to raise $720 to help feed 100 families in the 
Greater Hartford area for Thanksgiving, attended a Pajama Party Dance, 
and various other spirit competitions. Thanks to all their spirit and excite-
ment, our teens beat out all the other chapters and won the BBYO Spirit 
Trophy! All in all, Salty is on the rise and we look forward to our upcoming 
events! 

If your teen is interested in joining Salty, please reach out to our advisor, 
Stephanie Condoluci, at srcondoluci@gmail.com, or any of our teens on 
the Salty board for more information.

Congratulations to our Salty 
teens on winning the BBYO 

Spirit Trophy! 

front to back: Mickey Glazier, Teddy 
Friend, Julia Hyman, Shayla Goldberg

Julia Hyman, Mickey Gla-
zier, Shayla Goldberg, Advi-
sor Stephanie Condoluci
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Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Jack and Kim Rakusin, with thanks for Rabbi Offner’s ongoing 

caring for them both
Ethel Anne Chorney, in honor of her grandson, Noah Chorney’s 

Bar Mitzvah
The Auerbach Family, in memory of Magda Auerbach
The Tibere/Paley Family
Marcia Jacoby, in memory of Morris Goldberg
Charles Barr, in memory of his beloved son, Stephen
The Stein/Dokko Family, in appreciation of Noah’s Bar Mitzvah
Lynda E. Rosenfeld and Richard M. Weiss, in memory of Regina 

Rosenfeld
The Auerbach Family, in memory of Bedrich Auerbach
The Mandel Family, in loving memory of Helen Mandel and 

Murray Lewis
The Czaczkes Family, in appreciation

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
Barry and Janet Gaines
The Tibere/Paley Family
The Kagan Family, with thanks for helping Ella study for her Bat 

Mitzvah
Ethel Anne Chorney, in appreciation for Noah’s Bar Mitzvah
Anonymous Donor: “Thank you for all you do!”
The Stein/Dokko Family, in appreciation of Noah’s Bar Mitzvah

Endowment Fund
The Lesage Family, in memory of Judge Leonard Garth
William and Diana Goldberg, in memory of Judge Leonard Garth
The Weinzimer/Ambrosino Family, in honor of the arrival of 

Avery Grace Lee

General Fund
Joan and Franklin Green, in memory of Isaac Shapiro
Jerold and Carol Muskin
Joan and Franklin Green, in honor of Francisco Pinilla, Rhoda 

Gould, and Pam Hjerpe

Laurence B. and Elaine J. Sommer Memorial Fund for 
Social Justice
Phyllis Kaufman, in memory of her dear mother, Gertrude 

Cooperberg
Jack and Kim Rakusin, with thanks to Rabbi Sommer for his 

ongoing contact with Jack
Myra Josephson, in honor of Leah Sommer’s marriage
Rabbi Howard Sommer, in memory Laurence B. Sommer
Rabbi Howard Sommer, in memory of Susan Sommer

Judith K. Barr Adult Education Fund
The Lesage Family, in honor of Noah Chorney
Sandra and Myron Brand, in honor of Sam Rader and his
     sermonette this High Holidays
Ina and Sid Berson, in memory of Judith Barr

Cemetery Fund
Jules Berke, in memory of Helen Berkowitz
Regina Heller, in memory of Milton Heller

Helen Katz Goodkind Beautification Fund
Sandra and Paul Beckman, in memory of Ed Richmond, father of 

Billy Richmond and father-in-law of Cher Richmond

Silidker Family Music Enrichment Fund
The Lesage Family, in memory of Leonard Silidker

Building Fund
Jack and Helen Davis, in memory of Helen’s beloved father, Jack 

Hyman

Sharon Besser Seder Fund
The Kagan Family, in honor and memory of Sharon Besser for 

being one of Ella’s special Hebrew school teachers, who taught 
her so much.

Religious School Fund
Sandra and Myron Brand, in honor of Cantor Margolius’s birth-

day
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