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We are in the middle of Bar Mitzvah season here at TBT.  Thank God, we are blessed with packs of 
families with 13 year olds.  Last week, this week, next week – in fact, we have a Bar or Bat Mitzvah to 
celebrate every single Shabbat from now right through June.

They are always exhilarating.  One of the things I love about them is that you get to see yourself 
through the eyes of others – family and friends, Jews and non-Jewish people too, who are visiting TBT 
for the first time.  One of the nicest compliments that I receive after the service often goes like this:
“Oh Rabbi, your synagogue is amazing.  It is so warm and loving and intimate and accessible. If I lived 
here, I would join here.  It is so warm, open, intimate and accessible.” That is why we are here today. 
We are here to celebrate that we are warm and open and intimate and accessible.  And we are here 
because it is time to make sure that our building and our property and our bricks and mortar all re-
flect just those Jewish values that we so passionately embrace as a community.
 

It is time to make our building warmer, more open, more intimate and more accessible.  We’ve earned that.  We deserve that.  And 
it is our responsibility to ensure that for the generations that come after us.  Forty years is a long time.  Our building is aging.  It has 
cracks, some literal and some figurative.  It is not easy to find from the road. It is not easy to drive up into the parking lot.  It is not 
easy to walk from the parking lot to the building.  It is not easy to open the front door.  It is not easy to find your way, once inside, to 
the sanctuary, to the rabbi’s study, to the youth lounge.  
 
Accessibility is a Jewish value.  A Jewish imperative.  We say:  “Hamitzvah hazot lo ba’shamayim hi; hi karov aleycha me’od.”  (Deut 
30:12-14)  “The mitzvah of Jewish practice is not up in the Heavens, we don’t make it hard, we place it close to you.”  It is time to 
make coming to the synagogue easy.  Picture an easy entrance right off the road.  An easy drive into the parking lot.  An Open Door 
and a Welcoming Entrance.  
 
Hidur Mitzvah is also a Mitzvah.  It is a Jewish value to beautify what we treasure.  There are so many ways that we can beautify our 
synagogue.  With art. With color.  With height. With light.  With windows.
 
The most exquisite piece of this synagogue building is what sits outside of its walls.  The exquisite piece of nature that God created.  
The trees and the leaves and the sky and the sunshine.  Let us take advantage of that!  It is a requirement that a sanctuary have 
windows.  (Mishnah Berurah)  We can have windows that are big and wide and open to the world around us.  
 
Our synagogue should be accessible.  Not because the government requires accessibility, but because we are Jews and our tradition 
demands it.  The Book of Psalms says of the aged: “Don’t cast me off as I age.”  We are all aging, and without insulting our founders 
I can tell you for a fact that each and every one of them is precisely 40 years older than they were 40 years ago.  Our bathrooms are 
not handicap accessible.  It is a ‘bousha,’ (that’s Hebrew for ‘shonda’).  But it need not be that way any longer.  We can make our 
bathrooms handicap accessible.  We can make our bima handicap accessible.  We can make every square inch of our building easier 
to navigate and more spiritually uplifting to experience.
 
Our building is beautiful.  Our founders created a space that has served us amazingly well for 40 years.  It is time to re-envision.  It is 
time to dream.  It is time to build, to build upon that which has already been built, to build upon the shoulders of those who came 
before us, to build a synagogue that says “HERE WE ARE.”  To build a synagogue that says “COME AND JOIN US.”  To build a syna-
gogue that is as warm and welcoming and traditional and contemporary and bold and conservative and beautiful and accessible as 
we are.  
 
Rabbi Abraham Kook, the first rabbi of Palestine, as he contemplated the enterprise of building a state of Israel, famously said:  
HaYashen Tichadesh v’Ha Chadash Tikadesh.  The old shall be renewed, and the new shall be made holy.
 
The time is now, for building and rebuilding together.  

(This column was excerpted from Rabbi Offner’s remarks at the Congregational Meeting 
on March 11, 2018)
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President’s Column
Shalom. 

It was exciting to see over a hundred of our congregants at our March 11th congregational meeting, to learn 
about our synagogue renewal project. The Rabbi delivered an inspirational message linking our past to the future, 
Bruce Topolosky explained the work of the Building Committee and how the needs of our building and commu-
nity are being examined and documented, and our architect Duo Dickinson sought to help us visualize a building 
and landscape (and parking!) that will both serve and inspire us. 

We also heard about our pending purchase of our adjacent property along Route 79, 206 Durham Road, to give 
us much greater flexibility for the project and an expansion of our frontage along the main road. Our fundrais-
ing consultant Peter Heller introduced himself, as we soon embark on a campaign to strengthen the financial 

foundation of our community, which will reflect the commitment and investment of our congregants. From this great start, taking 
into account both your ideas and concerns, our Building Committee will be very active in the coming months to develop schedules 
and timelines and work with the architect to produce design options to share with the congregation and ultimately to be considered 
by the Board. 

Rest assured that your Board and Clergy are fully committed to the present as well as the future, with all synagogue services, educa-
tion, lifecycle events, and social activities proceeding without interruption or diminishment (even if temporary space will be planned 
for as needed). All planning will be done with deliberation and in consultation with the congregation. The results will not disappoint.

Please save the date of Tuesday, May 22, 2018, for our congregation’s Annual Meeting. An update on the building project will be on 
the agenda, along with the usual information and honors. Due to scheduling issues, we will have an evening meeting instead of our 
usual Sunday morning gathering. Come at 7:00 p.m. for dessert and attend the 90-minute program from 7:15 to 8:45 p.m.

A shout-out to the efforts of our Social Justice Committee in organizing TBT’s participation in the Guilford gathering of the national 
March for Our Lives event, held on March 24th.

As you read this, I hope you are enjoying your celebration of Pesach and, just perhaps, the beginnings of some sign of spring in 
Connecticut!

Jeff Babbin
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April

Shabbat Services

April 6 @6:00pm
Greet Shabbat with Wine & Cheese, 
Yizkor, Welcome our Afghan Family

April 13 @7:15pm
Birthday Blessings

April 20 @7:15pm
Men’s Club Shabbat

April 27 @7:15pm

March
April 7: Shemini
Leviticus 10:12-11:32

April 14: Tazria-Metzora
Leviticus 13:40-14:32

April 21: Acharaei Mot - K’doshim
Leviticus 17:8-19:14

April 28: Emor
Leviticus 22:17-23:22

Torah Study
TBT Library

Saturdays 9am

Our April Children

Ruby Wasserman, Kevin Goldberg, 
Kijana Richmond, Juliette Griegel, 

Tyler Mezrich, Simona Cottrill, Levi Indes, 
Elijah Labowe-Stoll, Nina Brauer, 
Dashiell Rich, Lucas Felberbaum, 
Cassie Handelman, Toyba Barasz, 

Emily Arnold, Joshua Daniels

Join us at Shabbat Services on April 13th as 
we bless our April childen.

Continued 
Chag Same’ach!

We continue to observe Passover 
through its conclusion on Friday eve-
ning, April 6th, when we will have a 
beautiful Yizkor service and welcome 
our Afghan refugee family to TBT.

Reminder: Careful what you eat! Please refrain from the 5 grains (barley, 
oat, wheat, spelt, and rye) until the conclusion of Passover.
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TBT Book Club

The TBT book club will be meeting on 
April 19th to discuss our April pick:

 In April, we will be reading Many Lives, Many Masters by Brian 
Weiss.

As always we meet at 7:30 pm at The Hearth in Madison.

To Henry & Helenne Gettenberg on the February birth of their 
grandson, Owen Breydan Gettenberg.

To Mickey Glazier, on his acceptance to the University of 
Connecticut, which he will attend in the Fall of 2018.

To Bonnie Mahon & Adam Zilinski on their new and first home in 
Cromwell, Connecticut.  We wish them many years of happiness 
there.

To Nursery School Director Bernadette Stak, on the birth of her 
granddaughter, Lola.

Oneg Shabbat

Thank you for hosting our March onegs.

March 2: The Kaplan Family, in celebration of 
Samuel Kaplan’s Bar Mitzvah

March 9: The Coe Family, in celebration of 
Adam Coe’s Bar Mizvah

March 16: The Stanger Family, in celebration of 
Sophia Stanger’s Bat Mitzvah

March 23: The Weinzimer/Ambrosino Family, in celebration of 
Eliana Weinzimer’s Bat Mitzvah

Please call or email the office to host a future oneg - 
It is easy and you will have support!

Red Cross Blood Drive
Monday, April 30th
12:45-6pm at TBT

Sign up at Redcrossblood.org
Walk-ins Welcome
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Building Project Update

On Sunday, March 11, 2018, about 100 members of TBT gathered 
to hear about our building project. The goal of the meeting was 
to share information and give an update on the progress of creat-
ing a plan for renovation and rejuvenation of the temple building 
and grounds. There were drone photographs of TBT and the sur-
rounding area as well as architectural models of TBT for people 
to look at for context.

After Jeff Babbin greeted everyone, Rabbi Offner spoke about a 
vision for TBT’s next chapter. (see Rabbi’s column on front cover) 
She reminded us that an important goal in renovation is to con-
firm our Jewish values by making TBT’s building more accessible, 
warmer, more open yet more intimate and of the responsibility 
to build for the generations that come after us.  
  
Bruce Topolosky, chair of the Building Committee, gave an up-
date on the status of the project. Bruce introduced members of 
the committee. He thanked the founding families of TBT for their 
vision and for building our temple.

After reviewing the construction history of our building, Bruce 
discussed the ongoing maintenance of the building and property 
over the past 40 years. He then gave an overview of the work of 
the past 2 years: engaging an architect, identifying needed and 
wanted changes, the completion of an energy audit and reviews 
by a structural, a mechanical engineer and landscape architects. 
Questions to be answered included: Scope of project? Associated 
expenses? Alternative plans for minimizing disruption during 
construction? What is the congregational benefit today and in 
the future? How much time will this take?

Bruce posed and answered four questions: 
(1) What is the integrity of the building, and what is the effect of 
doing nothing? 

(2) What if we do only minor repairs and updates as they become 
needed? Identified areas of concern include the sanctuary and 
social hall floors, exterior siding and deck, mechanicals that have 
lived or exceeded their expected life, high energy inefficiency. We 
can live with it; things will continue to deteriorate. Costs would 
be intermittent as issues need attention. 

(3) What if we do a major renovation of systems and beautifica-
tion? Our site is excellent and well situated, the bones of the 
building are good, renovations can achieve our goals for im-
proving the beauty, accessibility and utility of the building and 
grounds. This is especially true now with the acquisition of the 
property at 206 Durham Road. The cost of a major renovation 
is approximately $3 – 5 million. (This is the committee’s recom-
mendation.) 

(4) What if we relocate and build a new building? Cost will be $8 
– 10 million and may be more than we can afford.

Bruce introduced our architect, Duo Dickinson, who discussed 
our opportunities. Duo marked the importance of acquiring the 
neighboring property and the possibilities this gives us both to 
renovate our driveways, parking and landscape and to renovate 
our building by reconfiguring space. He outlined the work that 
has been done – reviewing our dreams for the building, speak-
ing with Madison town offices, evaluating the building, speaking 
with engineers and landscape architects, reviewing utilities such 
as gas and water. Our assets include: our site (its location, its 
sentimental value / context) - a high place on a major road, in 
a great town, near an interstate highway with regional access, 
and our building which has unique, beautiful qualities and real 
opportunities for the improvements we would like. He also il-
luminated a number of the problems (accessibility, transition and 
integration of sanctuary and social hall, connection of inside and 
outside of building, durability for the future) and noted that they 
can be remediated.

Duo noted, “Your biggest asset wasn’t built, wasn’t created by 
the last ice age, wasn’t facilitated by the building of I-95, wasn’t 
enabled by Daniel Hand and company making that town. Your 
biggest asset is you … Smart. Engaged. Open. Thoughtful. Dili-
gent. Committed. Faithful.”

He identified our opportunities to define our image (Who and 
what are we to the world? What are we to ourselves?) and to 
define what the building will let us do. Our building can help us 
to better follow our mission, foster education, be religious and 
secular. It can be a place of expression – spiritual, artistic, social - 
and be a place of service.

Duo reminded us that this is the moment to define our future. 
We need to connect our desire for a revived building, and what 
that will do for us, with the assets to achieve these goals.

Peter Heller, of the Heller Fundraising Group, introduced the 
work that he and his team will do with us to help us realize our 
dreams by facilitating the articulation of our story, by reaching 
out to every member of the community with the opportunity to 
become involved in this work and by helping us raise the funding 
needed.

There were about 30 minutes of questions which included asking 
for specifics about the plans and next steps. The plans are still in 
preliminary phases (nothing specific has been defined, yet). We 
are still defining resources and solutions. Our current intention 
is to address an aging building and create a more accessible and 
beautiful space. The question was asked about building new. The 
limitations of our resources were mentioned.

It is worth your time to listen to the proceedings of this meet-
ing! Please go to the Renovation and Rejuvenation page on our 
website to follow the activities of the building committee, review 
timelines and plans, and listen to recordings of this meeting.
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In Memoriam

Stanley H. Rosenfeld, 3/10/18,
father of Lynda Rosenfeld

“May God Comfort All Who Mourn”

Melanie Siegel to Become a Bat Mitzvah 
4/14/18

Melanie Saige Siegel, the daughter of 
Susan Lustig and the late Jay Siegel 
will become a Bat Mitzvah at TBT 
Shabbat morning services on April 14, 
2018. 

Melanie reflects how TBT is such a 
special place to her going back to 
having attended TBT Pre-school with 
many of her fellow classmates. 

For Melanie’s Mitzvah project, she 
will be collecting adult clothing and 

toiletries for The Emergency Closet at Boston Children’s Hospital 
where she spent the 1st month of her life. There will be collec-
tion bins with the specific needs listed, in the TBT Lobby. 

Mel is excited to celebrate her entrance to Jewish adulthood with 
family, friends and congregants. She warmly thanks the Rabbi, 
Cantor and her religious school teachers for helping her reach 
this milestone.

Nina Brauer to Become a Bat Mitzvah 
4/28/18

Nina Brauer’s formal Jewish education began while attending 
Temple Beth Tikvah’s Nursery school, and continues through 
seventh grade where she started her Bat Mitzvah studies. She is 
looking forward to becoming a Bat Mitzvah at Shabbat morning 
services on April 28, 2018.

Nina and her parents would like to thank Rabbi Offner and 
Cantor Margolius for helping Nina prepare for this significant 
milestone in her life, as well as all of her past and present reli-
gious school teachers who have contributed to her knowledge 
of Jewish values and traditions. 

Social Justice

THANK YOU, THANK YOU to our 
congregation for your support and in 
your caring for others. 

You have helped hundreds of children go to school with new 
backpacks filled with supplies. You help feed the hungry with 
your donations of food every week, and the hundreds of pounds 
of food to the major food drives in the fall and spring. To date 
your donations to the Social Justice Fund have provided mon-
etary donations to Warm the Children, the Madison, Guilford 
and Branford food pantries, Jewish Family Service, and Raise the 
Roof (Habitat for Humanity). 

By the time you read this, the spring food drive will have con-
cluded on March 25th and our participation in the March for 
Our Lives on March 24th will have taken place. While some of 
our congregation and students went to Washington or Hartford, 
we participated in the local shoreline march that took place in 
Guilford.  Details will be in the next Shofar.

Lastly, please get involved.  We value your input and your time, 
which often only has to be a few hours for a special event, such 
as Mitzvah Day. All those who helped out felt really good about 
it and had a good time.  So, join us. 

Tina Silidker and Sarah Mervine, co-chairs.

Passover Refugee Welcome 
Shabbat

Friday, April 6th @6pm

Come Celebrate Chol Ha’Mo’ed Pesach 
at Temple Beth Tikvah.  We celebrate the 
journey from slavery to freedom and from 
degradation to dignity.  We honor the joy of 
promise and memories of this season.

The Afghani refugee family that we helped sponsor will be at 
the April 6th service. Please plan to attend and give them a 
warm welcome to their new home country.
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Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Lynda Rosenfeld & Richard Weiss, in memory of Nathan Weiss
David & Janet Rimm, in memory of Doris Reitz Thrush
Gloria Light, in remembrance of her husband, Robert Light
Amy & Ron Vender, in memory of Ann Malo
Joan & Franklin Green, in memory of Morris Green
Sandy & Dick Whelan, in memory of Ida Goldberg

Cantor’s Discretionary Fund
The Coady Family, in memory of the devastating loss of Dr. David 

Ross-Russell
The Coady Family, in memory of Bette Zollshan’s mother,           

Eleanor Rosenblatt

Endowment Fund
Ethel Anne Chorney, in memory of her parents, Paul Rollin and 

Ida Rollin
Edward & Gloria Sack, in memory of Rena Sack, mother of        

Edward Sack
Edward & Gloria Sack, in memory of Stephen Sack, brother of 

Edward Sack
Bonnie & Jonathan Rothberg, in memory of Henry M. Rothberg
Jeff Babbin & Marlene Schwartz, in appreciation of Rabbi       

Offner’s leading of TBT congregational trips to Israel

General Fund
Evelyn & Al Korn, in memory of Samuel Weinstein

Laurence B. & Elaine J. Sommer Memorial Fund for 
Social Justice
Rabbi Howard Sommer, in memory of Hattie Krauss
Judy Mirkin, Rob Strom & Family, in memory of Esther Mirkin
Richard Chorney, in memory of his father, Albert Chorney
The McCauley Family, in memory of Cantor Dorothy Goldberg’s 

husband, David Ross-Russell
The Coady Family, in memory of Roxanne’s father, Emerich 

Ohlbaum
The Coady Family, in memory of Roxanne’s mother, Viola        

Ohlbaum 
Karen & Joseph Flatley, marking 30 years since the passing of 

Karen’s beloved father, William Tenenbaum
Cynthia & David Greenblatt, in memory of Allen Kaufman
Kate & Bill Lee, in memory of Sylvia Paley

Helen Katz Goodkind Beautification Fund
Helen Winokur & Family, in memory of Estelle Masler
Arlene & Bennett Paul, in memory of Eleanor Rosenblatt, 

mother of Bette Zollshan

Contributions
Sharon Besser Second Night Seder 
Stu Weinzimer & Jodie Ambrosino, in memory of Stu’s 
     grandmother, Eva Strauss
Miriam Zwillich
The Chupp Family, in memory of Bernard Beitel, father of 
     Jennifer Beitel Friedman

Building Fund
Don & Carol Miller, in memory of Don’s parents, 
     Sidney & Gertrude Miller
Helen & Jack Davis, in memory of Jack’s beloved brother, Saul        
     Stephen Davis
Helen & Jack Davis, in memory of Jack’s beloved sister, Irene   
     Wyman
Terri, Bruce, Sarah, and Rachel Alpert, in appreciation of TBT
The Spiegel Family, in loving memory of Herman Spiegel
Leslie Sude, in memory of Paul J. Sude

Judaica Fund
Raymon & Shulamit Sterman, in memory of Bella & Itzhak   
     Privner
Raymon & Shulamit Sterman, in memory of Helen Sterman

Silidker Family Music Enrichment Fund
Helen Winokur & Family, in memory of David Ross-Russell

Richard C. Kahrimanis Music Fund
Arlene & Bennett Paul, in memory of David Ross-Russell

Judith K. Barr Adult Education Fund
Ina & Sid Berson, in memory of Ann Beizer 
Ina & Sid Berson, in memory of Fanny Berson

Prayerbook Fund
Mona & Robert Goodman, in memory of Bernard Bromberg,   
     beloved father of Monda Goodman

“A generous person enjoys prosperity.
Whosoever satisfies others shall be sated.”

Proverbs 11:25
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