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Dear Friends,

There is a post that has been spreading on Facebook that I find particularly poignant. So poignant, that I want 
to share a piece of the message with you here. The point of the message is that the world is complicated and 
as political intransigence leads more to black and white ‘sides,’ we need reminders that no one is, thinks, or 
does strictly ‘black’ or ‘white.’

In fact, we can be neither all black nor all white. Even more, we can be both black and white at the same time. 
As the anonymous Facebook message reminds us: 

For all you who aren’t sure, it is possible to be gay and Christian. It is also possible to believe in God and science. It is possible to be 
pro-choice and anti-abortion. 

It is equally possible to be a feminist and love and respect men. It’s possible to have privilege and be discriminated against, to be poor 
and have a rich life, to not have a job and still have money. 

It is possible to believe in sensible gun control legislation and still believe in one’s right to defend one’s self, family, and property. It is 
possibleto be anti-war and pro-military.

It is possible to love they neighbor and despise his actions. It is possible to advocate Black Lives Matter and still be pro-police. It is pos-
sible to not have an education and be brilliant. It is possible to be Muslim and also suffer at the hands of terrorists. It is possible to be 
a non-American fighting for the American dream. 

Then there is Linda Sarsour who has yet to learn this important lesson. For those of you who don’t know, Linda Sarsour was one of 
the organizers for the Women’s March on Washington on January 21st. Linda Sarsour is a feminist and a Palestinian. Linda Sarsour 
also, in a very crude and philosophically deceitful statement, has made the claim that you cannot be both a feminist and a Zionist. 
Excuse me? Linda Sarsour has just denied the existence of almost every Jewish woman I know. 

We must shout out very clearly that some of the best feminists in the world are Zionists, and some of the best Zionists in the world 
are feminists. 

Because I do believe that we are all complicated packages of what can sometimes appear as contradictions, I must also point out 
that the same Linda Sarsour was behind the Muslim raising of funds to repair the Jewish cemetery in St. Louis that was viciously 
desecrated. I am appreciative of that action. But we cannot allow it to temper our disgust at the claim that Zionism and feminism are 
mutually exclusive. 

It is equally possible to appreciate Linda Sarsour’s concern about anti-Semitism in St. Louis and to deplore her own anti-Semitic 
claims about Zionism and feminism. Deplore them we do.

Have a Wonderful Pesach!

Monday, April 10th: 1st Night Seder in member homes

Tuesday, April 11th: 2nd Night Seder at TBT
 If you still need to RSVP to this seder, please contact the TBT office ASAP!
 203-245-7028 or admin@tbtshoreline.org

Friday, April 14th: Yizkor at 7:15 Shabbat Services
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President’s Column

As this issue of the Shofar reaches you, we 
have just completed the Book of Exodus 
in our Torah cycle and are starting the first 
parsha of Leviticus, Vayikra, meaning “And 
G-d called.” As the Rabbi and Cantor can 
tell you, it seems as if every chapter in 
the Book of Leviticus starts with “And G-d 
spoke to Moses...” Indeed, there is a lot of 
speaking in Leviticus. In order to success-
fully forge and maintain a thriving commu-

nity, there has to be a lot of talking. 

I would like to thank all of you who came out to our Congrega-
tional Conversation to come talk with us about your vision of 
TBT. We learned so much about what TBT means to you, why 
you are here, and what your hopes and dreams are for the 
future. Our Mission-Vision committee is putting together the 
learnings from these conversations with the results of our Con-
gregational Mission Survey, and over the next few weeks will be 
drafting a new Mission Statement for TBT, which, once approved 
by the Board, will be shared with the congregation at our annual 
meeting in May. 

At our Conversation we also heard your ideas and opinions 
about our building, and how you think it should evolve to meet 
our needs in the coming generation. Preliminary work by our 
Building Committee has identified several key areas to focus our 
attention, and many of these same ideas were echoed by you at 
the Conversation. More importantly, you also gave us some addi-
tional points to consider in our planning. And most importantly, 
we are still at the beginning of this process; your continued input 
is not only welcomed it is essential. 

As I said, to maintain a healthy community, there has to be a lot 
of talking. And even more listening. We are definitely listening to 
your thoughts, ideas, and opinions, as we continuously strive to 
grow together. I hope you will continue to be active and en-
gaged, not only with your ideas, but also with your participation. 

L’shalom,

Stu Weinzimer

Conversations About Our Building

As part of our Congregational Conversation last month, we 
invited you to meet Duo Dickinson, our architect, and share your 
thoughts and ideas for our building as we consider what we 
want for our next 40 years. More than talking about paint colors 
and fabric swatches, though, we wanted to hear more generally, 
how do you want TBT to make you feel when you are here, how 
would you like the spaces to be used, what characteristics and 
qualities do you want TBT to communicate to you and to those 
who come to visit? 

While there were many varied opinions, there were some gener-
ally recurring themes that arose during the Conversation:

•   Welcoming
•   Light
•   Preserving Sacredness of Prayer spaces
•   Modernization / Beautification
•   Enhancing communication between interior and exterior
•   The building should reflect our values and mission

These themes will manifest in multiple functional areas of our 
synagogue: the entrance, sanctuary & social hall, library, class-
rooms, even bathrooms. With the incredible talent, creativity, 
and joy that Duo Dickinson has already brought to this project, 
we are so excited to share with you our progress as we develop 
these ideas further. 
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Shabbat Services

April 7@6:00 pm
Greet Shabbat with Wine & Cheese

April 14@7:15 pm

April 21@7:15 pm
April Birthday Blessings

April 28@7:15 pm
Music provided by our Ruach Band

Ruach Band
April 28th

Holocaust Survivor
Judith Altman to Speak
at Yom Hashoah at TBT
Sunday, April 23 at 7pm

Judith Altman was born in Jasina, 
Czechoslovakia. She survived two different ghettos and was then 
transported by cattle car to Auschwitz, where she and her niece 
were selected for work. She survived several labor camps as well 
as a “death march” that ended in the Bergen Belsen concentra-
tion camp. Sick with typhus, Judith was barely alive when she 
was liberated by the British. Judith, who has extensive speaking 
experience in schools, is Vice President of the Holocaust Child 
Survivors of Connecticut.

Volunteer Opportunities!

While we may be in between Raise the 
Roof Builds, there are still plenty of 
volunteer opportunities available and 
future events to learn about. 

Go to www.raisetheroofct.org and click 
on How to Volunteer.

Or contact Linda at linda.brody@comcast.net with questions. 

Seeking Understanding:
Learn About Islam

Tuesday April 4 at 7pm
at the Guilford Library

Imam Sami Aziz, President of Common Ground Institute, and 
the Muslim Chaplain of Wesleyan University, will speak about 
Islam at the Guilford Free Library. 

Open to the public - no registration required. 

From SHIRR
(Shoreline Interfaith Refugee 

Resettlement Group)

Our first meeting of the year is Mon-
day, April 3rd at TBT at 7pm - please 
join us!

SHIRR, with the support of IRIS, is now 
organizing committees to begin the 
process to resettle another refugee 

family - this time on the shoreline. We are looking for volunteers. 
There are many ways to help - fundraising, houseing set-up, lan-
guage tutoring, cultural orientation, assistance with the school 
system, healthcare, transportation and finance & budgeting. 
And, in addition, we are seeking financial contributions. 

Our first meeting is on April 3rd at Temple Beth Tikvah at 7pm. 
We will be joined by a volunteer from IRIS who will both update 
us and share with us her invaluable insights on how best to help 
support, resettle, and integrate a refugee family into our com-
munity. We will also joyfully share an update on the family we 
helped resettle in January 2016. 

In addition, since we are approaching the Passover holiday, we 
will be sharing a special Hagaddah supplement that shows how 
we can highlight the plight of refugees in our seder service at 
home. Check it out at: www.hias.org/passover2017.

Please let us know if you can join us on April 3rd. We would love 
to see both returning volunteers and first-time volunteers for 
SHIRR! If you would like to volunteer with SHIRR, but are unable 
to make the first meeting, let us know that, too.

As always, thank you for your help and your support with this 
important work.

Sincerely,
Liz Shore (shorestern@comcast.net)
Robin Baslaw (rbaslaw@comcast.net)
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Weekly Torah Study
Saturdays at 9 am

April 1st:   Vayikra     
Leviticus 1:1-2:16

April 8th: Tzav 
Leviticus 6:1-7:10

April 15th: Pesach Song of Songs
Yizkor will be recited at Torah Study

April 22nd: Shemini
Leviticus 9:1-10:11

April 29th: Tazria-Metzora
Leviticus 12:1-13:39  

Oneg Shabbat

Thank you for hosting an Oneg Shabbat in February:

March 3: The Lesage Family,
in honor of immigration, specifically 

the third anniversary of their son-in-law, Filip Tyczynski, 
receiving official American Legal Resident status

March 10: The Families of our Grade K-3 Students,
in celebration of their class service

March 17: The Glazier Family,
in honor of Mickey Glazier’s chanting Torah

March 24: The Sherer, Goldstein, and Patrizio Families, 
in celebration of Sophie Alpert’s Bat Mitzvah

March 31: The Families of our Grade 7-9 Students,
in celebration of their class service

Please call the office to host a future oneg!

TBT Book Club

As always, Book Club will be meeting at 
the Hearth at  7:30 pm.

April 27: Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance
May 18: As Close to Us As Breathing by Elizabeth Poliner
June 15: The Book that Matters Most by Ann Hood
July 20: The One Man by Andrew Gross
August 17: Small Great Things by Jodi Picoult
September 21: Commonwealth by Ann Patchett

For further information, contact Myra Josephson at
myrajosephson@gmail.com or 203-488-3350

Nursery School News

The preschool hosts its annual 
children’s Seder on April 5th at 
11am. We are looking forward 
to welcoming the students 
and parents to this wonderful 
event! 

We hope everyone is able to 
enjoy the storywalk...Sammy 
Spider’s First Passover. It’s a 
perfect way to enjoy a story 
about Passover while enjoy-
ing a walk in the early Spring 
weather. 

Our March Mitzvah Madness 
collections were a great suc-
cess! Books, food, socks...all do-
nated to area organizations in 
need. Thank you to our families 
for your generosity!

Our April Children

Kevin Goldberg, Kijana Richmond, 
Tyler Mezrich, Simona Cottrill, Levi Indes, 

Elijah Labowe-Stoll, Nina Brauer, Dashiell Rich, 
Katya Labowe-Stoll, Lucas Felberbaum, 

Cassie Handelman, Toyba Barasz, 
Emily Arnold, Joshua Daniels

Join us at Shabbat Services on April 21st 
as we bless our April children

Hana Greif 
Bat Mitzvah April 29

Hana Greif will become a Bat Mitzvah at 
Shabbat morning services at TBT on April 
29, 2017 at 10:00 am. Hana has been 
fortunate to have the kind and patient 
guidance of Cantor Dorothy Goldberg in 
preparation for the services. 

She is excited to share the day with family and friends from 
nearby and from far away California, and  also to wear for the 
first time the beautiful tallis that she chose in a Jerusalem mar-
ket during the TBT Israel trip last summer. 

The entire congregation is welcome to attend. We hope you will 
be there. 
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“Please rate the importance of the following attributes to the 
mission of TBT.” (Ranked)
All of the attributes were rated as important overall. The top 5 
(all rated over 4.5 out of 5): integrity, ethical behavior, 
community/connectedness, caring/kindness/support, knowl-
edge/education/study, inclusivity.
The most commonly used words in the comments section were 
Jewish culture & values, community, place (for us to do and be 
together).

“What makes TBT special and unique?” 
(Written response)

The most frequently used 
words were community, in-
clusiveness, Jewish, place, 
warm, social, Rabbi, Cantor.

“What do you value the most at 
TBT?” (Written response)

The most frequently used words were community, excellent 
clergy, learning/education, spirituality.

“What do you think is the mission of TBT?” (Written response)
The most common themes were community, inclusivity, foster-
ing Jewish culture & Jewish experience, learning for children & 
adults, being a presence for Judaism on the shoreline.

The survey results were discussed at the March 5th Congrega-
tional Conversation. To see the survey questions and a more 
detailed analysis, please go to tbtshoreline.org.

Results of the TBT Mission Survey

In February 2017, the ad hoc Mission Committee invited all 
members of TBT who are 13 years old and older to complete a 
survey about our mission. 

One hundred thirty (130) people responded to the survey:
Years as members: 29% 1-5 years; 29% 6-18 years; 29% 19-40 
years. A few were less than a year, and a few 
were more than 40 years.
Gender: 64% women; 36% men
Age (in years): 40% 41-60 ; 40% 61-75; 
8% over 75; 10% 29-40
Children over age 21 at home: 
56% no; 44% yes

The survey posed 5 ques-
tions. Summary of re-
sponses: 

“I am a member of TBT because I 
want...” (Ranked answers)
Top reasons in descending order: “to be a part of a Jewish 
community,” “to support the future of the Jewish people,” “to 
support a synagogue on the shoreline,” “a place to obeserve and 
celebrate the Jewish holidays,” “children to have a Jewish educa-
tion.” 
The most commonly used words in the comments section were 
community, Jewish families & Jewish traditions, connections.

From the Ad-Hoc TBT Mission Committee

First, a heartfelt thanks to all. 

The TBT Mission Committee’s role is to gather and articulate the 
collective voice of the TBT community, to ultimately craft and 
updated TBT Mission Statment to serve our sacred community 
on our path towards our next 40 years. So, we reached out to 
you - through emails, in-person discussions, the Mission survey, 
and the March Congregational Conversation. And you, our com-
munity responded. 

The word cloud above represents the 22 most frequently used 
words in the answers to the free response questions. The survey 
reveals that we highly value being part of a Jewish community, 
connection & inclusivity, as well as education & spiritual growth. 
Other themes that ranked highly are a desire for a community 
that supports the future of the Jewish people, Jewish traditions, 
Jewish values and experience. In addition, a feeling of welcom-
ing, kindness, and warmth are of great inportance. 

TBT’s March 5th Congregational Conversation was a wonderful 
opportunity for additional input from many congregants, and we 
expanded on the data collected from the survey. We gathered 
thoughts on why TBT is essential to our lives, why we continue to 
return, and why having a a synagogue on the shoreline is impor-
tant to us. During the discussions, the themes that repeatedly

emerged were our desire to connect with one another in our 
common Jewish experience, and our commitment to our Jewish 
traditions and heritage and their continuity. In addition, there 
was discussion centered on how our Jewish connections and 
community underlie the importance of social justice and Jewish 
learning.

Next steps: The Ad-Hoc Mission Committee will meet over the 
next two months to continue to review the feedback received 
throughout this Mission process. Our goal is to create a draft 
TBT Mission Statement to present at the TBT Board of Directors 
meeting in April. Finally, we hope to roll out the updated Mission 
Statement to the community at the TBT annual meeting in May.

Again, thank you for collaborating with us as we work on updat-
ing TBT’s Mission Statement. Our aim is for our new Mission 
Statement to reflect our deep desire for community, connection, 
and inclusivity, and our commitment to our “bonds of com-
mon Jewish experience” - all framed by core Jewish values, and 
rooted in our Jewish tradition and heritage. 

Congratulations!

Mickey Glazier won the R.J. Julia
gift card drawing for participating in

the Mission Survey
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SALTY Purim Carnival (pictured above)

SALTY would like to thank everyone that came out for the annual Purim carnival! It was a huge success and we hope you all enjoyed 
the day! Thanks to all of you, SALTY was able to raise $556 for future programming and events! We are so appreciative of all your 
support and can’t wait to see what next year has in store!

Jewish Mindfulness 
Meditation

with Michael Felberbaum and 
Rabbi Offner

Sunday, April 23
Sunday, May 14

9:45am in the TBT Library

Are you interested in cultivating the practice of Jewish mindful-
ness? Michael Felberbaum, TBT member and longtime 
practitioner of mindful meditation, will guide these sessions as 
we seek to share Jewish wisdom and values and develop equa-
nimity and insight. 

These sessions are open to all adults over the age of Confirma-
ton (16). No need to RSVP - just mark your calendar now...and 
come on these dates.

Passover Mishpacha
Sunday April 2, 11am

with Stacey Battat 
from PJ Library

Join Stacey Battat in the TBT Youth Lounge for Hebrew songs and 
movement for Passover. For children 0-5 years old. 

Israel Trip 2018
It’s Not Too Late to Join!

February 14-25, 2018

Contact Rabbi Offner or Nancy Abramson to get in on this 
exciting, once-in-a-lifetime excursion!

rabbi@tbtshoreline.org
nabramson1@gmail.com
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Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
Ken Rosenberg, in memory of Rosabelle Rosenberg
The Mandel Family, in loving memory of Milton Mandel
Sandra Hyman, in memory of Jenny Sohn
Sondra Bernblum, in memory of Fannie Bernblum
Gloria Light, in memory of Robert Light
Lynda F. Rosenfeld & Richard M. Weiss, in memory of Nathan 

Weiss
Richard & Amy Lee, in loving memory of Geoff Chupp’s beloved 

father, Ed Chupp
Richard & Amy Lee, in loving memory of Bonnie Garmisa’s        

beloved mother, Estelle Garmisa

Endowment Fund
Ed & Gloria Sack, in loving memory of Rena F. Sack
Sam & Rena Powell, in memory of Edward Chupp, saddened by 

the Chupp Family’s loss
Jack & Helen Davis, in memory of Jack’s beloved brother, Saul S. 

Davis
Bonnie & Paul Stoddard, in honor of Judy Merriam’s grandson, 

Brady Dulitsky’s Bar Mitzvah
Arlene & Marshal Elovich, in honor of Judy Merriam’s          

grandson’s Bar Mitzvah
Ed & Gloria Sack, in memory of Ed’s brother, Stephen Sack
Leslie Powell & Steven Stoll, in honor of Leslie’s parents, Sam & 

Rena Powell’s 50th wedding anniversary
Ed & Gloria Sack, in memory of dear, dear Jack Rakusin
Marjorie & Gordon Cohen, in memory of Jack Rakusin
Judy Merriam, in memory of Jack Rakusin
Gerald Oppenheim, in memory of Jack Rakusin

Laurence B. & Elaine J. Sommer Memorial Fund for Social        
Justice

Judy Mirkin Strom, in memory of Joseph Mirkin
Wendy & Mark Bluemling, in memory of Estelle Garmisa
Judy Mirkin Strom, in memory of Esther Mirkin
Phyllis Kaufman, in memory of Jack (John Moses) Rakusin

Helen Katz Goodkind Beautification Fund
Helen, Marcy, & Lizzi Winokur, & Sandy Small, in memory of 

Estelle Masler
Jack & Helen Davis, in memory of Jack’s beloved sister, Irene 

Wyman
Helen, Marcy, & Lizzi Winokur, & Sandy Small, in memory of 

Arnold Winokur

Judith K. Barr Adult Education Fund
Ethel Anne Chorney, in memory of her parents, Paul & Ida Rollin
Ina & Sid Berson, in memory of Ann Beizer & Bubbi Celia
Myra Josephson, in memory of Jack Rakusin
Donald & Carol Miller, in memory of Don’s father, Sidney Miller

Building Fund
Leslie Sude, in memory of Paul Sude
Sally Spiegel, in memory of Herman Spiegel

Library Fund
Ethel Anne Chorney, in memory of dear, sweet Jack Rakusin
Arlene & Marshal Elovich, in memory of Jack Rakusin

Rabbi Howard F. Sommer Fund for Continuing Jewish Education
Jack & Helen Davis, in memory of Jack Rakusin

In Memoriam

Jack Rakusin, 3/14/17

husband of Kim Rakusin

Doris Thrush, 3/15/17
mother of Janet Rimm

“May God Comfort All Who Mourn”
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