
Happy Chanukah 	
First Night - These Chanukah 
lights are in memory of the 
dedication and courage of the 
Maccabees. Believing	that they 
should be free to worship God, 
they gave their lives for freedom. 
Now kindling these candles we 
rededicate ourselves to work for 
the equal rights of all people and 
for a world of democracy and 
freedom. 
	

Second Night - Tonight, as we 
celebrate Chanukah together, we 
are conscious of our precious gift 
of family and friendship. So often 
we take one another for granted, 
forgetting to express our love and 
devotion. As we kindle these 
festive lights, let us rededicate 
ourselves to sharing our interests 
and time with one another. 
	

Third Night - On this third night 
of Chanukah, we rededicate 
ourselves to the study of our 

tradition As the Maccabees courageously fought to preserve our faith, we too are bound to sustain our heritage by 
deepening our understanding of it. Study opens our minds and strengthens us against tyranny. Learning secures our 
freedom. 
 

Fourth Night - Ours are times when many live in fear, loneliness and great despair. Like the Maccabees, we need 
to build our lives on hope, hope that ultimately truth will triumph. Now, as we kindle these Chanukah lights, may our lives 
be strengthened by the hopes and dreams of Judaism. 
 

Fifth Night - Our tradition tells us of the importance of light. Through the darkness of thousands of years in exile our 
people clung to a beacon of hope of a Promised Land. Tonight's candles remind us that we are part of K'lal Yisrael, the 
Jewish people, and we pray for brightness in our home, and in the homes of our people in Israel. 
 

Sixth Night - Today, one of our foremost tasks is to secure peace in our troubled world. When we end disagreements 
through mutual understanding, when we seek to mend hurt feelings, we are beginning to do our part in making peace a 
living ideal. As we kindle our Chanukah candles, let us rededicate ourselves to the task of securing peace. 
 

Seventh Night - The Maccabees of old sought to protect themselves when their rights are violated. Our Chanukah lights 
serve as a reminder that humanity is secure only when we honor the precious liberty and property of each other. As we 
kindle these lights let us rededicate ourselves to the cause of freedom which alone can bring dignity to all people. 
 

Eighth Night - Tonight we kindle all the candles of our Chanukiah. We pray that throughout the coming year we may 
fulfill the ideals of freedom, tzedakah, family, hope, peace and unity, all of which are symbolized by the candles of our 
Menorah. 

Candles	are	placed	from	right	to	left	and	kindled	from	left	to	right	


